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Thanks to you, last year
we changed the lives of 

over 12,500 people



Going Forward: A New 
Challenge

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has taken its toll on us, 
like it has on many other 
magazines, organisations 
and businesses globally. 

Unfortunately we are faced 
with a landscape that has 
irreversibly changed since 
the Big Issue first hit the 
streets in 1995. To meet 
this challenge Ireland’s Big 
Issue must also change. 

We have reluctantly 
decided, albeit with a 
heavy heart, to  host the 
magazine digitally only for 
the foreseeable future. 

From now on, Ireland’s 
Big Issue will focus 



Each issue we ask a 
well-known individual 

to write a letter to their 
younger self. This issue, 
Laura Bates, a journalist 
who has written for the 
likes of   The Guardian, 
The Independent, The New 
Statesman, Red Magazine 
and Grazia among others 
has a word or two with her 
16-year-old self. Laura is 
a contributor at Women 
Under Siege, a New-York 
based organisation working 
to combat the use of  sexual 
violence as a tool of  war in 
conflict zones worldwide 
and is the founder of  the 

Letter to my 
Younger Self - 

Laura Bates



Everyday Sexism Project.

When I was sexually 
assaulted as a teenager I 
walked home as if  nothing 
had happened. I did not 
acknowledge the impact it 
had on me or talk about it 
to anyone. It wasn’t out of  
some kind of  deliberate 
bravado or decision to 
bury the experience. It was 



because it was normal. 

By my late teens, the 
knowledge that I would be 
shouted at in the street, that 
I would tense and prickle 
with fear when passing a 
group of  men, particularly 
if  they were drunk or 
rowdy, that my value was 
measured by my breasts 
and my prettiness and my 
attractiveness to boys, that 
my body was a form of  
public property, were simply 
facts I had absorbed as 
incontrovertible. 

I would not have 
known that there was 
a term for this: sexual 

harassment. 



By the age of  16, I had been 
followed, catcalled, wolf-
whistled, told to ‘smile’ 
and ‘cheer up’ more times 
than I could count. I would 
not have known that there 
was a term for this: sexual 
harassment. I would never 
have dreamed that some of  
the behaviour was criminal. 
The
idea of  ever telling anybody, 
let alone reporting it to the 
police, never crossed my 
mind. It was normal.

Everything in my life, from 
the schoolboys who called 
girls in my year “thunder 
thighs” and rated us out of  
10 as we came out

of  the swimming changing 
rooms; to the chants of  
“who let the dogs out” when 
a group of  girls walked 



into the dining room; to the 
magazines lying around our 
school common room with 
‘circle of  shame’ features 
excoriating women for 
having cellulite, sent me the 
same message. This was 
what women were for. This 
was normal. 

Days after I proudly started 
my first part-time holiday 
job, I started to receive 
inappropriate emails from a 
senior male colleague: after 
mentioning it to a manager 
I was called into the office to 
be reprimanded for causing 
it. After all, I had been 
wearing a short skirt. 

By the time I left university 
and moved to London, it was 
no longer particularly 
shocking when a man 
walking past me in the street 
on a dark evening turned 



to his friend and casually 
commented “I’d hold a knife 
to that”. Or when a man sat 
down opposite me on the 
bus and slowly, deliberately 
began to masturbate, his 
eyes boring into mine. Or 
when a van slowed down as 
it passed me and the back 
door opened, the men inside 
gesturing as if  they were 
about to drag me in. I didn’t 
wait around to see whether 
or not they were joking. But 
I didn’t tell anybody either. 
Because it was normal. 



The worst part of  this list 
is that there is absolutely 
nothing remarkable about 
it. It is commonplace. I don’t 
know any women who don’t 
have a list like this. Often, 
it will be compounded 
by racism, homophobia, 
ableism, ageism or other 
forms of  abuse. But there 
are similarities between 
our lists. The dismissal, 
disbelief  and blame that 
prevent us from making 
them at all. The people who 
told us we were overreacting, 
or imagining things, or 
should have ‘taken it as a 
compliment’ or accepted it 
was just ‘boys being boys’. 
The ones who asked us if  
we were asking for it. What 
were you wearing? What 
were you doing there? Did 
you lead him on?

So if  I could write to my 



teenage self, I would want 
her to know that none 
of  this should have been 
normal. That it wasn’t ‘just 
a compliment’ or ‘boys 
being boys’, but sexual 
harassment. Not ‘groping’ 
or ‘banter’, but sexual 
assault. Not a sexual act 
where you ‘didn’t really want 
to’ or he ‘just got carried 
away’, but rape. I’d want her 
to know that it wasn’t her 
fault. 

It can be very painful 
to realise that you have 
been a victim of  sexual 
assault. There is a kind of  
protection in the barrier of  
not using those words, not 
acknowledging the severity 
of  what has happened to 
you. But I believe there is a 
greater power and catharsis 
in allowing yourself  to name 
what you have experienced, 



allowing yourself  to know 
that it was serious, that it 
was not OK, that you did 
not deserve it. That you did 
nothing wrong. That it is OK 
for it to have affected you 
profoundly.  

Days 
after I 

proudly started 
my first part-time 

holiday job, I started 
to receive inappropriate 

emails from a senior male 
colleague: after mentioning 

it to a manager I was 
called into the office to be 
reprimanded for causing 

it. After all, I had been 
wearing a short skirt. 

I would tell her that things 
were going to be OK. I would 



tell her that she wasn’t 
alone, and that she would 
go on to find other women 
who were standing up and 
fighting back. That she 
would learn to channel her 
anger into activism, that 
she would find her voice and 
give hundreds of  thousands 
of  other women and girls a 
place to find theirs too. And 
I’d tell her that we won’t 
stop fighting until it isn’t 
normal anymore. 

* Fix the System, Not the 
Women by Laura Bates 
(Simon & Schuster) is out 
now in all good bookshops, 
online & on Audible.



Initial reports from 
several US media outlets 

may have left people with 
a different impression of  
what really happened at 
the funeral  procession 
of   murdered American Al 
Jazeera journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh. Maha Nassar 
reports.

Israeli police 
attacked mourners 
carrying the coffin of  slain 
Palestinian-American 

How Media Reports How Media Reports 
of  ‘Clashes’ of  ‘Clashes’ 

Mislead Americans Mislead Americans 
about Israeli-about Israeli-

Palestinian ViolencePalestinian Violence



journalist Shireen Abu Akleh 
on 13 May 2022, beating 
pallbearers with batons and 
kicking them when they fell 
to the ground.

Yet those who skimmed the 
headlines of  initial reports 
from several US media 
outlets may have been left 
with a different impression 
of  what happened.

Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, who was shot and killed during an Israeli raid in 
the West Bank town of Jenin, May 11 2022. EPA-EFE/AL JAZEERA



“Israeli Police Clash with 
Mourners at Funeral 
Procession,” read 
the headline of  MSNBC’s 
online report. The Wall 
Street Journal had a 
similar headline on its story: 
“Israeli Forces, Palestinians 
Clash in West Bank before 
Funeral of  Journalist.”

Fox News began the text of  
its article with: “Clashes 
erupted Friday in Jerusalem 
as mourners attended the 
burial of  veteran American 
Al Jazeera journalist Shireen 

headlines 
matter – many 

Americans do not read 
past them when consuming 

news or sharing articles 
online.



Abu Akleh who was shot 
dead Friday when
covering a raid in the West 
Bank city of  Jenin.”

There is no mention in the 
headlines of  these articles 
about who instigated the 
violence, nor any hint of  the 
power imbalance between a 
heavily armed Israeli police 
force and what appeared 
to be unarmed Palestinian 
civilians.

Such language and 
omissions are common in 
the reporting of  violence 
conducted by Israel’s 
police or military. Similar 
headlines followed an 
incident in April in 
which Israeli police attacked 
worshippers at Jerusalem’s 
Al-Aqsa Mosque during 
the Muslim holy month of  
Ramadan. Then, too, police 



attacks on worshippers – 
in which as many as 152 
Palestinians were injured by 
rubber bullets and batons 
– were widely described as 
“clashes.”

And headlines matter – 
many Americans do not read 
past them when consuming 
news or sharing articles 
online.

Neutral terms aren’t always 
neutral

The use of  a word like 
“clashes” might seem to 
make sense in a topic as 
contentious as the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, in which 
violent acts are perpetrated 
by both sides.



But as a scholar of  
Palestinian history and 
an analyst of  US media 
coverage of  this topic, I 
believe using neutral 
terms such as “clashes” 
to describe Israeli police 
and military attacks on 
Palestinian civilians is 
misleading. It overlooks 
instances in which Israeli 
forces instigate violence 
against Palestinians who 
pose no threat to them. It 
also often gives more weight 
to official Israeli narratives 

When does a ‘clash’ become an ‘assault’? Photo: The Conversation



than to Palestinian ones.

..reporting 
that “Palestinians 

were killed in clashes” 
rather than “Israeli forces 

killed Palestinians” – is lan-
guage that helps shield Is-

rael from scrutiny..

US media have long been 
accused of  misleading their 
audience when it comes 
to violence committed 
against Palestinians. A 
2021 study from MIT of  50 
years of  New York Times 
coverage of  the conflict 
found “a disproportionate 
use of  the passive voice to 
refer to negative or violent 
action perpetrated towards 
Palestinians.”



Using the passive voice – 
for example, reporting that 
“Palestinians were killed in 
clashes” rather than “Israeli 
forces killed Palestinians” – 
is language that helps shield 
Israel from scrutiny. It also 
obscures the reason so many 
Palestinians would be angry 
at Israel.

It’s not just The New York 
Times. A 2019 analysis by 
data researchers in Canada 
of  more than 100,000 
headlines from 50 years 
of  US coverage across five 
newspapers concluded 
that “the US mainstream 
media’s coverage of  the 
conflict favors Israel in 
terms of  both the sheer 
quantity of  stories covered, 
and by providing more 
opportunities to the Israelis 
to amplify their point of  
view.”



That 2019 study also found 
that words associated with 
violence, including “clash” 
and “clashes,” were more 
likely to be used in stories 
about Palestinians than 
Israelis.

Competing narratives

One problem with using 
“clash” is that it obscures 
incidents in which Israeli 
police and security forces 
attack Palestinians who pose 
no threat to them.

Amnesty International, 
a human rights advocacy 
group, described the recent 
incident at the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque as one in which 
Israeli police “brutally 
attacked worshippers in 
and around the mosque and 



used violence that amounts 
to torture and other ill-
treatment to break up 
gatherings.”

The word “clashes” does not 
convey this reality.

Using “clashes” also 
gives more credibility to 
the Israeli government 
version of  the story than 
the Palestinian one. Israeli 
officials often accuse 
Palestinians of  instigating 
violence, claiming that 
soldiers and police had to 
use lethal force to stave off 
Palestinian attacks. And 
that’s how these events are 
usually reported.

But Israeli human rights 
group B’Tselem’s database 
on Israeli and Palestinian 



fatalities shows that most 
of  the roughly 10,000 
Palestinians killed by 
Israel since 2000 did not 
“participate in hostilities” 
at the time they were killed.

We saw this attempt to shift 
the blame to Palestinians 
for Israeli violence in the 
killing of  journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh. According to her 
colleagues at the scene 
of  her death, an Israeli 
military sniper deliberately 

Photo: Tucson Sentinel



shot and killed the veteran 
journalist with a live bullet 
to her right temple, even 
though she was wearing 
a ‘PRESS’ flak jacket and 
helmet. One or more snipers 
also shot at Abu Akleh’s 
colleagues as they tried to 
rescue her, according to 
eyewitness accounts.

most of  
the roughly 10,000 

Palestinians killed by 
Israel since 2000 did not 

“participate in hostilities” 
at the time they were 

killed.

At first, Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali 
Bennett said that “armed 
Palestinians shot in an 
inaccurate, indiscriminate 
and uncontrolled manner” 



at the time of  her killing – 
implying that Palestinians 
could have shot Abu 
Akleh. Then, as evidence 
mounted disproving this 
account, Israeli officials 
changed course, saying 
that the source of  the gunfire 
“cannot yet be determined.”

The New York Times 
initially reported that Abu 
Akleh “was shot as clashes 
between the Israeli 
military and Palestinian 
gunmen took place in the 
city.” Further down in the 
same story, we read that 
Palestinian journalist Ali 
Samudi, who was wounded 
in the same attack, said, 
“There were no armed 
Palestinians or resistance 
or even civilians in the 
area.” Yet this perspective 
is missing from the headline 
and opening paragraphs of  



the story.
A few days later, an analysis 
of  available video footage by 
investigative journalism 
outlet Bellingcat concluded 
that the evidence “appears 
to support” eyewitnesses 
who said no militant activity 
was taking place and that 
the gunfire came from 
Israeli military snipers.

The New York Times has 
not updated or corrected its 
original story to reflect this 

new evidence.

It provides an example 
of  why the use of  “clash” 
has been widely criticized 
by Palestinian and Arab 
journalists. Indeed, the 
Arab and Middle Eastern 
Journalist Association in 
2021 issued guidance for 



journalists, urging that they 
“avoid the word ‘clashes’ 
in favor of  a more precise 
description.”

An incomplete picture
There is another problem 
with “clashes.” Limiting 
media attention to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
only when “clashes erupt” 
gives Western readers and 
viewers an incomplete 
picture. It ignores what 
B’Tselem describes as the 
“daily routine of  overt or 
implicit state violence” that 
Palestinians living in the 
Occupied Territories face.

Without understanding 
the daily violence that 
Palestinians experience – 
as documented by groups 
such as Human Rights 
Watch and Amnesty 
International – it is harder 



for news consumers to fully 
comprehend why “clashes” 
take place in the first place.

But the way people get their 
news is changing, and with 
it so are Americans’ views 
on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. This is especially 
true among younger 
Americans, who are less 
likely to receive their news 
from mainstream outlets.

Recent polls show that 
younger Americans 
generally sympathize with 
Palestinians more than 
older Americans. That shift 
holds among younger Jewish 
Americans and younger 
evangelicals, two 
communities that have 
traditionally expressed 
strong pro-Israel 
sentiments.



US journalists themselves 
are also working to change 
how outlets cover Israeli 
violence. Last year several of  
them – including reporters 
from The Boston Globe, 

the Los Angeles Times, The 
Washington Post and ABC 

News – issued an open 
letter calling on fellow 
journalists 

“to tell the full, 
contextualized truth without 
fear or favor, to recognize 
that obfuscating Israel’s 
oppression of  Palestinians 
fails this industry’s own 
objectivity standards.” So 
far, over 500 journalists have 
signed on.



Accurate language in 
the reporting of  Israeli-
Palestinian violence is 
not only a concern for 
journalists’ credibility – 
it would also provide US 
news consumers with a 
deeper understanding 
of  the conditions on the 
ground and the deadly 
consequences.

Maha Nassar is Associate 
Professor in the School of  

Photo: Nation of Change



Middle Eastern and North 
African Studies, University 
of  Arizona.

Courtesy of  The 
Conversation 
https://theconversation.
com/uk
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For the last two-plus years, 
people hoping to meet their 
soulmate in person have had 
a rough time. Lockdowns 
and uncertainty about social 

Online Dating Fatigue

Why some people are turning 
to face-to-face apps first. 

Martin Graff reports.



gatherings have led many 
people to turn to dating 
apps. People who feel they 
have lost months or years 
of  their dating life may be 
eager to avoid the perils 
of  dating apps – ghosting, 
backburner relationships, 
or just wasting time chatting 
with the wrong people.

Lockdowns and 
uncertainty about 

social gatherings have 
led many people to turn 

to dating apps

People are eager to meet in 
person, and the menu of  
dating apps is expanding 



to accommodate this. In 
addition to the likes of  
Tinder, Hinge and Bumble, 
there are apps that focus on 
bringing people together in 
person. 

One of  these is 
an increasingly popular app 
called Thursday. It is 
live just once a week (on 
Thursdays) and gives users 
just 24 hours to arrange 
a date. This cuts down on 
the onerous swiping and 
messaging throughout 
the week and possibly 
prevents people using the 
app simply for validation 
or amusement. Thursday 
also hosts in-person events 
where attendees might meet 
someone without swiping at 
all.

There are a few reasons 
in-person dating may be 



more appealing to some 
people than dating apps. 
The information we glean 
from online profiles gives 
us little to go on. Meeting 
in person results in a far 
richer and more detailed 
impression of  a date than 
meeting online, where all we 
see is a photo and, usually, 
a brief  bio. Also, 45% of  
current or previous users of  
dating apps or sites reported 
that the experience left 
them feeling frustrated.

Online dating matches us 
to people we don’t know, 
making it easy for scammers 
to take advantage of  them. 
Apart from this, users often 
misrepresent themselves, 
resulting in disappointment 
when daters meet face to 
face.
 
While online dating appears 



to offer an abundance 
of  choice, research 
suggests that we make 
poorer decisions online 
about dating choice. We 
use simpler methods when 
choosing from a large array 
of  potential suitors than 
when we choose on a one-
to-one basis in person. This 
is often referred to as the 
paradox of  choice.

Are dating apps dead?

Dating apps have 
undisputedly had a huge 
impact on how couples meet. 
In the US, meeting online 
is the most popular way 
that couples meet, and the 
number has increased in 
recent years.

Part of  the appeal of  apps 
is their simplicity: you can 
create a profile and start 



matching with people in a 
matter of  minutes. Despite 
this, using dating apps does 
take time and effort. A large 
survey by dating app Badoo 
found that millennials spend 
on average 90 minutes a 
day looking for a date, by 
swiping, liking, matching 
and chatting.

Often, messages by one 
party go unanswered by the 
other, and even if  there is a 
response, the chatting may 
never result in meeting in 
person. In 2016, Hinge’s 
data found that only one in 
500 swipes resulted in phone 
numbers being exchanged.

This onerous process may 
lead to online dating fatigue 
for some. If  we get no 
positive matches from our 
seemingly endless swiping, 
or we receive no response 



to our messages, our online 
dating efforts will eventually 
fizzle out.

Lockdowns 
and uncertainty 

about social gatherings 
have led many people to 

turn to dating apps

Traditional dating apps 
are still incredibly popular, 
especially among young 
people. As of  2021, Tinder 
has been downloaded over 
450 million times – with 
Generation Z making up 
50% of  the app’s users.

Research by Lendedu asked 
3,852 millennials whether 
they had ever met up with 



their Tinder matches. The 
research found that only 
29% said “yes” – much 
lower than the 66% who 
reported meeting for at 
least one date via more 
traditional dating sites such 
as Match or OKCupid. 

But not everyone on 
Tinder is hoping to find a 
date. Research among Dutch 
Tinder users found that 
many use the app for 
validation (using matches 
merely as an assessment 
of  one’s own level of  
attractiveness), or for the 



thrill of  receiving a match 
but having no intention of  
pursuing a date. 

For this reason, dating apps 
may eventually lose users 
who are pursuing genuine 
relationships, particularly 
if  they are instead turning 
to face-to-face opportunities 
first. But as long as they 
adapt to the changing 
demands of  daters, apps are 
here to stay.

Martin Graff
Senior Lecturer in 
Psychology of  Relationships, 
University of  South Wales
Courtesy of  The 
Conversation 
https://theconversation.com



Turf Ban: Turf Ban: 
Does it Make Does it Make 

Sense?Sense?

Sineád Dunlop asks why 
we are being stripped 

of  our cultural heritage 
with the proposed turf  
ban.

Issues: Talking Point



Over his shoulder, going 
down and down

For the good turf. 
Digging. 

(Seamus Heaney, 
Digging)

On 16th April 2022 the Irish 
Examiner ran an article 
titled ‘Medical and scientific 
bodies warn Government 
turf-selling ban can’t be 
delayed’ stating there 
would be  serious health 
repercussions across Ireland 
unless turf  burning is halted 
without delay.  The article 
stated that,

“Senior medical and 
scientific bodies have 
warned the Government that 
it must press ahead with 
the proposed turf-selling 
ban, insisting the decision 
‘simply cannot be delayed.”



How can a symbol of  
our cultural identity be 
overthrown when the 
only discernible “senior 
medical” mentioned was 
“leading authority on the 
link between air quality and 
stroke”, Colm Byrne, a very 
recent PhD (2021).

This This 
number or number or 

its correlative of  its correlative of  
1,300 ‘premature 1,300 ‘premature 

deaths’ have been re-deaths’ have been re-
peated over and over in peated over and over in 
recent years without a recent years without a 

shred of  convincing shred of  convincing 
evidence evidence 

The Irish Climate and 
Health Alliance, of  which 
Colm Byrne is spokesman 



stated that “1,400 lives are 
needlessly lost in Ireland 
due to poor air quality 
every year,” and that being 
exposed to domestic fuel is 
linked with inflammatory 
bowel disease, infertility 
and miscarriage. However, 
according to Dr. David 
Monaghan, a U.S. based 
science
and medical journalist, 
this is nothing short of  
pseudoscience,

“This number or its 
correlative of  1,300 
‘premature deaths’ have 
been repeated over and 
over in recent years without 
a shred of  convincing 
evidence...”

Regarding turf  
burning being linked to 
inflammatory bowel disease, 
infertility and miscarriage, 



Dr. Monaghan retorted,
“‘Dr.’ Byrne bills himself  
an expert on a field that 
has never before existed – 
stroke and parlour smoke. 
His claims are made on the 
basis of  a graduate student 
analysis in which he sought 
to tie increasing stroke 
rates from lower-incidence 
suburban neighbourhoods 
to higher incidences among 
elderly residents of  Dublin’s 
heavily congested centre 
by citing rising numbers 
of  a controversial measure 
of  so-called ‘PM 2.5’ 
microparticles per square 
metre. 

“To put this in perspective, 
the hugely polluted Chinese 
city of  Wuhan has up to 
15 times the ambient 
number of  these Flann 
O’Brien-like particles (158 
micrograms per metre) as 



is recorded in Dublin but 
there is absolutely no data 
to indicate that Wuhan is 
undergoing a cataclysmic 
rise in strokes.

“A typical bracing day in 
rural Donegal – where turf  
selling is to be banned 
forever – might have an 
ambient level of  these 
invisible nasties on an order 
of  perhaps 10,000 times 
less.



“More egregiously, Colm 
Byrne’s study does not even 
appear to have controlled 
for variations in such 
fundamental stroke risk 
factors as economic well-
being, exercise, dietary 
health, living conditions, 
and alcohol and tobacco 
consumption, as would 
be pronounced between 
suburban and inner-city 
lifestyles.

…there’s …there’s 
a huge difference a huge difference 

in air quality when in air quality when 
we compare central we compare central 

Dublin with Inis Dublin with Inis 

“It simply came up with a 
thin statistical correlation 
using an ‘ecological-time-
series design with Poisson 



regression models.’ This 
is why the study has never 
been published in any 
reputable, peer-reviewed 
medical journal. Instead, it 
has appeared in two variants 
as one of  hundreds of  so-
called Poster Presentations 
competing for attention 
on the outer Siberia of  
auditorium floors of  two 
medical conventions and 
was not featured in either’s 
several hundred formal 
scientific presentations. But 
this didn’t stop Byrne from 
ending one poster with the 
ringing pronouncement: 
‘The urban burning of  solid 
fuels should be severely 
restricted.’”

Despite all of  this, Colm 
Byrne is now demanding 
that turf  burning is quashed 
across the island, despite 
the fact that there’s a huge 



difference in air quality 
when we compare central 
Dublin with Inis Mór or 
Armagh with Roscommon. 
Abolishing turf  burning 
would, “ have 1 millionth 
of  the impact of  China’s 
43 massive new coal-fired 
plants coming on stream 
this year” according to Dr. 
Monaghan, so firstly, what’s 
the urgency - and secondly 
is it really worth stopping 
turf  burning when it isn’t a 
serious issue?

The Climate and Health 
Alliance have put great 
pressure on the Government 
to act and put a ban on 
the commercial sale of  
turf  on public health and 
environmental grounds 
from September, but Sinn 
Féin president Mary Lou 
McDonald stated that her 
party does not support the 



ban, 
“It is the wrong move at this 
time… In many homes, the 
only way that people are 
going to heat their homes is 
by burning peat”.

But Colm Byrne believes the 
September cut-off needs to 
be adhered to as, 

“The health impact of  
domestic fuel burning is 
devastating. It is the main 
source of  microscopic 
pollutants known as PM2.5 
responsible for an estimated 
92% of  air pollution deaths 
in Ireland.”

Let’s be fair, even if  Byrne’s 
assertions were completely 
correct, this IS very bad 
timing  -  when the cost of  
living is soaring and the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
will suffer most. 



Admittedly, the Climate and 
Health Alliance said that the 
ban on turf  must coincide 
with a serious ramping up 
of  retrofitting, 

“Crucially, while we 
fully support proposed 
restrictions for sound 
health reasons, we cannot 
be blind to the potential 
for fuel poverty for some 
people, so it is essential 
that new regulations are 
accompanied by measures 
ensuring that nobody is left 
without an affordable means 
of  heating their home 
safely. This will necessitate 
an accelerated national 
retrofitting programme 
focusing first on people 
at risk of  fuel poverty 
and increases in the fuel 
allowance to ensure that 
nobody on low income is 



out of  pocket due to the 
legislation.” 

But even if  the fuel poverty 
is dealt with - what about 
our cultural heritage? 
Burning turf  has been a part 
of  Irish life since the 17th 
Century. Perhaps Seamus 
Heaney was prophetic with 
the lines,

“Through living roots 
awaken in my head, 

But I’ve no spade to follow 
men like them.”



For around 3,000 employees 
in the UK, the 4-day week 
will soon become reality 
– at least for six months. 
Sixty British companies and 
organisations have signed 
up for the largest trial of  a 
4-day week to date. The start 

The 4-Day 
Working Week 

Coming to Ireland

The 4-day week will 
soon become reality 

in London – at least for six 
months with the largest trial 
of  a 4-day week to date.  
Kathrin Glosel reports.



date is June 2022. Kathrin 
Glosel reports.

The trial is being organised 
by 4-Day-Week-Global, 
together with the think tank 
Autonomy. Researchers from 
Cambridge, Oxford, and 
Boston College universities 



will monitor and evaluate 
the field trial. Participating 
employers include the Royal 
Society of  Biology, brewing 
company Pressure Drop and 
a fish ‘n chips store.

“The four-day week 
challenges the current 
working model and helps 
companies move away from 
simply measuring hours 
worked and focus more on 
performance delivered,” 
said Joe O’Connor, 4-Day 
Week, Global’s pilot project 
manager.

4-day week in Great 
Britain: 4 days of  work – 

with the same pay

Researchers will work 
with each organisation to 
study the impact of  shorter 



work hours on employee 
productivity and well-being, 
as well as the impact on 
environmental and gender 
issues. Participants will 
work one day less per week – 
but receive the same pay.

According to the 
organisations conducting 
the field trial, workers 
are expected to follow the 
“100:80:100 model”. They 
receive 100 percent of  the 
pay for 80 percent of  the 
time. In return, they are 
expected to try to maintain 
100 percent
productivity.

4-day week: Largest 
study to date in Iceland 
was an overwhelming 

success



The largest study of  its 
kind to date took place in 
Reykjavík, the capital of  
Iceland. More than 2,500 
employees took part in the 
study. It was hailed as a 
success: Employees reported 
that they were less stressed. 
Their risk of  burnout 
decreased, and there was no 
negative impact on 
productivity or quality of  
service. The 2015 and 2016 
trials led to significant 
changes in the country.

Last year, 86 percent of  
employees in Iceland either 
worked shorter weeks or had 
contracts that allowed them 
to reduce their hours. At the 
time, Will Stronge, research 
director at Autonomy, said,

 “This study shows that 
the world’s largest trial 
of  shorter work weeks in 



the public sector was an 
overwhelming success by 
any measure.”

Corona has changed 
priorities among 
working people

The pandemic has changed 
the way we work: More 
home offices, digitised work 
processes, less commute 
time. Employees have had 
to take control of  their own 
time management. Most 
have realised they can work 
differently, but equally 
efficiently.

IngImage



“Sometimes it takes a major 
disruptor to break deeply 
ingrained social and cultural 
norms. We’re seeing that 
right now with the five-day 
work week. Now comes the 
flexible working revolution 
sparked by Corona. Those 
who think we’re going to 
turn back the clock to two 
years ago are just thinking 
of  an illusion - the four 
day week is an idea whose 
time has now come.” Joe 
O’Connor is certain.

Sometimes it takes a 
major disruptor to break 

deeply ingrained social and 
cultural norms. 



The trial in the UK is now 
being run in parallel with 
similar pilot projects here 
in Ireland and in the United 
States, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand.

Have your say: 

Do you feel you’d be more 
productive with a 4-day 
work week? Tweet us @
BigIssueIreland

Want to show your 
support? 

People all over the world 
are calling on Governments 
and business to implement 
a shorter working week. 
You can join the movement 
and sign the international 



petition today at :

https://www.4dayweek.com

A business that wants 
to implement the 4-day 

week?

If  you’re a business 
that wants to make the 
transition, you can learn 
more about Ireland’s Pilot 
Scheme here: 

https://fourdayweek.ie



The Real Michael The Real Michael 
Landon: Landon: 

A Misogynistic Bully?A Misogynistic Bully?

Issues: Tales of Hollywood



Body-shaming, 
misogynistic 

comments, swearing, 
offensive jokes - sadly 
beloved father-figure 
Michael Landon was not 
the wholesome, upright 
man many believed he 
was.  Shaun Anthony 
reports.

Widely watched Little 
House on the Prairie, that 
wholesome show that went 
on for nine seasons (204 
episodes and 4 specials) 
which told the story of  
a poor family living in 
Walnut Grove, Minnesota 
in the 1870s-1890s. Michael 
Landon, or Pa as he was 
affectionately called on the 
show was the hardworking, 



devoted husband and father 
and due to his choices in 
further screen roles and 
his public persona, people 
believed Landon to be like 
his characters - a righteous, 
agreeable family man. 
This was far from the truth 
however.

Landon Displayed a 
Determined Streak from 

Early Childhood

Michael Landon was born 
Eugene Orowitz on 31st 
October 1936 in the borough 
of  Queens, New York to 
Catholic mother, Peggy (née 
O’Neill) and Jewish father, 
Eli Orowitz. He had one 
sister, Evelyn who was 
born three years earlier. 

From a young age, those 
around Landon noticed 



he had a very strong will 
and determined streak, 
when he was 12 and due to 
celebrate his bar mitzvah 
at Temple Beth Sholom, his 
family noticed “he would 
study non-stop” and “would 
bicycle each day to a nearby 
town to learn Hebrew” (so 
he could recite the prayers 
correctly). 

Determined to Excel

Michael was always 
determined to excel - 
and that included in his 
schoolwork and sports 
(which would later result 

…
he had a deeply 

traumatic childhood, 
mainly at the hands of  his 

mother… 



in him receiving a full 
university scholarship). This 
was exceptional, considering 
he had a deeply traumatic 
childhood, mainly at the 
hands of  his mother, she 
routinely attempted suicide 
and Michael usually found 
her or had to intercept: on 
one occasion she tried to 
drown herself  whilst they 
were on holiday. Another 
time, when Michael 
intervened, his mother held 
a knife to his throat. This 
stress in the home caused 
such anguish that Michael 
became a chronic bedwetter 
and, Peggy, knowing his 
deep shame, would taunt 
him by holding the wet sheet 
from the window when he 
was due home from school 
and bellow to his friends 
and fellow students as they 
walked home that he was a 
big baby who wets the bed 



every night.

Now, whilst Landon’s early 
experiences at the hands of  
his mother is no excuse for 
what you’re about to read, it 
does give us food for thought 
regarding his conduct with 
women throughout his 
career and life.

“A world away from the 
wholesome, loving man he 

portrayed…”

In a recent book by Alison 
Arngrim (who played Nellie 
Oleson) on Little House, she 
said Landon was,
 
“a world away from the 
wholesome, loving man he 
portrayed on the show” 
and stated he,

 “created a mad men sexist 



culture on set …. An old boys 
club”.  

Arngrim is far from alone; 
Karen Grassle who played 
Landon’s wife on the show 
spoke a couple of  years ago 
about the star, “refusing  to 
pay me a fair wage” (Landon 
said she only deserved the 
child rate as “you aren’t 
as good as you think you 
are”), he would also wait 
until other men were around 
and “mock my body in 
front of  them”, “claim he 

With Litte House co-star Karen 
Grassle and  on-screen daughter 
Sidney Greenbush



could smell sex off me”, 
scream“c*nt” and other 
insults. Knowing Grassle 
was a religious, conservative 
woman, Landon would 
ensure he “hiked up” the 
crude talk and swearing 
around her. Things became 
so bad in Landon’s presence 
that Grassle, who used 
alcohol to relax, found 
herself  in the throws of  
alcoholism. 

Karen 
Grassle who 

played Landon’s wife on 
the show spoke about the 

star, 
“refusing to pay me a 

fair wage”

Landon Chips at Grassle’s 
Self-Esteem 

Ironically, when Grassle 



auditioned for the role, it 
was Landon who made it 
clear they had to cast her. 
He loved that Grassle had 
come in wearing a dress 
and no make-up and found 
her quiet demeanour 
sweet, yet when she was 
cast, he immediately 
began chipping at her self-
esteem by claiming her 
performances were “not up 
to scratch.” Landon, who 
drank copious amounts of  
booze on-set decided to have 
a bar installed just off-set 
and so, between takes and 
to calm her nerves, Grassle 
began drinking more and 
more. When the second 
season was proving an even 
bigger hit with audiences, 
Grassle asked Landon if  
he could review her salary 
and pay her the same as 
her colleagues, but again he 
stated she only deserved a 



child’s wage and retorted,  

“I don’t even think the 
audience like you anyway.”  

When Grassle stood her 
ground and stated he was 
being “a bully,” things took 
a turn for the worse. From 
that day forward, when the 
dailies were being reviewed, 
he would point out parts of  
Grassle’s face or body and 
laugh - calling others over to 
look.

He’d make Grassle be 
there but would keep the 
conversation between the 
men and they knew better 
than not snigger with him. 
Grassle found during the 
Ingalls’ bedroom scenes 
(which, of  course were 
squeaky clean on-screen)  
Landon would “entertain the 
on-set male workers” and 



they, according to Grassle, 
played along by “egging him 
on” to, without doing into 
detail be ungentlemanly 
around her. Grassle said 
these experiences,
 “….left me frozen …””

Arngrim spoke in recent 
times about Landon being 
“mad, bad and dangerous 
to know”, she also stated 
he’d tell “very inappropriate 
jokes” and, like most cast 
members have stated, would 
become a bully to the person 

Landon with Grassle & onscreen daughters Melissa 
Gilbert, Sidney Greenbush & Melissa Sue Anderson



or cast member who didn’t 
laugh. She said he would 
“arrive on set in his Ferrari” 
and drove “a lot of  people 
crazy”. A far cry from his 
character Pa Ingles!

Bullying Beyond Little House 

Of  course, it was not just on 
Little House on the Prairie 
that Landon treated women 
very poorly. In 1982, hot off 
the success of  the historical 
drama, Landon was hired 
to star opposite Priscilla 
Presley in the adventure 
drama film, Love is Forever. 
Director Hall Bartlett 
found Landon ridiculous, 
demanding at least 4 inch 
lifts in all his shoes and then 
mocking Priscilla Presley for 
needing an extra couple of  
minutes to do her hair. 



Landon, according to 
Bartlett “ was a bully” who 
fought to get his own way 
at all times. Landon had 
wrangled to be part of  the 
production process and 
was co-producer (and to be 
fair, he had directed a fair 
number of  episodes of  Little 
House and enjoyed having a 
hand in the creative process) 
however, Barlett told the 
press, 

“I thought Landon would be 
more like his Little House 
on the Prairie character 
Charles Ingalls …. but he is 
the biggest liar I’ve ever met 
in the picture business.” 

Barlett also believed that 
Landon should not be 
mocking Presley and making 
little of  her in front of  the 
cast and crew, stating, “the 



vulgar language needs to 
stop” but that just made 
Landon worse. Bartlett 
would later tell the press 
that, 

“Michael Landon is a man 
who needs taken to the mat. 
You have to demand more 
from him. If  you let him 
walk over you, he’ll have you 
for hors d’oeuvres.” 
Priscilla at the time said it 
was a horrible experience 
working with Landon but 
recently stated that she’d 
forgiven Michael for his bad 
behaviour on set because, 

“He was stressed. Michael 
needed to be in control  at 
all times and not having 
complete control of  the 
production bothered him.”



“Upgrading” his women

Michael had always had an 
eye for the ladies. He left his 
first wife Dodie for Marjorie 
Lynn Noe whom he met on 
the set of  Bonanza. Lynn 
(as she was known) was 
besotted by Landon, whom 
she claimed she’d made “my 
God” and when Michael 
started dating a teenager 

Landon with Priscilla Presley 



on the set of  Little House 
(a stand-in named Cindy 
Clerico) she struggled to 
cope. 

Michael made no secret 
of  the fact he liked to 
“upgrade” to younger, more 
attractive partners every few 
years. Not only did this lead 
to very poor relationships 
with the mothers of  his 
kids but with his coworkers. 
Melissa Gilbert for instance, 
who played his daughter 
on-set was devastated, as 
she referred to Landon as 
“Uncle Mike” and Lynn 
as “Auntie Lynn” and her 
family and theirs holidayed 
and socialised together all 
the time. She later recalled 
feeling like, “there was a 
death  in the family.” She 
went on to say that, 

“From then our relationship 



started to dissolve. He was 
like a father to me. I felt 
betrayed. He was making a 
new life that didn’t include 
me. I felt confused, betrayed 
and abandoned by him. I 
wasn’t supposed to feel all 
this as he wasn’t my real 
dad, he wasn’t my family 
and because, if  you asked 
my mother, my life was 
charmed and perfect. I 
was on a hit TV show, met 
amazing people, and acted 
in movies during my time 
off. What complaints could I 
have? But this was difficult. 

“My parents sided with Lynn 
but I was attached to Mike 
and I adored him. He was 
also so handsome and full 
of  energy. I enjoyed being 
with him so much I didn’t 
like going home (admittedly, 
she hadn’t the most stable of  
childhoods) but I felt he had 



just abandoned me.” 

Lynn Noe notoriously 
refused to attend Michael’s 
funeral claiming, 

“.....he was dead to me 
already” and never blamed 
Cindy for stealing Michael, 
“If  it hadn’t been Cindy, it 
would have been another 
young woman, let’s face it.”

Michael 
made no secret 

of  the fact he liked to 
“upgrade” to younger, 

more 
attractive partners 

every few years.

Landon was a Difficult Man

Michael Landon was 
definitely a difficult man, but 



like he stated in the years 
before his death, his early 
life was nothing short of  
“torment” and how he felt 
that his mother’s constant 
mental and psychological 
abuse coloured his 
perception of  all women,

 “Mother needed to control 
me and taunt me at all 
times. I always wanted free 
of  her. She was a childish 
person who was always 
attempting suicide. She 
would stick her head in the 
oven, but she always had 
knee pads on the floor or one 
window open. In a family 
like that you get to thinking, 
‘Gee, if  it’s Tuesday, it must 
be suicide.’” 



Michael 
Landon was 

definitely a difficult 
man, but like he stated in 
the years before his death, 
his early life was nothing 

short of
 “torment”…

No Excuse for Poor 
Behaviour

Whilst this is no excuse 
for Michael being a pain 
in the backside, it does 
give an insight into what 
could have caused his 
behaviour. Perhaps it will 
also help us consider how 
other people’s behaviours 
could be coloured by their 
childhoods.



Death on Ireland’s Eye: 
A Trial By Media?

William Burke Kirwan 
lived a secret double 

life until his wife’s death, 
but was he really guilty of  
murdering her or did the 
heavy hand of  Victorian 
moral outrage play its part, 
resulting in a trial by media? 
Sam McMurdock reports.

On 6th September 1852, 
Maria Kirwan and her 
husband, William Burke 
Kirwan boarded a little boat 



in Howth Harbour at 10am 
to travel the short passage 
to the small, uninhabited 
island overlooking Howth, 
Ireland’s Eye. The couple 
from the well-to-do Upper 
Merrion Street were renting 
a house from a local woman, 
Margaret Campbell for the 
summer. William was an 
incredibly rich man who was 
an artist and anatomical 
draughtsman, working 
mainly for Dublin hospitals, 
drawing patients’ diseases 
and injuries and so spent 
most of  his time in the city 
on business. Maria and 
William loved Ireland’s 
Eye as William delighted in 
painting evolving sunsets 
and sketching wildlife and 
Maria, a strikingly beautiful 
woman according to all 
reports, had a passion for 
diving, swimming and 
bathing.



No sooner 
had Maria’s body 

been laid in the grave, 
than new details came 

to light inciting 
suspicion…

When the boat returned to 
Ireland’s Eye ten hours later, 
at 8pm, the small crew of  
fishermen found William, a 
solitary figure sitting on the 
rocks. One of  the fishermen 
asked, “Where’s you wife?” 
To which William replied, 
“I haven’t seen my wife in 
quite a while.” William went 
on to state that the last time 
he seen her she’d said she 
was going to the Long Hole, 
an isolated patch of  craggy 
shore renowned for being 
very dangerous.

The fishermen set off 



searching for Maria on the 
0.08 square mile island, 
heading first to the Long 
Hole and that’s where one 
of  the fishermen, Patrick 
Nangle found her between 
two rocks, lying on the 
blanket she’d brought for a 
picnic, covered in bruises 
and scratches. When Patrick 
broke the news to William 
he let out an ear shattering, 
animalistic cry and 
collapsed to the ground. 

Upon reaching some 
semblance of  composure 

A sketch of Maria Kirwan 
by her husband.
Gill Books



he asked Patrick to look 
for his wife’s clothing and 
Nangle searched for 15-
20 minutes, reporting 
back that there was no 
sign. Patrick explained it 
didn’t matter about the 
garments, they needed to 
get back to the mainland 
and report the incident to 
the police, however, William 
was adamant and set off to 
search the route Patrick had 
taken and came back stating 
her clothes were sitting on 
the rocks, “over there”. 
Patrick explained he’d just 
been there twice, searching 
extensively, but went back to 
appease him, this time 
finding the outfit folded 
and sitting on the rock 
(why William didn’t just lift 
the garments is anyone’s 
guess but Nangle felt it was 
important enough to state 
at the trial) that the clothes 



appeared despite being 
confident they hadn’t been 
previously.

Patrick wrapped Maria’s 
corpse in a sail and the 
men took her to Mrs. 
Campbell’s where three 
female neighbours washed 
and tended to the body. 
The next day at the inquest 
it was decided that Maria 
had accidentally drowned 
and she was put to rest a 
few days later in Glasnevin 
Cemetery.

No sooner had Maria’s body 



been laid in the grave, than 
new details came to light 
inciting suspicion around 
William Burke Kirwan. 
Stories were circulating 
around town about William’s 
alleged cruelty towards his 
wife - not only was he nasty- 
he had a secret double life. 
The press had a field day, 
not only in Ireland but in 
the UK, implying that if  
William was living a secret 
life with a mistress and 
eight children, he must 
be a man of  ill-repute … 
perhaps even a man capable 
of  his wife’s murder …. and 
other murders. Each day 
the stories became more 
scandalous and swiftly 
the public turned against 
William.

Maria’s corpse was 
exhumed for postmortem 
by Dr. George Hatchell 



who stated her body 
showed signs of  manual 
asphyxiation. When the 
coffin was raised it was 
completely saturated in 
water, that summer had 
been incredibly wet - not 
ideal conditions for reaching 
a conclusive determination, 
yet Hatchell spoke like 
his judgement was fact. 
Following rigorous cross-
examination from barrister, 
Isaac Butt, the doctor 
admitted that maybe Maria 
wrestled with herself  - but 
by then he had apparently 
made his mark on the jury.

A Media Sensation

Kirwan’s subsequent arrest 
and trial caused a media 
sensation across the U.K. 
The trial, which took place 
in Dublin’s Green Street 
courthouse in December 



1852, attracted huge crowds 
hoping to see the man who 
was splashed across every 
newspaper.

…the English 
press 

portrayed the ‘crime’ as 
somehow 

typically Irish…

It has been reported in the 
‘papers that William had 
kept a mistress (Maria 
Teresa Kenny) and eight 
children in Sandymount 
for the last 10 years of  his 
12 year marriage - and in 
court this was presented as 
a motive to murder his wife. 
The fact William was an 
Evangelical Protestant and 
his wife a Catholic was also 
suggested as a motivating 
force, despite the fact 



Maria’s mother stated that 
William and her daughter 
were always happy and he 
treated her with nothing but 
love and respect. Witnesses 
claimed they heard Maria 
scream around the time of  
her death and the property 
owner declared she’d heard 
the couple argue. William’s 
mistress’ maid Catherine 
Byrne (whose wages he 
paid) who had a long-term 
vendetta against William 
claimed she’d reason to 
believe William had killed 
his wife and had, “made 
away with with other 
members of  the family 
under very suspicious 
circumstances.”

Mrs. Crowe, the mother of  
Maria, contradicted this 
information,
 “There could not be a 
quieter husband than 



Kirwan was to her daughter, 
who had a full supply for 
her every want,” and she 
gave many illustrations of  
Mrs. Byrne’s vindictiveness 
against Kirwan.

Despite this, William was 
sentenced to death. He 
addressed the judge, 

“Convinced as I am that my 
hopes in this world are at 
an end, I do most solemnly 
declare in the presence of  
this court, and before the 
God before Whom I expect 

Howth Harbour and Ireland’s Eye
Library Ireland



soon to stand, that I had 
neither act nor part nor 
knowledge of  my late wife’s 
death, and I state further 
that I never treated her 
unkindly, as her own mother 
can testify.”

William arranged for 
his mistress to receive a 
substantial sum and she 
swiftly sent the children 
off to boarding school and 
emigrated to America to 
avoid press intrusion.

New Evidence Emerges

As new evidence emerged, 
including a sound test that 
proved screams could not 
be heard from Ireland’s 
Eye on the mainland and 
that Maria had been prone 
to Epileptic Fits, William’s 
sentence was commuted to 
life imprisonment.



Kirwan was sent to Spike 
Island, Co. Cork, and apart 
from some time in Bermuda 
penal colony, remained there 
until his release in 1879. 
Ordered to leave the country, 
he emigrated to America 
and re-joined his common-
law wife and family, and 
died in 1880. 

The mystery of  what 
happened on Ireland’s Eye 
has never been determined. 

Before Kirwan 
was jailed, the English 

press portrayed the ‘crime’ 
as somehow typically Irish

The case has continued to 
fascinate legal experts and 
amateur sleuths, who have 



been unable to agree on 
Kirwan’s guilt.

Before Kirwan was 
jailed, the English press 
portrayed the ‘crime’ as 
somehow typically Irish 
but, even more curiously, 
after the guilty verdict, the 
Irish justice system was 
lambasted as absurd.

Whatever happened, there’s 
little doubt that the media 
played a much larger role in 
this case than they should 
have and unfortunately, 
months after the case, the 
English were still portraying 
the Irish as criminals 
and our legal system as 
incompetent.

Death on Ireland’s Eye by 
Dean Ruxton (Gill Books) is 
available from all good book 
shops, online & on Audible.
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When the CIA’s most 
skilled operative, whose 
true identity is known to 

Screen 
Scene

  The Gray Man ****

Starring: Ryan Gosling, Chris 
Evans.
Run Time: 122 mins
Streaming on: Netflix
Available: 22nd July.



none accidentally uncovers 
dark agency secrets, a 
psychopathic former 
colleague puts a bounty on 
his head, setting off a global 
manhunt by international 
assassins. 

Ryan Gosling shines as 
Court Gentry/Sierra Six, the 
CIA black ops mercenary 
who steals every scene. The 
film is based on the 2009 
novel of  the same name by 
Mark Greaney and with a 
budget of  $200m, this is the 
most expensive film ever 
produced by Netflix. 

Even if  action thrillers aren’t 
your thing, Rosling’s star 
quality and the supporting 
steller cast make this a 
must-see.



Ryan Gosling in The Gray Man

Physical (Season 2) ***

Starring: Rose Byrne, Rory Scovel.
Run Time: 10 x 30 mins
Streaming on: Apple TV+
Available to stream: Currently

Ryan Gosling in The Gray Man

This is the story of  Sheila 
Rubin (Rose Byrne) and 
how she navigates into a 
world of  glamour, fame, 
and success by learning and 
then teaching aerobics. She 



launches her first fitness 
video sucessfuly but faces 
new and bigger obstacles 
including being attracted to 
another man and loyalty to 
her husband and the values 
he represents. Her new 
competiton in the fitness 
business adds to the daily 
struggles to keep up. Those 
who loved Season 1 will be in 
for a treat.



 Nazi sa Ghaeltacht  
***

Starring: N/A
Streaming: TG4 CatchUp
Run Time: 60 mins
Available to stream: 
Currently.

Investigative journalist 
Kevin Magee uncovers 
the work of  Nazi party 
member and Irish scholar 
Dr. Ludwig Mühlhausen. 
Mühlhausen spent six weeks 
in the Gaeltacht hamlet of  
Teileann in South Donegal in 
1937 collecting folklore and 
improving his Ulster Irish, 
but that was not the only 
work he carried out while he 
was there. As Kevin reveals, 
in reality he was working 
as a Nazi spy, gathering 



information and passing it 
on to the Third Reich.

Kendall Rae ****

Starring:N/A
Streaming: YouTube
Run Time:  Varies
Available to stream: 
Currently

Kendall Rae is a true-crime 
content creator on YouTube 
who has nearly 3.5 million 
subscribers and nearly 
a billion views. There’s 
hundreds of  excellently 
researched and presented 



true crime cases, from 
famous murders in history, 
to missing people to serial 
killers and mysteries. 
Particularly interesting 
videos include the killing of  
vlogger Gabby Petito and 
Tania Head: Fake Survivor 
(the woman who claimed to 
be a survivor of  the attacks 
on the World Trade Center 
on September 11, 2001.)



Under The Banner Of  
Heaven **

Starring: Andrew Garfield, 
Sam Worthington.
Streaming: Disney+
Run Time: 10 x 88 mins
Available to 
watch: Currently

Under the Banner of  
Heaven, inspired by the 
true crime bestseller by Jon 
Krakauer, follows the events 
that led to the 1984 murder 
of  Brenda Wright Lafferty 
(Daisy Edgar-Jones) and her 
baby daughter in a suburb in 
the Salt Lake Valley, Utah. As 
Detective Jeb Pyre (Andrew 
Garfield) investigates events 
that transpired within the 
Lafferty family, he uncovers 
buried truths about the 
origins of  the LDS religion 
and the violent consequences 



of  unyielding faith. What 
Pyre, a devout Mormon, 
unearths leads him to 
question his own faith.



Russia’s Ukraine 
Atrocities 

Russian attitudes to 
Ukrainians can help to 

explain the atrocities. Ksenlya 
Oksamytna reports.

View of a civilian building damaged following a Russian rocket attack the city of 
Kyiv, Ukraine — Photo by palinchak



Speaking to journalist 
Sophie Raworth on 
the BBC’s Sunday Morning 
show recently, former 
war crimes prosecutor Sir 
Howard Morrison, now 
an advisor to the Ukraine 
government, highlighted 
the dangers posed by the 
negative – often insulting 
and dehumanising – 
statements made by some 
Russian politicians and 
media personalities about 
Ukraine and its people.

“Genocide is often rooted 
in the way that one nation 
or one ethnic group views 
another and how it describes 
them,” Morrison said, citing 
the way Nazis referred to the 
Poles as “subhuman” before 
and during the second world 
war, or the way Hutu elites 
in Rwanda referred to Tutsis 
as “cockroaches” before 



the 1994 genocide. “It’s this 
dehumanisation – and the 
pretence that they are not 
a real people or have a real 
culture.”

The many crimes 
documented in Ukraine 
committed by Russian 
soldiers have caused fury 
and hurt among Ukrainians 
– but hardly surprise. The 
conditions and attitudes 
described by Morrison have 
existed for 
centuries: Russians have 
viewed Ukrainians as 
inferior since before the 
Soviet era.

A recent report from the 
Atlantic Council found that 
Vladimir Putin’s regime had 
“mobilised anti-Ukrainian 
hysteria among Russians in 
the decade leading up to the 
Kremlin’s 2014 aggression”.



In 2012, Putin’s power was 
shaken by the Bolotnaya 
Square protests in Moscow, 
immediately prior to 
the Russian president’s 
inauguration for his third 
term which many Russian 
dissidents believe he won 
illegitimately. Then in 2014, 
Putin was unnerved to see 
pro-democracy protesters 
succeed during Ukraine’s 
“Revolution of  Dignity”. 
Shortly thereafter, Russia 
annexed Crimea and began 
a covert campaign of  armed 
violence in the Donbas.

Since then, Russian 
propaganda has portrayed 
Ukraine 
as a failed state that has 
descended into chaos and 
disorder. In Russia, the 
ghosts of  the past are not 
so much the Soviet-era 
repressions but rather the 



struggles and privations 
of  the 1990s, such as the 
extreme poverty and open 
mafia violence during 
Russia’s unsuccessful 
transition to democracy. 
Putin likes to paint himself  
as a guarantor of  stability. 
This is the somewhat 
Faustian bargain Russian 
society has accepted, giving 
up their freedoms for this 
stability.

During Soviet 
times, Ukraine was 
considered second only 
to Russia in the USSR 
hierarchy, treated 
better than the central 
Asian republics. Russians 
nowadays see Ukraine as the 
most culturally proximate 
former Soviet nation, so 
Ukraine’s embrace of  
democracy and human 
rights puzzled many of  



them. They wrote it off as 
something that Ukrainians, 
who are stereotyped by 
Russians as “simple-
minded” and “naive”, had 
bought into against their 
best interests with EU and 
US encouragement.

Democratic reforms 
introduced in Ukraine 
in order to deepen its 
engagement with the EU 
meant visa-free travel 
to Schengen states for 
Ukrainians, something 
that deeply angered 
many Russians who 
wondered how “inferior” 
Ukrainians could be allowed 
into the EU without a visa 
while Russians needed one.
 
A commentator on a 
Russian online forum in 
2016 imagined the entire 
population of  Ukraine 



abandoning their homeland 
to “clean toilets” in the EU: 
95% of  the population [of  
Ukraine] does not need 
[visa-free travel to the EU]: 
they do not have money for 
Euro-tourism, and “visa-
free” does not give the right 
to work in Europe … No one 
in their right mind would 
provide even a half-visa 
regime to an impoverished 
country full of  weapons 
and laws that do not work. 
And what types of  work are 
and will be performed by 
Ukrainian migrant workers 
in Europe – everyone knows 
too … Prostitution and 
cleaning toilets is called 
“European integration”.

This comment represents 
Russian stereotypes of  
Ukraine as poor, disorderly 
and lacking civic patriotism 
– and of  Ukrainians as 



“second-class” Europeans. 
Researchers have also 
documented various forms 
of  hate speech denigrating 
Ukrainians and denying 
Ukrainian statehood on 
Russia’s most popular social 
network, VK.

Vladimir 
Putin’s regime 

had “mobilised anti-
Ukrainian hysteria 

among Russians in the 
decade leading up to 
the Kremlin’s 2014 

aggression”.



Cognitive Dissonance

When the Russian forces 
began the full-scale invasion 
of  Ukraine in February 
2022, most Russian soldiers 
expected not only to be 
greeted as liberators but 
also to find people suffering 
under the yoke of  “Nazi 
usurpers”. They thought 
Ukraine would be like 
Russia of  the 1990s – 
divided, disorganised and 
poor.

Ukraine’s per capita GDP 
was US$3,725 (£3,000) in 
2020, while Russia’s was 
almost three times higher 
a US$10,127. On the other 
hand, as recently as 2017, 
Ukraine topped the list 
of  the world’s most equal 
countries by the Gini index. 
Russia was a long way down 



the list. 

In fact, Russian 
invaders found neat, 
prosperous villages and 
towns where people 
lived decently and as 
communities. Ukrainians 
apparently could have it 
all: a democracy and an 
economy, imperfect but 
functioning.

The invaders were 
astonished at 
Ukrainians’ standards 
of  living(Russian looters 
were reportedly surprised 
at the sight of  Nutella in 
Ukrainian houses, which 
they apparently saw as a 
sign of  untold luxury). 

They were also surprised 
by Ukraine’s community 
spirit: mayors, priests 
and volunteers braved 



bullets to distribute food 
to compatriots, rejecting 
and defying Russian 
soldiers’ threats and bribes. 
This stood in stark contrast 
with the Russian military 
leadership’s disregard for 
supplying, directing and 
evacuating  its soldiers.   

Confronted with Ukraine’s 
stiff resistance but 
also signs of  a good life, 
Russian soldiers must have 
wondered how Ukrainians, 

Refugees from Ukraine on the border with Slovakia (checkpoint 
“Uzhgorod-Vyshne Nemeckoe”) in the Zakarpatya regions. — Photo by 
Fotoreserg



considering their 
stereotyping in Russia as 
“simple” and “naive”, could 
have built a functioning 
country on their own. 

Putin 
likes to paint 

himself  as a guarantor 
of  stability. This is 

the somewhat Faustian 
bargain Russian society 
has accepted, giving up 
their freedoms for this 

stability.

The narrative of  Ukraine 
being under the control of  – 
variously – the west, George 
Soros or “Judaeo-Masons” 
would have resonated 
with the soldiers. And, as 
Morrison said, stereotyping 
and denigrating a people as 



inferior or lacking agency 
makes atrocities and looting 
more likely to happen, as we 
are seeing in Ukraine.

Kseniya Oksamytna is a 
lecturer in International 
Politics, City, University of  
London. Courtesy of  The 
Conversation: https://
theconversation.com/uk

Proud Supporters of  
Ireland’s Big Issue 
& Homeless Street 

Leagues





Ireland’s Male & 
Female Street Soccer 
Teams Reach Finals 
of UNHCR Fair Play 
World Refugee Cup.

Dublin ladies



The Irish Homeless Street 
Leagues were delighted to 
have three teams competing 
in the recent UNHCR Fair 
Play World Refugee Cup.
Our good friends at Sport 
Against Racism Ireland 
(S.A.R.I) are heavily 
involved in the tournament’s 
organisation and we would 
like to thank both them and 
the UNHCR Ireland for the 
invites.

The tournament is held 
every June to draw attention 
to the millions of  people 
who have been forced to 
leave their home due to war, 
persecution, famine and 
other natural disasters. 

The Irish Homeless Street 
Leagues fully support 
the integration of  the 
players into Irish society and 



believe that the tournament 
is a great way to help that 
process along. 

While our Cork team 
narrowly missed out on a 
place in the quarter finals, 
both our male and 
female Dublin teams made 
it to their respective finals, 
The female team were beaten 
in extra time by Diverse City 
FC 3-2 and our male team 
also suffered ad an agonising 
defeat, losing in a penalty 
shoot out to Pique Blinders 

Participating IHSL teams:  Dublin Men



4-3 after a hugely eventful 
final.

While it is tough to take two 
cup final defeats in 
quick succession we are 
extremely proud of  the
players who gave their all in 
every game.

The day was a great success 
as it brought together players 
from all backgrounds with 
all matches played in a 
competitive but respectful 
manner. 

Dublin Ladies and Cork Men. 



The weather also played its 
part - where else but Ireland 
can you get sunburnt and 
soaked on the same day!

We look forward to 
competing again in 2023 
where we hope to go one 
better.

Proud Supporters of Ireland’s Big 
Issue & Homeless Street Leagues







Patricia Scanlan’s 
Book Club

Patricia Scanlan was born 
in Dublin, where she still 

lives. She is a #1 bestselling 
author and has sold millions 
of  books worldwide. Her 
books are translated in 
many languages. Patricia 
is the series editor and a 
contributing author to the 
award winning Open Door 
Literacy series.

This issue, Patricia brings her 
favourite books of the moment.



The Wedding Party – 
Cathy Kelly - Orion

Four sisters. 
Decades 
of  secrets. 
One week 
they’ll never 
forget... For 
the first time 
in years, the 
beautiful 

Robicheaux sisters are 
returning to their childhood 
home. Decades after they 
first met, their parents are 
getting married again - to 
each other, in a week’s time!
 Indy is used to high-stress 
situations in her job as a 
midwife - but she knows that 
keeping the peace in her 
family of  big personalities is 
a different matter entirely... 
Eden is on the brink of  



political success and a 
surprise family wedding 
is the last thing she needs. 
Especially when a long-
buried secret is threatening 
to destroy everything.

Savannah might look like 
she has it all, but she’s 
spent her whole married 
life hiding the truth. It’s a 
fragile façade that’s unlikely 
to withstand a week spent 
with her sisters.

Rory lives with her gorgeous 
girlfriend and tends to 
avoid family gatherings. 
Particularly now, as her new 
book might just reveal more 
than her sisters or parents 
would like... 

A big wedding party is sure 
to throw up a few surprises - 
but one thing’s for sure; it’s 
going to be a week that the 



Robicheaux family will never 
forget...

Life Before Us – Roisin  
Meaney – Hachette 

Books Ireland

Three 
facts about 
George.His 
daughter 
Suzi is the 
best thing 
in his life. 
He thinks it 
might finally 

be time to get over Suzi’s 
mum.
He’s never tried online 
dating but there’s a first 
time for everything.
Three facts about Alice



She’s about to find out 
that her boyfriend is 
lying to her. She never 
expected to return to her 
hometown (especially 
not without a job or 
a place to live). Even 
though her heart has 
been trampled on, she’s 
still holding out for love.
One fact about love. It’s 
out there for George and 
Alice. All that needs to 
happen is for them to 
meet.

The Vacation – John  
Marrs – Pan   

How far would you How far would you 
run to escape your run to escape your 
past? Venice Beach, past? Venice Beach, 
Los Angeles. A Los Angeles. A 



paradise on earth. paradise on earth. 
Tourists flock to the golden Tourists flock to the golden 
coast and the promise of  coast and the promise of  
Hollywood.  But for eight Hollywood.  But for eight 
strangers at a beachfront strangers at a beachfront 
hostel, there is far more on hostel, there is far more on 
their mind than an extended their mind than an extended 
vacation. All of  them are vacation. All of  them are 
running from something. running from something. 
And they all have secrets  And they all have secrets  
they’d kill to keep . . they’d kill to keep . . 

The Year of  Lost and 
Found -Felicity Hayes-

McCoy - Hachette Books 
Ireland

Ordinary 
people. 
Extraordinary 
secrets. It’s 
business as 



usual in the sleepy town 
of  Lissbeg on the west 
coast of  Ireland, but, as 
local librarian Hanna 
Casey gathers material 
for an exhibition on 
Ireland’s struggle for 
Independence, secrets 
revealed in her Great-
Aunt’s diary expose 
her own family history 
of  love, dishonour and 
revenge. Will Hanna 
risk personal and 
professional fallout 
by keeping those war-
torn secrets to herself, 
or will she honour the 
exhibition’s spirit of  
shared storytelling?
Meanwhile, newly 
wed Aideen has just 
had her first baby and 



becomes convinced that 
she needs to find her 
own dad, whom she’s 
never known. But is she 
really prepared for the 
consequences? Hanna 
and Aideen each face 
decisions and it soon 
becomes clear that, 
when old wounds are 
opened and forgotten 
memories disturbed, 
history is never just 
about the past. Will they 
discover that finding 
happiness is all about 
living in the present?

Solitaire – Alice Oseman 
– Harper Collins 

Children’s Books.

My name is Tori 
Spring. I love to 



sleep and blog. Last year 
— first with Charlie and 
before I had to deal with 
the harsh reality of  A-levels 
and college questions and 
the fact that I actually have 
to start talking to people 
one day — I had friends. 
Things were very different I 
think, but it’s all over now. 
Now there is the loner. And 
Michael Holden. I don’t 
know what the loners are 
trying to do, and I don’t care 
about Michael Holden. I 
really don’t. Winner of  the 
YA Book Prize.

We All Play – Julie Flett – 
Greystone Kids.

Animals and kids love 
to play! This 
wonderful book 
celebrates 
playtime and 
the connection 



between children and the 
natural world. Beautiful 
illustrations show:
 • birds who chase and 
chirp!
 • bears who wiggle and 
wobble!
 • whales who swim and 
squirt!
 • owls who peek and 
peep!
 • and a diverse group 
of  kids who love to do the 
same, shouting: 
We play too! / kimêtawânaw 
mîna
At the end of  the book, 
animals and children gently 
fall asleep after a fun day 
of  playing outside, making 
this book a great bedtime 
story. A beautiful ode to the 
animals and humans we 
share our world with, We 
All Play belongs on every 
bookshelf.



The Secret Witness – 
Victor Methos - Thomas 

& Mercer

This is Reaper 
speaking. 
So begins an 
anonymous 
letter published 
in a Utah 
newspaper after 
a young couple 

is viciously murdered. 
Tooele County sheriff 
Elizabeth Gray leads the 
investigation into the double 
homicide, which is eerily 
reminiscent of  a string 
of  brutal killings years 
ago. When the letter leads 
detectives to yet another 
body, Gray calls on an old 
friend for help.
Former prosecutor Solomon 
Shepard is still struggling 
to recover from the deadly 



courtroom attack that 
ended his career. He’s been 
keeping a safe distance 
from the action, teaching 
criminology seminars 
about serial murders and 
psychopathology―until 
Gray asks for his help on the 
Reaper case.
As the body count mounts, 
Shepard and Gray race to 
unravel the deranged design 
of  a copycat killer―and 
find themselves in a face-off 
with an enemy they never 
saw coming.



WORD   

1. Moniker   
2. Cygnet   
3. Largess  
4. Equanimity  
5. Cupidity  
6. Connive   
7. Neophyte  
8. Tangential  
9. Trite  

Word 
Power

Over the next few issues 
we’ll be attempting to 

increase your word power. 
Have a look at the words 
below and afterwards see if  
you know their meaning.



10. Designate  
11.Foresee  
12. Grotesquery 

PRONUNCIATION

1. Mon-ick-er
2. Sig-net
3. Lahr-jes
4. Ee-kwuh-nim-i-tee
5. Kyoo-pid-i-tee
6. Kuh-nahyv
7. Nee-uh-fahyt
8. Tan-jen-shuhl
9. Trahyt
10. Dez-ig-neyt
11. Fore-see
12. Gro-tes-quer-ie

ANSWERS

1. A person’s name, 
especially a nickname/
alias.
2.  A young swan.
3.  Generous bestowal of  



gifts. 
4.  Mental or emotional 
stability or composure,  
especially under strain/
tension.
5.  Excessive desire for 
possess something/
greed. 
6. To cooperate secretly; 
conspire.
7.  Merely touching; 
slightly connecting.
8.  Lacking effectiveness 
because of  constant    
repetition.
9.  A tightly rolled tortilla.
10. To mark or point out; 
indicate; show, specify.
11. To have prescience of, 
to know in advance.
12. Grotesque character, 
something grotesque.

How did YOU score?

10 or more – Perfection!6-9 

Brilliant.
3-5 Well done.

0-2 Must do better.



Phrase: Cárbh as tú?

Translations: Where are you 
from? 

Pronounciation: Kaw-riv os 
too?

Phrase: Is as .... mé

Translations: I am from

Pronounciation: Iss os ....
may

A Little Bit 
of Irish



Phrase: Cén aois tú? 

Translations: How old are 
you? 

Pronounciation: Kane eesh 
too?

Phrase: Bain taitneamh as

Translations: Enjoy yourself  

Pronounciation: Bon tat - niv 
oss

Phrase: Is as éirinn mé 

Translations: I am from 
Ireland

Pronounciation: Iss oss Erin 
may



Phrase: Lá Breithe Shona

Translations: Happy 
Birthday
Pronounciation: Law breh - 
ha hunna

Phrase: Tá an samhradh ag 
teacht

Translations: The Summer 
is coming
Pronounciation: Thaw on 
sow - ra egg chockt



 

A couple go for a meal 
at a Chinese restaurant 
and order the “Chicken 
Surprise.”
The waiter brings the meal, 
served in a lidded cast iron 
pot.
 Just as the wife is about to 
serve herself, the lid of  the 
pot rises slightly and she 
briefly sees two beady little 
eyes looking around before 
the lid slams  back down.
 “Good grief, did you 
see that?”she asks her 
husband. 
He hasn’t, so she asks 
him to look in  the pot. He 
reaches for it and again the 
lid rises, and he sees two 
little eyes looking around 

Jokes

Because laughter is Because laughter is 
the best medicine!the best medicine!



before it slams down.
Rather perturbed, he calls 
the waiter over, explains 
what is happening, and 
demands an explanation.
 “Please sir,” says the 
waiter, “what you order?”
The husband replies, 
“Chicken Surprise
“Ah! So solly,” says the 
waiter,
 “I bring you Peeking 
Duck!”

A man walks into a bar and 
says, “Bartender, give me 
two shots.” Bartender says, 

“You want them both now 
or one at a time?” The guy 
says,

“ Oh, I want them both now. 
One’s for me and one’s for 
this little guy here,” and he 
pulls a tiny three inch man 



out of  his pocket.

The bartender asks “He can 
drink?” “Oh, sure. He can 
drink.”

So the bartender pours the 
shots and sure enough, the 
little guy drinks it all up. 

“That’s amazing” says the 
bartender. “What else can 
he do, can he walk?” 

The man flicks a quarter 
down to the end of  the bar 
and says, “Hey, Jake. Go get 
that.”

 The little guy runs down to 
the end of  the bar and picks 
up the quarter. Then he 
runs back down and gives it 
to the man.

The bartender is in total 
shock. “That’s amazing” he 



says, “what else can he do? 
Does he talk?” 

The man says “Sure he 
talks, hey, Jake, tell him 
about that time we were in 
Africa and you made fun of  
that witch doctor’s powers!”

A burglar has just made 
it into the house he’s 
intending ransacking, and 
he’s looking around for stuff 
to steal. All of  a sudden, a 
little voice pipes up, “I can 
see you, and so can Jesus!”

Startled, the burglar looks 
around the room. No one 
there at all, so he goes back 
to his business.

“I can see you, and so can 



Jesus!”

The burglar jumps again, 
and takes a longer look 
around the room. Over in 
the corner by the window, 
almost obscured by 
curtains, is a cage in which 
sits a parrot, who pipes up 
again, “I can see you, and 
so can 
Jesus!”

“So what,” says the burglar, 
“you’re only a parrot!”

To which the parrot replies, 
“Maybe, but Jesus is a 
rottweiler.

John was sitting outside his 
local pub one day, enjoying 
a quiet pint and generally 
feeling good about himself, 
when a nun suddenly 



appears at his table and 
starts decrying the evils of  
drink. 
“You should be ashamed 
of  yourself  young man! 
Drinking is a Sin! Alcohol is 
the blood of  the devil!” 
Now John gets pretty 
annoyed about this, and 
goes on the offensive. 
“How do you know this, 
Sister?” 
“My Mother Superior told 
me so.”
“But have you ever had a 
drink yourself ? How can 
you be sure that what you 
are saying is right?” 
“Don’t be ridiculous - of  
course I have never taken 
alcohol myself ” 
“Then let me buy you a 
drink - if  you still believe 
afterwards that it is evil I 
will give up drink for life” 
“How could I, a Nun, sit 
outside this public house 



drinking?!” 
“I’ll get the barman to put 
it in a teacup for you, then 
no one will ever know.”
The Nun reluctantly agrees, 
so John goes inside to the 
bar. 
“Another pint for me, and a 
triple vodka on the rocks”, 
then he lowers his voice and 
says to the barman “and 
could you put the vodka in a 
teacup?”
“Oh no! It’s not that Nun 
again is it?” 



We source the best 
selection of  podcasts 

each issue. This time we 
bring you The Murder in my 
Family, Ten Percent Happier, 
The Economist and Dan 
Snow’s History Hit. 

The 
Podcast 
Review

The Murder in my 
Family(True Crime)



Discount Corner
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