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The Covid-19 pandemic has taken its 
toll on us, like it has on many other 
magazines, organisations and businesses 
globally. 

Unfortunately we are faced with a 
landscape that has irreversibly changed 
since the Big Issue first hit the streets in 
1995. To meet this challenge Ireland’s Big 
Issue must also change. 

We have reluctantly decided, albeit with 
a heavy heart, to  host the magazine 
digitally only for the foreseeable future. 

From now on, Ireland’s Big Issue will 
focus our support on the Irish Homeless 
Street Leagues. This volunteer-driven, 
non-profit has been using the power of  
sport to transform the lives of  men and 
women who’ve found themselves affected 
by social exclusion all across Ireland - 
north and south. By continuing to support 
the magazine online you’ll be helping 
to develop resilient individuals and 
stronger communities, connecting people 
and promoting equality and diversity, 
inspiring and motivating those affected by 
social issues and essentially giving people 
the confidence and tools to become the 
best possible version of  themselves.

We will also be adjusting the content to 
reflect the times we live in.   

We thank you for your support to date 
and ask that you continue to help us help 
those on the margins of  society. This has 
always been our aim and shall continue to 
be our driving force.

Going Forward: 
A New Challenge

Digital Edition Contacts:

Editor: Sean Kavanagh
Ireland’s Big Issue
Email: info@irelandsbigissue.com

Regulars

20/21– Photo World
26/27 – Screen Scene

34/35 -  Book Club
38 - The Podcast Review
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Dear Susan 

There are a thousand things I would tell my younger self. 
Wear your seatbelt every time and make your friends do 
the same because if  they don’t, something really bad will 
happen. Listen more, but talk 
more too. You have a voice—
use it. Be brave. Do that thing 
that most scares you (unless it 
involves drinking, drugs or a 
boy.) But most important, the 
very biggest thing, is know that 
it’s okay to break hearts. 

Oh, you will—some on purpose, 
some with the carelessness of  
youth. But I’m not talking about 
romantic hearts, I’m talking 
about breaking the hearts of  the 
other people you love. Family 
members, mentors, teachers, 
friends. Breaking hearts is 
sometimes required if  we are 
to be our wholly authentic 
selves. Breaking hearts needs to 
happen, and better that we do 
it with a gentle spirit and 
greater purpose than by 
accident. The first heart 
I wish I’d broken belonged 
to a well-meaning friend who told me I “shouldn’t be 
so smart because guys don’t like it.” And I listened. Oh, 
I wasn’t any less smart, but I didn’t answer so quickly. I 
lied about my grades. I pretended I, too, couldn’t grasp 
the concepts of  chapter 7 in my Economics class. I made 
myself  smaller, because of  her heart and those boys’ 
fragile egos.  The second heart that needed breaking was 
my father’s. I am an only child and he told me I could 
be anything I wanted. Heady promise for a young girl 
forty years ago. But that belief  in me became more of  a 
restriction when he decided I could either be a doctor, a 
lawyer or a dentist. There were no other options.  

I couldn’t imagine a career involving teeth and I cried far 
too easily to be a good lawyer, which left being a doctor. 
So off I went to university, a bio-chemistry major. It 
didn’t go well and I was unhappy and instead of  breaking 
his heart, I broke my own until I found the courage to 

switch to a business major. Still not 
who I was, but at least I was really 
good at Economics. 

Eighteen months from graduating, 
I took a class on “How To Write A 
Romance Novel” and I was hooked. 
This was it. This was the passion 
I’d been looking for, the place I was 
meant to be. Only there were so many 
expectations. I needed to graduate 
and get a good job. I “owed” my 
then husband for putting me through 
college. I had professors writing 
letters of  recommendation. I had a 
responsibility to the men in my class 
who were going to graduate 2nd and 
3rd, because I was graduating first 
and ruining their transcripts. How 
could I turn my back on all of  that 

and become a writer? Not even a 
“real” writer, but a romance 
writer. The shame!

I did graduate, and yes, I was 
number one in my class, but I turned down that great 
first job and began my career as a writer. Three months 
later, I published my first book. This year I will publish 
my 174th. 

To my younger self  I say, You’ll get there 
and have a little faith. To my younger self  
I say that it was worth it, and maybe, just 
maybe, the heart that needs to be broken 
isn’t mine.

Letter to my Younger Self - 
Susan Mallery

Each issue we ask a well-known person to write a letter to their 16-year-old self. This
issue 52-year-old New York Times No.1 author Susan Mallery whose novels are 

consistently in the Top 3 best-selling novel lists takes on the challenge.

This year I will publish my 174th book. 

Issues: Life

Home Sweet Christmas is available in all good 
bookshops & online from 13th October.
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There’s growing unease around deepfake technologies 
that make it possible to create evidence of  scenes that 
never occurred. Hollywood stars have found themselves 
‘appearing’ in hardcore porn videos and politicians like 
Barack Obama have shown up in viral clips, speaking 
words they never truly uttered - some of  you may recall 
him calling President Donald Trump a “complete 
dipsh*t”.

Concerns about 
deepfakes have led 
to a rapid increase in 
countermeasures, with 
new laws aiming to stop 
people from making 
these plausible videos. 
Platforms like Facebook 
have banned them and 
partnered with industry 
leaders and academic 
experts to create the 
Deepfake Detection 
Challenge (DPDC) 
in order to accelerate 
development of  new 
ways to detect deepfake videos but still, these videos are 
appearing, Facebook scientists admitting that, detecting 
them, “is a cat and mouse game” adding that “they’re 
becoming easier to produce and harder to detect.”

So, what is a Deepfake?

Deepfake technology can 
seamlessly insert anyone into 
a video or photo the person 
never participated in. Of  course, 
such capabilities have been around 
for decades in Hollywood, for instance the late actor 
Paul Walker appeared in Fast & Furious 7 and Disney’s 
deepfake generation model allows the movie giant to de-
age characters or revive deceased actors. It used to take 
entire movie studios full of  technology experts a year to 
create these effects, now this can be done, in many cases, 

almost instantly, by the average tech-savvy teen with the 
help of  an app. 

A Threat to Women

The clearest threat that deepfakes pose right now is 
to women - nonconsensual porn accounts for 96% of  
deepfakes currently on the web. Most target famous 

movie and pop 
stars but there’s 
an increasing 
number of  reports 
of  deepfakes being 
used to create 
‘revenge porn’. 
Sickeningly, there’s 
a downloadable app 
called DeepNude 
which uses generative 
adversarial networks 
to remove clothing 
from images of  
women. The app 
has both a paid and 

unpaid version, the paid version costing just $50.

Tech expert Dan Purcell, who took down an online 
server containing hundreds of  thousands of  revenge porn 
of  Irish women last year revealed that Deepfake porn is,

 “a major issue and there’s no sign 
of  it slowing down.” 

Purcell, who is CEO 
of  the anti-piracy and 
privacy protection service 

Ceartas stated recently that, 
“Technology has advanced so 

quickly that it’s almost impossible to determine 
if  the material is manipulated.”  

Dan (35) says that at any given time,
 “thousands of  images of  Irish women are circulating 
between people in seedy groups ….the problem is not 

There’s a downloadable 
app called DeepNude which 

removes clothing from images of  
women costing just $50.

Shaun Anthony asks how we can spot deepfakes and who is most at risk of  being 
targeted. 

Deepfakes: A Threat to Civil Society - From 
Banking to Politics... to You
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going away ….. it’s going to get worse.” 

Purcell has stated that these people “openly” trade nudes 
and even pitch requests like, ‘are there any of  Cork or 
Derry girls?’” 

The Ceartas 
CEO said that 
these crafty 
individuals troll 
social media sites 
like Instagram 
and take people’s 
videos, remove 
their clothing 
and trade them 
with others. Dan 
explains that 
these deepfakes 
are easily created 
as,“…these 
websites use AI 
to Deepfake the 
nudes and in terms of  videos, if  you have a lot of  images 
of  a person, you can upload it into the AI algorithm. 
This software will actually superimpose a person’s face 
in real time over a porn actresses face and it will look like 
that person was actually performing the sex act.”

Dan said that knowing it’s fake, makes it no easier for the 
victim, 

“When someone who doesn’t create nude content 
comes across the video or image, where 
effectively there’s a naked body 
superimposed onto you in 
a believable way - that 
creates just as much 
embarrassment as if  it 
actually is a real image 
because its so realistic 
looking.”

The Washington Post journalist Rana Ayyub had 
deepfakes released of  her a few years back in a bid to 
silence her after campaigning for justice for Kathua 
gang rape and murder victim, 8-year-old Muslim girl 
Asifa Bano, something she struggles to overcome to 
this day, even “second guessing” herself  before posting 
to Facebook or even submitting her articles. British 
poet, Helen Mort was on BBC Radio 5 recently after 
having her images and videos used from her social 
media accounts to create “very realistic” porn which she 
discovered has been “out there for years.” According 
to Helen, it is a crime that is “going on invisibly” and 
something she is struggling to recover from, suffering 

from “nightmares” each night.

There’s so many ways deepfakes could reap havoc and 
cause devastation, for example:

- Bullying

Deepfakes have, 
and will continue 
to be used for 
bullying in schools 
and even in the 
workplace as 
anyone can place 
the target of  
their hatred in 
compromising 
scenarios. 

- A Threat to 
Business

Many 
corporations worry about the role deepfakes could 
play in supercharging scams. Extortion could become 
a major issue - there’s been reports of  Deepfake audio 
being used to swindle employees into sending money to 
fraudsters. In 2019, a U.K.-based energy firm’s CEO 
was scammed over the phone when he was ordered to 
transfer €220,000 into a Hungarian bank account by 
an individual who used audio deepfake technology to 
impersonate the voice of  the firm’s parent company’s 
chief  executive. 

In August, Patrick Hillman, chief  
communications officer of  blockchain 

ecosystem Binance, knew something 
was off when he was scrolling 
through his full inbox and found six 

messages from clients about recent 
video calls with investors in which he 

had allegedly participated. “Thanks for the 
investment opportunity,” one of  them said. “I have some 
concerns about your investment advice,” another wrote. 
Others complained the video quality wasn’t very good, 
and one even asked outright: “Can you confirm the 
Zoom call we had on Thursday was you?”

Hillman realised that someone had deepfaked his 
image and voice well enough to conduct 20-minute 
“investment” Zoom calls trying to convince his 
company’s clients to turn over their Bitcoin for scammy 
investments,
 “The clients I was able to connect with shared with me 
links to faked LinkedIn and Telegram profiles claiming 
to be me inviting them to various meetings to talk about 

Facebook scientists 
state that deepfakes are becoming 
“easier to produce and harder to 

detect.”

By asking someone to turn 90 degrees 
one can tell if they’re speaking with a 
deepfake
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different listing opportunities. Then the criminals used 
a convincing-looking holograph of  me in Zoom calls 
to try and scam several representatives of  legitimate 
cryptocurrency projects,” he says. 

Hillman believes it can 
only get worse.

- A Threat to 
Governments

A huge fear for 
governments around 
the world is that 
Deepfake technology 
poses a danger to 
democracy - let’s face it, 
if  you can have Taylor 
Swift in hardcore porn 
videos, you could do 
the same on a politician running for election. A few 
years back a video hit social media of  married governor 
of  São Paulo, Brazil João Doria in an orgy. Former 
Google fraud czar Shuman Ghosemajumder has called 
deepfakes an area of  “societal concern” and said that 
they will inevitably evolve to a point at which they can be 
generated automatically, and an individual 
could use that technology to 
produce millions of  deepfake 
videos.

Should we be surprised?

Abusing technology is nothing new. When email made 
it possible to communicate with large numbers of  
people free of  charge, it immediately led to the problem 
of  unsolicited email (spam). When computers could 
communicate openly through networks, it spawned 
viruses and Trojan horses and now that we live in a 
society of  social media channels and information on 
demand, this world has become flooded with fraudulent 
information. Spam has grown into social spam.

How Can We Stop This?

New tools like Counter.social, deeptrace, Reality 
Defender and Sensity.ai (which claims to be the world’s 
first Deepfake detection tool) are the best tools out there 
right now, but even Sensity.ai is only 65% accurate 
and some are fooled up to 78% of  the time! According 
to author Lutz Finger, who authored the book Ask, 
Measure, Learn, 
“…the future of  these detectors will likely mirror bot 
detectors, spam detectors, or any other cyber threat 

detectors. Each evolution will spark a counter-reaction. It 
will be an arm’s race, or put differently: future deepfake 
detection will be as good as your Email Spam Detector… 
and we all know that we still get the spam from Nigerian 

princes in our inboxes.”

There are a few indicators 
that may help you detect 
whether or not you’re 
interacting with or 
looking at a real person:
- Sometimes deepfakes 
have trouble accurately 
animating faces, and the 
result is video in which 
the person never blinks, or 
blinks too often.

- Look for problems with 
skin, hair, or faces that 
seem to be blurrier than 

the environment in which they’re positioned. The focus 
might look unnaturally soft. 

- Pay attention to the facial hair or lack thereof. Does this 
facial hair look real? DeepFakes might add or remove a 
moustache, sideburns, or beard. But, deepfakes often fail 

to make facial hair transformations fully 
natural.

- Pay attention to the eyes 
and eyebrows. Do shadows 

appear in places that you 
would expect? DeepFakes often 

fail to fully represent the natural physics of  
a scene. 

Skerries influencer Melanie Murphy recently spoke of  
her “fear” of  deepfakes, stating she would never post an 
image or video of  her son and never plans to for fear 
he’d be used in child porn. That’s the thing - where does 
this end? No one is safe. Is there being enough done to 
stop it? To be fair, many countries are working incredibly 
hard but, like Facebook have said, it’s like playing “cat 
and mouse” as its “becoming easier to produce and 
harder to detect.”

All we can do is remain vigilant. As a good rule of  
thumb, on all Zoom calls, ask the person to turn their 
head - as you can see from the image of  someone 
impersonating actor Jim Carrey [on previous page], there 
will be distortion when a person turns 90 degrees, so if  
nothing else, do use that method when taking important 
Zoom calls. What do we do the rest of  the time? Sadly, 
there’s very little we can do - and that’s frightening.

Hillman realised that 
someone had deepfaked his image 
and voice well enough to conduct 

20-minute “investment” 
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I’m catching you fresh from your stint stateside.

“I’ve just spent 
the past month in 
the United States, 
doing shows 
and travelling 
around….”

You’re a bit jet-
lagged then?

“It’s more of  a 
disoriented feeling 
….”

But you’ll be 
in top form 
for your 
upcoming show 
in the INEC 
(Killarney)?

“I’m really looking 
forward to it. I’ve 
enjoyed stand-
up a lot of  late, I think it’s 
due to the pandemic. 
I didn’t think I would 
but I missed it in a big 
way. It’s made me look at 
stand-up differently now and really 
cherish that time I have on stage.”

Do you find a difference in what audiences find 
funny based on geographical location?

“Mmmm, not really. It’s not that significant a difference. 
Of  course, there’ll be 
subtle differences as you 
go around the region, I 
suppose, like in the south 
of  England, people are a 
little more reserved, but 
friendly and generous, up 
in the north of  England, 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland/Ireland audiences 
tend to be very lively and 
interactive. In terms of  
material you can pretty 
much do the show the 
same. There will be things 
that just don’t travel well 
and you drop those.”

We’re so global now, I 
imagine you don’t have 
to take as much out as 
comics previously.

“Exactly. We’re all so 
connected now as a world 

that most people catch references. As 
long as you use your common 
sense and don’t mention 
anything too parochial, you’re 

fine. It all starts with the writing 
process, you need to ensure your material 

is universal to begin with. I hate the word relatable, but 
I want my show to be relatable, so that people don’t 
have to work too hard to get what I’m talking about. I’ve 
always wanted to be able to travel with any of  my shows, 
that’s the major attraction of  stand-up, that you get to 

Ardal O’Hanlon - The Big Interview

Sam McMurdock recently had a chat with Co. Monaghan-born comedian, actor
and author Ardal O’Hanlon ahead of  his ‘The Showing Off Must Go On’ gig at the 

INEC Killarney on 18th November.

I hate the 
word relatable, but I want my 

show to be relatable...
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travel, you get to go to the United States, you can to to 
Europe and Australia …. You need to keep it relatable 
if  you want a 
successful show. I’ve 
even played Russia 
in the past.”

In the age of  
cancel culture, 
do you ever fear 
you’ll become 
the next casualty 
- and does it
hamper the
creative process?

“I think it hampers 
the creative process 
to a small degree, 
like obviously you 
get worried about 
cancel culture 
in work like this; 
people can be very 
easily offended, 
people are on a 
hair-trigger, some 
people are very 
grumpy…. We all 
know people who 
are permanently 
in a state of  
outrage…I don’t 
worry too much….. well, I suppose I don’t.”

I get the feeling you haven’t thought much about 
cancel culture before I asked.

“[Laughs] Yeah, I mean, I’m not that controversial, 
am I? Surely, I’ve nothing to worry 
about.”

There’s Karens 
everywhere, Ardal, and 
like you say, there’s people who 
spend their life triggered.

“I don’t set out to offend…. You’ve got me thinking now 
[laughs]… but seriously, I don’t think I could offend, but 
…… [sighs] … you know, cancel culture is one of  those 
things…. I really don’t like it because I don’t think we 
have the right to cancel anybody …. or anything, and if  
I could cancel anything, I’d just cancel bad comedy, stuff 
that people don’t find funny - and let me tell you, there’s 
a surprising amount of  that around.”

If  it doesn’t get a belly-laugh, bin it?
“Exactly! I went to a comedy club in New York when 

I was over there and what 
was quite interesting, was 
the management were very 
protective of  the comedians. 
As soon as you went in, you 
had to put your ‘phone in a 
pouch, which was sealed so 
you couldn’t record the show 
or take photographs and there 
was an absolute zero-tolerance 
policy towards bad behaviour 
and heckling from the audience, 
so the comedian could do as 
they liked without fear of  being 
hounded off stage by the crowd. 
To use the modern terminology, 
it was a very safe space for the 
comedian to express themselves 
in the way they wanted to. I 
thought this was so refreshing in 
an age where one or two people 
are so protected if  they’ve been 
offended, whereas here, it was 
the comedians given their free 
speech and free rein.”

Do you think that would 
work here?

“Well, I do see the benefits in it - 
a safe place for the comedian to 

express themselves …. As long as they’re not breaking the 
law and the audience are adults …. and if  they’re adults, 
it’s up to them to make an informed choice…. ‘Do I want 
to go to a show like this?’ ‘Might I be offended?’ And 
another important point - if  someone IS offended, they 
should be able to just leave the show… it really shouldn’t 

be drama, someone cancelled, 
someone offended…… 

If  you know a show will 
offend, it’s probably not the 

show for you.”

How did you cope during the lockdowns; were 
you a Netflix binger or a creative zealot? 

“A bit of  both I think, but mainly a cocktail binger 
[laughs]. I still walked my 10k a day but I watched 
everything - absolutely everything on Netflix. I did use a 
lot of  the time to complete my novel and that time was 
an absolute life-saver in terms of  having something real 
to focus on every day. I’d spend a good few hours on that 
every morning and I really enjoyed having something like 
that to do.”

We 
all know people who are 

permanently in a state of  outrage…

11



Did you learn anything about yourself ?

“I think I learned 
to slow down and 
re-prioritise what’s 
important in life: 
immediate family 
and the fact if  
anything happened 
them, you’d 
struggle to cope. I 
think I learned to 
treasure and cherish 
each moment more.

“I’ve always been 
a contemplative 
person, I think most 
artists are, as we 
spend so much time 
alone, like a hermit, 
thinking about 
things, Googling 
and reading 
prodigiously. I live 
in my own head 
anyway, so in some 
sense, the pandemic 
was like the 
downtime I have in 
my career when I’m 
not working.”

Do you ever 
worry about 
forgetting your 
lines in a show?

“It would happen 
more in theatre than stand-up because even though 
in stand-up you’ve a structure to your show, 
you can chop and change quite a 
lot, depending on what kind 
of  audience is in the room, 
because I do tend to edit 
sometimes anyway, but there’s 
once or twice, that’s happened 
[laughs long and hard].

You’ve just remembered an occasion.

“Yes, I remember I had two shows in one night and when 
I was doing the second show, I thought I’d done this part 
in the first show but not the second show and I’d actually 
gone through this sketch I’d already done in the second 
show….. It’s easily done…. It’s very easy to lose your way 

in a joke, like if  you start telling a joke that you haven’t 
told in a couple of  years and then near the end you’re 

asking yourself, 
‘How does this 
even end?’”

I’d be terrified; 
what did you 
do?

“There’s not much 
you can do…. 
You laugh, take 
the p*ss out of  
yourself  for a bit 
and just move on 
to the next one.”

For all your 
years on stage, 
you’re lucky it’s 
only happened 
a couple of  
times.

“Well, I’m a very 
slow writer and 
so I spend a lot 
of  time writing 
and editing my 
material, playing 
around with it, 
reading it out 
loud, trying it out 
at home, trying it 
out in small clubs, 
trying it out on my 
wife [Melanie]….
so by the time it 

comes to the big venues, I know it, generally speaking, 
inside out.”

Speaking of  your wife, 
you and Melanie have 
been together since 
teenage years. What’s 

the secret to a successful 
relationship when you’re a 

public face, and do you think keeping your wife 
and kids lives private helps with that?

“Yeah, I think keeping our private life private is very 
important. My wife is very sociable but does like to keep 
out of  the spotlight. For me, I find keeping clear of  
reality shows and celebrity type shows helps a lot. I try to 
find a balance between working and home-life, and I’m 

...if  you 
want a good, stable home-life 

you need to say no and be happy to say 
it to an awful lot of  things.
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the last person to ask advice on this issue but I do what 
works for us. Learn 
to say no. Don’t 
be embarrassed 
by saying no - if  
you want a good, 
stable home-life 
you need to say no 
and be happy to 
say it to an awful 
lot of  things. For 
me there’s lots 
of  touring and 
travelling around 
when I’m working, 
so as soon as that’s 
over, I go home 
and make it count. 
I think it helps that 
my wife knew me 
long before I was 
known, she was 
there at the very 
beginning, for the 
first stand-up show 
even, so she knows 
what’s involved 
and I love that 
she’s my anchor.”

Do you ever get 
tired of  people 
calling you Fr. 
Dougal?

“I’ve nothing but 
affection for him, 
I was incredibly 
lucky to get that 
part and for it to 
be a hit show, it opened a lot of  doors for me, but there is 
an element of  being typecast and that did happen to me 
for quite a number of  years afterwards, but having said 
that, it’s up to me to reinvent myself  
every day - we all have to do 
that as performers.”

What was the 
inspiration for Fr. Dougal?

“I was influenced by Manuel in Faulty Towers and 
Baldrick in Black Adder, Stan Laurel … I’m not sure I 
used them for Dougal but afterwards I became aware of  
it.”

You follow Leeds United, how did that come 

about?

“I’ve always been 
a massive football 
fan, I loved Leeds in 
the early seventies. 
At 7 you’re most 
impressionable and I 
remember a lot of  cool 
kids on the street loved 
Leeds, so …. And ever 
since I’ve been devoted 
to them. I think most 
Irish kids like English 
football teams don’t 
they?”
Will you ever 
venture into 
politics?

“No! I can definitely 
tell you the answer is 
no. I’m very interested 
in politics but no, it’s 
an unforgiving life… 
I don’t understand 
people who go into it.”

If  you could change 
one thing in the 
world, what about 
it be?

“The housing crisis - I 
think we’d all change 
that.”

Of  everything you’ve 
achieved, what are you 
most proud of ?

“My personal life - my wife and children - that’s more 
important to me than anything else. They’re my priority.”

* ’The Showing Off
Must Go On’ will be at
the INEC Killarney on

18th November.

Tickets are €24.90 and can be purchased 
at:

www.inec.ie/gigs/ardal-ohanlon/

I’ve 
always been a massive football 

fan...
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When Denmark play at the men’s Fifa World Cup in 
Qatar this winter, their shirts will mask the name and 
logo of  their sponsor, the sportswear brand Hummel. 
One of  the strips 
is all black, which 
Hummel described 
as the “colour of  
mourning”. 

The company 
explained the 
unusual design by 
directly referencing 
migrant construction 
worker deaths in 
Qatar, as well as 
the state’s much 
questioned human 
rights record. A 
social media post 
said: “We don’t wish 
to be visible during a 
tournament that has 
cost thousands of  
people their lives.”

It added: “We support the Danish national team all the 
way, but that isn’t the same as supporting Qatar as a host 
nation.”

Hummel’s criticism of  Qatar 
was not the first, and as 
the tournament gets closer, 
there will be more to come. 
Former Manchester United star 
Eric Cantona has said he won’t be 
watching the competition, and some French 
cities have banned screenings of  matches in their public 
spaces. 

But the response from Qatar to Hummel’s view seemed 
to demonstrate a change in tactics. In the past, the 
Qataris have often been slow in reacting to such 

criticisms. Yet within hours of  Hummel voicing their 
concerns, the organisation responsible for organising the
event had issued a robust statement. 

In it, the 
country’s 
Supreme 
Committee for 
Delivery and 
Legacy claimed 
that Qatar had 
implemented 
significant labour 
market reforms, 
adding that 
all countries, 
Denmark 
included, 
should focus 
on promoting 
human rights.

Such a strident 
response was 
noteworthy, 
appearing to 

mark a development in the nature, tone and speed of  
communications coming out of  Qatar. Officials have 

clearly been readying themselves for an 
intense period of  scrutiny and 

activism at one of  the most 
controversial World Cups in 
football’s history. 

They have also been preparing 
for the possibility of  the event being 

disrupted, buying in everything from Moroccan 
police officers and American surveillance equipment, to 
Turkish drones and Italian frigates. It remains to be seen 
how these resources will be deployed, or whether they 
might be linked to the recent announcement that alcohol 
will be sold for up to 19 hours a day.

Qatar’s frantic countdown to a football tournament full of  controversy. Simon 
Chadwick reports.

World Cup 2022

Denmark play at the 
men’s Fifa World Cup in Qatar 

this winter, their shirts will mask 
the name and logo of  their 

sponsor

The Al Janoub Stadium in Doha
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When it comes to logistics too, Qatar has been practising. 
It has hosted several high-profile, mass-attendance events 
to establish its level of  preparedness, including the Fifa 
Club World Cup in 2019 and the Fifa Arab Cup in 2021. 
Both tournaments were staged without major incidents. 
But a recent 
test event at the 
Lusail Iconic 
Stadium (which 
is due to stage 
the final match 
on December 
18) was less 
encouraging, 
with water 
shortages, 
faulty air 
conditioning, 
and the need 
for hour-long 
walks to the 
stadium in 35℃ 
heat.

Such obstacles 
are not 
insurmountable before November’s opening game 
between Qatar and Ecuador. But there is little margin for 
error in staging sports events of  this nature. In March, 
the F1 Grand Prix in Saudi Arabia was almost cancelled 
after a Houthi drone attack, while in 
May, crowd management issues 
caused serious problems at 
the Uefa Champions League 
Final in France.

Game on

A major challenge could simply be the volume of  visitors, 
with some suggesting over 1.2 million people will travel 
to Qatar over the period November to December.

For a country with a population of  3 million, this is 
a huge influx, which will test the resilience of  critical 
infrastructure, including roads, public transport, water 
supply and sewage capacity. Already, some immigrant 
workers have been told to leave Qatar and only return 
once the tournament is over. Government workers have 
been told to work from home during the World Cup, and 
schools, colleges and universities will be closed.

Fearful of  congestion, the Qatari government will 
stop traffic from entering Doha on a Friday (often 
the busiest day of  the week) and is currently testing 

700 World Cup branded electric buses in anticipation 
of  potential transport issues. And, as I discovered on a 
visit in September, with just weeks to go before kick-off, 
significant sections of  Doha’s streets are inaccessible 
as the country belatedly seeks to upgrade its water and 

sewerage system.

During that trip, 
I was struck 
by the scale of  
infrastructural 
development that 
has taken place 
since I was last 
in Qatar before 
the pandemic. 
The city seemed 
a lot quieter than 
before, which a 
taxi driver told me 
was because local 
people have been 
instructed to either 
leave the country 
or stay away from 
the capital as final 

preparations take place.

In some places, roads were still unfinished, as were 
several areas where football fans are expected to 

congregate. Among some migrant workers 
I spoke to, issues remained of  long 

working hours and low pay. But 
both they and others talked, 
almost without exception, of  
their excitement about the 

tournament.

That many of  them will be unable to afford 
match tickets will not concern the Qatari authorities. 
Its 12 years of  planning for the World Cup have 
been about nation-building ambitions, projecting soft 
power and changing international perceptions. 

As it races ahead with final preparations, there is not long 
to go before the Doha government decides whether its 
massive gamble has paid off.

Simon Chadwick

Professor of  Sport and Geopolitical Economy, 
SKEMA Business School

Article first published in The Conversation

“We don’t wish to be 
visible during a tournament that 

has cost thousands of  people their 
lives.”
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I never met Angela 
Lansbury, but she was one 
of  those icons that felt like 
a trusted friend and family 
member. Every Sunday 
evening, I devoured 
Jessica Fletcher’s 
activities in Murder, 
She Wrote – catching 
the bad guys and saving 
another poor victim 
from eternal damnation. 
The younger generation 
discovered her as Mrs 
Potts in Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast and more 
recently as the balloon 
seller in Mary Poppins 
returns (a role created 
as a cameo appearance 
for Julie Andrews, 
who turned it down so 
attention was not taken 
away from Emily Blunt). 
Disney considered 
Lansbury for the original 
casting of  Mary Poppins, 
so it is fitting that one of  
her last film appearances 
return full circle to her 
earlier Hollywood career.

Lansbury, who died on 
October 11 2022, was a 
constant presence in film, 
stage and TV for nearly 70 
years. She was one of  the original 
Hollywood greats from the silver screen, but she did not 

fade into obscurity; 
she worked far longer 
and harder than many 
of  the starlets of  her 
age, who said no to 
unbecoming roles.

Dame Angela Lansbury 
was an icon of  the 
stage and 
screen, but beneath 
this strong and lovable 
figure is a story filled 
with highs and lows 
that fuelled her talent 
and perseverance. 

A star of  the 
silver screen

Born in 1925 in 
London to Irish actress 
Moyna Macgill and 
politician Edgar 
Lansbury, the first 
experience to shape her 
life came at the age of  
nine when her father 

died of  stomach cancer, leaving 
a gaping hole in Lansbury’s 
life. Finding refuge in the 
cinema as her interest in 

school waned, she fell in love 
with the movies and was able to 

pursue acting when the family moved to the US in 1940 

A storied career sure to touch people for years to come. Stephen Langston reports.

Angela Lansbury: A Life Well Lived

The marriage lasted all but 
a year; she was one of  the last people

 to know he was gay.
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to escape the Blitz. Lansbury gained employment at 
the movie studio MGM, taking on minor roles in many 
major films, 
but more 
importantly, 
socialised in 
the world 
of  acting. In 
1944, she 
befriended 
John Van 
Druten the 
scriptwriter 
for Gaslight, 
a tale of  
psychological 
manipulation 
(where 
the term 
“gaslighting” 
derives from), 
and was 
subsequently 
cast in the 
role of  
maid Nancy 
alongside 
Ingrid 
Bergman 
and Charles 
Boyer. The 
film led to her 
first Oscar 
nomination. 

Her 
socialising 
continued 
and in 1945 
she met and 
married 
her hero, 
actor Richard 
Cromwell. 
The marriage 
lasted all 
but a year; she was one of  the last people to know he 
was gay. In 1946 she met British 
actor Peter Shaw, who she 
famously told after a 
screentest: “Darling, 
I love you very much, 
but an actor you aren’t.” 
He subsequently left the 
profession, eventually turning to casting 
and production. The couple were married in 1949 until 

his death 54 years later.

Lansbury continued 
her film career, 
playing, as she 
described, villainous 
parts much older 
than her age and 
appeared in over 
40 films. It was not 
until the 60s that 
she was recognised 
as a leading lady 
and at the age of  41 
took on the title role 
of  Mame, winning 
her first Broadway 
Tony award. 
Despite her effort 
at creating the role, 
she was rejected by 
the film studios to 
play the same part 
in the Hollywood 
adaptation, losing out 
to Lucille Ball.

Leading 
roles

During the 70s, the 
family retreated to 
County Cork, after 
their Malibu home 
was burnt to the 
ground and daughter 
Deidre had a close 
encounter with 
murderer Charles 
Manson. She 
limited her work 

to focus on her 
family until Disney’s Bedknobs and 

Broomsticks delivered her long-
awaited Hollywood leading 
lady role in 1971. 

Developed at the same time 
as Mary Poppins but put on hold 

due to technical complications, Bedknobs 
and Broomsticks was originally planned for Julie 

Despite her effort at creating 
the stage role, she was rejected by the 

film studios to play the same part in the 
Hollywood adaptation

She was excellent as amateur sleuth, Jessica Fletcher in Murder She Wrote
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Andrews. However, by the time Andrews went to accept 
the part, Lansbury had already been cast.

She 
continued 
to pioneer 
new stage 
roles, 
notably for 
Stephen 
Sondheim 
as Rose 
in Gypsy 
(1973, 
London 
premier) 
and the 
original 
Mrs Lovett 
in Sweeney 
Todd (1979 
Broadway 
premiere) 
leading to 
a further 
four Tony 
awards. In 
1980, she 
met with 
Andrew 
Lloyd 
Webber, 
who 
pitched to 
her the role 
of  Norma 
Desmond 
for his new musical version of  the Billy Wilder classic 
film, Sunset Boulevard. The song he used to 
try to entice Lansbury was 
later rewritten and 
became Memory, 
finally appearing in 
Cats sung by Elaine 
Paige. Although Lansbury 
desperately wanted to play 
the role she was not considered when it was 
finally produced in 1993. 

In 1991, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast introduced 
Lansbury to a new audience as the motherly figure Mrs 
Potts and ironically this was as close as she was going to 
get to winning an Oscar when the title tune for which she 
is now famed for singing won best original song.
In her massively varied career, it was the TV 
series Murder, She Wrote (1984-96) that established 

Lansbury as a worldwide household name as the amateur 
detective Jessica Fletcher, running for 12 seasons. 

Lansbury 
holds the 
record for the 
most Emmy 
nominations 
for outstanding 
lead actress in 
a drama series 
receiving 12 
for Murder, 
She Wrote, 
one for each 
season.

Lansbury kept 
working to the 
very end. Her 
final screen 
appearance 
will be aired 
in December 
2022 in the 
Netflix murder 
mystery Glass 
Onion: A 
Knives Out 
Mystery . 
While details 
of  her exact 
role in the film 
have not been 
made public, 
it will likely 
have some 
connection to 

Jessica Fletcher in Murder, She Wrote. 

Through her iconic roles, Angela 
Lansbury has left a legacy that 

will touch the lives of  people for 
years to come – whether that’s 
as Mrs Potts weaving a “tale as 

old as time” or as the sleuth Jessica 
Fletcher. Goodbye, Dame Angela 

Lansbury.

Stephen Langston
Programme Leader for Performance, University 

of  the West of  Scotland

Republished courtesy of  ‘The Conversation’

During the 70s, the family retreated to 
County Cork
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A voice for 
workers’ 
rights and
eco-socialism

Aughrim St Sports Hall, Stoneybatter,
D7. (01) 8388085

Tony Gregory Community, Youth
& Sports Centre, Ballybough, Dublin 3.
(01) 2228584

Sports & Fitness Ballyfermot, Le
Fanu Pk. Ballyfermot, D10. (01)  2228580

Sports & Fitness  Ballymun, Main St
Ballymun, D9. (01)  2228240

Cabra Parkside Community & Sport Complex, Ratoath Rd, Cabra,
D7. (01) 2227559

Clogher Road Sports Hall, Clogher Road, Crumlin, D12. (01) 2228594

Clontarf  All Weather Pitches, Alfie Byrne Road, Clontarf, D3. (01)
2226578

Sports & Fitness Finglas, Mellowes Rd, Finglass, D11 (01) 2228620

Glin Road Sports Hall, Coolock, D17. (01) 8478177

Inchicore Community Sports Hall, St. Michael’s Estate, Off Bulfin
Road, Inchicore, D8. (01)  2228562

Sports & Fitness Irishtown, Irishtown, D4. (01) 2223801

Sports & Fitness Markievicz, Townsend Street, D2. (01) 2226130

Poppintree Sport & Community Facility, Balbutcher Lane, Poppintree, 
D11. (01) 2223985

St. Catherine’s Sports Centre, Marrowbone Lane, D8. (01) 2227542

Coolock Swimming Pool, Northside Shopping Centre, Coolock, D17. (01)
8477743

East Wall Water Sports Centre, Alfie Byrne Rd, D3. (01) 2225579

Municipal Rowing Club, Longmeadows, Islandbridge, D8. (01) 6779746

https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/sports-and-leisure
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Joseph Laird is an affable, gentle-spoken guy. The eldest 
of  three, he and his brother and sister were “born and 
bred” in 
Clondalkin, 
six miles 
south-west 
of  Dublin 
city-centre. 
Despite his 
seemingly 
carefree 
demeanour, 
things have 
not been 
easy - from 
addiction, to 
homelessness 
to frequent 
jail terms,  
Joe tells me,

 “I’m an open 
book, if  my 
mess-ups can 
stop anyone 
else making 
them, I’m 
happy to tell 
my story.”

Joe went 
along to 
the Irish 
Homeless 
Street League 
(IHSL)  whilst undergoing treatment at 

Coolmine Therapeutic Community as, 
“ ....some of  
the lads went 
there at the 
weekend and 
really enjoyed 
it, so I tagged 
along to see 
what was 
going on.”

Joe has now 
been going 
along to his 
local League 
for two-and-
half  years 
and laughs, 

“I didn’t 
realise it was 
that long, 
time really 
does fly when 
you’re having 
fun.”

When Laird 
first started 
attending 
the Street 
League he 
was abusing 
drugs, 

“....and just about everything else if  I’m being completely 
honest with you.”

Joseph Laird – Triumph over Adversity: 
From Homeless Addict to Representing Ireland

Sam McMurdock recently met Joseph Laird (37) from Clondalkin, Dublin who was a 
member of  the Irish team that won the International Street Soccer 8 Nations Cup in 

Dundee, Scotland in September.

“I’ve never been 
this long out of  

prison before…”
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Joe is candid, and explains that his story “should not go 
to waste” and “if  
it helps anyone 
else, even one 
person, then 
I’ll be happy 
enough.”

Joe, like many 
people who turn 
up at the Street 
League has had 
his fair share of  
problems, not 
least spending 
over twenty years 
homeless and 
finding himself  
in and out of  jail,

“It’s been hard,” 
he says, before 
exhaling, 

“There’s no 
book to tell 
you how to live 
your life, that’s why I want people to know that drugs 
and other ways of  escaping reality lead to nothing, in 
fact, they rob you off your life and anything good it has 
to offer.”

Joe goes on to tell me that he has struggled with 
commitment and doing things outside his comfort zone 
all his life, 

“...The League has brought 
me out of  my shell, it’s 
given me purpose and 
knowing I have a routine 
of  meeting up with the 
lads and knowing they’re 
waiting on me has really helped. I 
enjoy the banter too of  course. I love going and that 
surprises me still.”

Why?

“ I’ve never stuck to anything but then again, I’ve never 
experienced anything like it - there’s no judgement, just 
people who want the best for you. I’ve learned a lot about 
myself  and what works for me.”

Some would say, ‘A Ball Can Change a Life’, I 
joke.

“There’s no doubt about that [laughs].” 

What it is 
about the 
IHSL that 
motivates 
positive 
change in so 
many?

“I think the 
belief  they 
have in you 
is a big part. 
I’m goalkeeper 
and I’m very 
proud of  that; 
we all have 
something in 
the League 
we are proud 
of  and want 
to do well 
at. For me, 
having goals 
and working 
towards them 

is a big thing... that’s something I’ve learned about 
myself. The exercise is very good. It’s hard.... very 
hard [laughs] but the benefits for your head [mental 
health] is great. I’m not the fittest, that’s why I’m the 
goalkeeper [laughs]  but getting out of  the house, 
moving around, it does make all the difference.... 
it’s made me realise the importance of  being active 
because I’m a much more positive person with a better 

outlook on life when I’m keeping myself  
moving and busy.”

Joe tells me that his life 
has been littered with 
episodes of  “just giving 

up” but the League has 
shown him that,

 “...hard work brings rewards. Being picked to 
represent my country and fly the flag…. I’m incredibly 
proud of  that because I’ve never achieved anything 
in life …. I’ve never ever been this long out of  prison 
before…. I haven’t been inside in three years, that’s 
something that’s really important to me and something 
I’m proud of  … that might not sound much to a lot 
of  people but I don’t want my old life, I want better 
things for me now…. I didn’t think much of  myself  
before.... but now ... now I believe I deserve more out 
of  life... that’s a first for me and I’m even surprised to 

Joe celebrating with fellow 
teammates

Being picked to represent my 
country  …. I’m incredibly proud of  that 
because I’ve never achieved anything in 

life.
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hear myself  say it.”

Joe tells me, that since coming back from Dundee 
with a win, at 
the 8 Nations 
Tournament he’s 
been looking back 
at his life and 
examining why 
he didn’t achieve 
things he’d have 
liked to, 

“I now know 
why things never 
turned out for 
me before ....I 
never believed 
in myself, and 
nobody is to 
blame for that 
except me ... I 
can’t pass the 
blame to anyone 
or anything 
anymore 
because it’s 
very clear 
to me at this 
moment in time 
that I lacked 
commitment, I 
never gave my 
all and if  I didn’t achieve things right away, I’d say f**k 
that and just give up. That’s no way to live or to get 
anywhere in life.”

I tell Joe that everyone at the Big Issue and IHSL 
is so proud of  him winning at the 8 Nations 
Tournament.

“That’s so kind. I’ve never ate so well in my life 
[laughs]. The food was amazing .... I love good food 
and being there with people I genuinely have a bond 
with and winning of  course, it’s just a feeling I’ll 
never forget and something I want to last forever..... 
[pauses]... do you know, and this is really making me 
emotional but I need to say it.... my mam, I’ve never 
seen her this proud or at peace... she watched it [8 
Nations Tournament] online... she just wouldn’t miss a 
second of  it.... 

“Before I left for Scotland, there was a documentary 
on the telly about the Street League and she said she 
was loving that I am a part of  it. I got goose pimples 
all over my body when she said that. My breathing 

went because for the first time ever, I could see genuine 
pride in mam’s eyes and tears ….. [goes quiet]…. 
Sam, the tears were tears of  happiness and pride. I 

cried with mam, 
I didn’t care, I 
just cried because 
I could feel her 
relief  …. She 
can see I’m on a 
different path, I’ve 
walked away from 
my old life and she 
knows in her heart 
like mams do that 
she doesn’t have 
to worry about the 
police coming to 
her door anymore, 
she doesn’t have to 
worry that she’ll 
get that news that 
Joe is dead.”

Any advice for 
your 16-year-old 
self ?

“Don’t follow 
the crowd. What 
seems cool and 
great at the time 
doesn’t make for 
a good life. Turn 

away. Walk away from friends if  they’re leading you 
down that path. It’ll be hard but it’ll be worth it. Say 
no to drugs at all costs, I promise you, they aren’t 
worth it. Don’t rely on drugs, alcohol or anything else 
for your confidence … Try and get yourself  involved 
in a sport, any sport, just don’t take that destructive 
path.”

Joe has countless stories from Dundee, 

“....an experience I’ll always look back on to remind 
me to keep moving forward, doing my best” and as we 
conclude our chat he tells me, 

“Going along to the League was such a great decision, 
winning that trophy, that was the icing on the cake .... 
I’m so proud of  representing my country, coming back 
and my family, friends and girlfriend there.... they were 
smiling, delighted and they’ve been telling anyone who 
will listen, ‘Our Joe was representing Ireland.’ To this 
day, when I think back to the motivational talks in our 
circle, I believed then I could take on the world - and I 
still do.”

Joe with teammates
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Ivana Bacik TD
Congratulations to all 
homeless players on your 
recent success in the 8 
Nations Cup! 

labour.ie info@labour.ie labourparty thelabourparty @labour

Dáil Éireann, Dublin 2.Tel: 01 6183134  
Email: jimocallaghan@oireachtas.ie Web: jimocallaghan.com  
Twitter: O’CallaghanJim              Facebook/Instagram: Jim O’Callaghan TD

Weekly Advice Clinics: Tuesday -  St. Andrews Resource Centre: 6pm-7pm, 114,116 Pearse 
St, City Quay, Dublin D02 PR44  & Ringsend Community Centre: 7pm-8pm,Thorncastle 
Street, Ringsend, Dublin 4

Congratulations to the Irish teams on their success in 
the 8 Nations championships in Dundee, Scotland.



  

Screen 
Scene

  BARDO, False Chronicle of a 
Handful of Truths ***

Starring: Daniel Brühl, Sebastian Hülk.
Run Time: 147 mins
Streaming on: Netflix

Available: From 28th October .

Rúin ón Spéir ***

Starring: N/A
Run Time: 60 mins
Streaming on: TG4 CatchUp
Available to stream: Now

Five-time Academy Award®-winner Alejandro G. 
Iñárritu brings us BARDO, False Chronicle of  a 
Handful of  Truths, an epic, visually stunning and 
immersive experience set against the intimate and 
moving journey of  Silverio, a renowned Mexican 
journalist and documentary filmmaker living in Los 
Angeles, who, after being named the recipient of  a 
prestigious international award, is compelled to return 
to his native country, unaware that this simple trip 
will push him to an existential limit. The folly of  his 
memories and fears have decided to pierce through 
the present, filling his everyday life with a sense of  
bewilderment and wonder. With both emotion and 
abundant laughter, Silverio grapples with universal yet 
intimate questions about identity, success, mortality, 
the history of  Mexico and the deeply emotional 
familial bonds he shares with his wife and children. 
Indeed, what it means to be human in these very 
peculiar times.  Well worth checking out.

The first episode of  this two part aerial 
documentary series explores the secrets and 
hidden histories of  Ireland’s beautiful and ancient 
South and East. Our journey begins on the east 
coast where we discover the long and chequered 
history of  a Viking prison island. We reveal how 
the extraordinary secret of  an ancient necropolis 
was revealed by a hovering drone; how a Wicklow 
waterfall nearly severed the British royal line, the 
secret grave of  Father Christmas and the strange 
tale of  Europe’s only open sea cable car.
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Love Actually****

Starring: Hugh Grant, Martine McCutcheon
Streaming: Prime 
Run Time: 129 mins.

YouTuber Adrian Stewart uploads solved, unsolved
and strange cases weekly. The channel has 1.4m subscribers
& 200m views and its no suprise, as each episode brings a new
case (or old) with fresh insight. Cases are global and so many
are crimes that even true crime fans will never have heard of and
more importantly, each case is handed sensitively. 

 Dead to Me (Season 3)  ****

Starring: Christina Applegate, Linda 
Cardellini
Streaming: Netflix
Run Time: 96 mins
Available to stream: Currently.

We’ve been waiting a very long time on Season 
3 (or at least it feels that way) of Liz Feldman’s 
black-comedy Dead to Me! The final (yes final) 
season hits our screens on November 17th and Jen 
and Judy are back - in the aftermath of yet another 
hit and run. Season 3 sees both women receiving 
shocking news - but this unlikely friendship sees 
Applegate & Cardellini’s characters ready to risk 
thier lives for a friendship that’s above the law.

Save Our Squad with David 
Beckham ***

Starring: David Beckham
Streaming: Disney+
Run Time: 90 mins
Available to watch: 9th November

Coffee House Crime ***

Starring: Adrian Stewart
Streaming: Currently
Run Time:  Varies
Available to stream: YouTube

David Beckham is coming home. A career that has taken 
him to the summit of world football, is now heading 
back to its source: East London. This is where David’s 
footballing journey began – in the Echo Premier League.

In Save Our Squad, David Beckham is joining up with 
Westward Boys, an under 14’s grassroots side from East 
London who are in desperate need of help. Westward 
have not won a game all season, and the threat of being 
relegated looms large. David is going to have to draw on 
all of his years of experience in the game if he’s going to 
stand a chance of saving them from relegation.

From heroics to heartbreak, failure to redemption, the 
experiences that Westward Boys, their coaches and their 
families will go through over the course of the season, 
are ones they’ll never forget.
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Just over a century ago, Michael Collins was fatally 
shot in a gun 
battle with his 
own warring 
countrymen, 
having been 
ambushed at a 
Cork country 
crossroads. Sri 
Lanka born-
Irish composer 
Mustafa 
Khetty was 
inspired to give 
creative flesh 
to a protean 
soldier-
statesman with 
few equals, in 
an ambitious 
concept album 
based around 
Collins’ 
passionate 
love affair with 
Kitty Kiernan.

The music is neoclassical, as for instance in the Overture, 
which adds Irish folk instrumentation – flute, 
harp and bodhrán drum. There is a 
Vivaldi like dance with elements 
of  traditional music reflecting 
Kitty Kiernan’s pre-Collins 
life as a dance-loving socialite. 
A funk/rap track to bring the 
hide and seek mischief  of  Michael 
Collins escapades with the British 
Intelligence.  The Dublin Gospel Choir added their 

voices to backup vocals and in the Requiem.

“I look at 
Michael 
Collins as a 
world hero,” 
Mustafa says. 
He inspired 
Mahatma 
Gandhi, Che 
Guevara, 
Nelson 
Mandela and 
a stream of  
others who 
looked at him 
and his tactics 
in the Irish 
struggle. He 
had brain, 
brawn and 
Adonis looks. 
The more 
I find out 
about the 

extraordinary dexterity and depth of  his capabilities, the 
more I’m flabbergasted.”

“I want to stay out of  politics,” Mustafa says of  his 
work’s core, 

“...and write a love story that makes 
this amenable to all sides. A lot of  it 
is based around the 300 letters that 

Michael and Kitty wrote before and 
during the peace talks in London.” 

This is just part of  Mustafa’s exhaustive two years of  

Michael 
Collins inspired 

Mahatma Gandhi, Che Guevara, 
Nelson Mandela and a stream of  

others... 

It was recently the 100th anniversary of  the death of  Michael Collins, the Irish 
revolutionary, soldier, and politician. and to celebrate his life, a new album by a Sri 

Lankan born, Dublin-raised musician Mustafa Khetty has been created. Mustafa, who 
was fascinated by Collins’ story, spent two years researching his incredible life, with 
input from Collins’ family. Liz Scales reports.

Mustafa Khetty Brings Michael Collins & Kitty Kiernan’s Love to 
Life Through Music

Issues: Arts

Mustafa composing

28



research, much of  it guided by members of  the Michael 
Collins Society, in Dublin and Midlands including 
Collins 
relatives who 
“have given 
substantial 
personal 
information, 
handed down 
through 
generations”.

Why the 
obsession 
with Michael  
Collins and 
when did it 
begin? 

Admiration 
from early 
teens to 
obsession 
in the last two years. During Leaving Cert History 
hearing about his few escapades led to further study & 
he was an enigma. About two years ago, having joined 
The National Collins22 Society, Dublin & Midlands 
rekindled my interest approaching his 
100th death commemoration. The 
learning journey is fascinating & 
astounding. The enormity of  his 
achievements at such a young 
age is mind boggling.

Who would you compare Micheal 
Collins with leader wise in history? 

He is incomparable in the sense of  being much 
more than a liberator. In my scanning of  historical 
leaders in the last 150 years there is none that held a 
multitude of  positions and excelled across. He was in 
Military Intelligence, Chief  of  Staff, Finance Minister, 
Home Affairs Minister, Orator, Politician, Statesman, 
Sportsman and Writer at the young age of  31. Perhaps, 
one that comes to mind is Abdelkader El Hassani El 
Djazairi, Algerian liberator of  the 1830’s. He won over 
his enemies and praised by world leaders on his courage, 
chivalry and exemplary conduct. 

Your album has different genres, can you explain 
your process with the album? 

The process was based on the 300 letters shared by the 
couple. Each track reflects their love affair and captures 
the tension, anxieties, uncertainties, loneliness, separation 

and emotional highs and lows. The fusion of  different 
genres is by design to feature the musical ambience of  

the story line. For 
example, ‘Catch 
me if  you can’ is 
about  the British 
Intelligence’s 
desperate attempts 
to capture him. 
A funk/rap style 
was appropriate to 
feature his daring, 
mischief  and 
escapades but they 
simple couldn’t 
arrest him. Young 
listeners would be 
attracted to the 
Cork accent, the 
mischievous lyrics. 

Is there an 
interesting fact 
you uncovered 

whilst  researching the project? 

Yes, neuroscientists would have loved to study his brain, 
how it ticked, his left/right and whole brain working at 

7/24. 

What’s the next project for 
Mustafa Khetty? 

Two albums, a solo album 
featuring folk/soft rock focusing on 

song writing and the group’s Morpheus 
Project prog rock world music fusion.

100th Anniversary 
of  the Death of  
Irish Revolutionary 
Michael Collins. 

New Album 
Detailing His Life
Available on 
Amazon
Music & all 
other streaming 
platforms, i.e. 
Apple, Spotify etc. 

The enormity of  his
achievements at such a young

age is mind boggling...

A lot of  the album is based around the 300 letters that Michael and Kitty wrote 
before and during the peace talks in London.
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It’s a story that has captured our imaginations so it is 
no surprise that the story 
of  Agnes MacDonnell and 
James Lynchehaun has 
somehow transpired into 
folklore and even popular 
literature – James Joyce 
actually referenced it in 
‘Ulysses’ and the play ‘The 
Playboy of  the Western 
World’ by J.M. Synge 
was actually inspired by 
it.  So, who were Agnes 
MacDonnell and James 
Lynchehaun?  

Agnes MacDonnell was 
an English landowner 
who owned ‘The Valley 
House’ on Achill Island 
(Co. Mayo).  She bought 
the property from the Earl 
of  Cavan who resided there 
occasionally, mainly for 
hunting purposes. Although 
Agnes was married, (to 
John Randal MacDonnell) she very rarely 
seen her husband as he was a 
barrister whose work kept him 
in London.  Agnes seemed 
unfazed by the fact that John 
was never around, possibly due 
to the fact that her hands were full 
with her own business matters, collecting rent, arranging 
repairs and all the other tasks associated with renting 
properties and land. It must have been viewed as quite 
rare in the 19th Century for a woman to be conducting 
business, especially a female, who by all accounts was 
very aesthetically pleasing to the eye and incredibly 
feminine, yet harsh and unsympathetic when people 
could not pay their rent.  People throughout the area 

often talked about Agnes’ stunning looks which seemed 
at odds with her strong, exacting 
business ethic, for instance if  
you could not pay your rent 
that week, she would ensure you 
‘paid’ in some way, should it be 
x amount of  physical labour or 
any other tasks needing done.  
She was not to be taken lightly.

So, who was James 
Lynchehaun?  Lynchehaun 
was, by all accounts, a clever 
man.  The monks at Bunacurry 
Monastery in Achill Island had 
educated him and he had little 
problem securing good jobs. 
He had worked at a time as a 
schoolteacher but was dismissed 
for dishonesty (he was falsifying 
the roll book to claim more 
salary). In an attempt to make a 
fresh start (and go where no one 
knew him perhaps) he moved to 
the north of  England and joined 
the Metropolitan Police Force.  

Lynchehaun found it impossible not 
to be deceptive and dishonest and 
was very quickly back in Ireland 
looking for work.  Reportedly 

being “a fine, young, strong, dark 
animal looking man” [MacDonnell 

said this] and having the gift of  the gab, he found no 
problems securing employment with Agnes who, by all 
accounts was quite taken by him.  She promptly hired 
him as her land agent and he hired a cottage from her 
and another property where he ran a small grocery shop. 

Agnes, who was known for being a hard businesswoman 
and incredibly clever was soon to discover that 

Fear and Loathing in Achill

A wealthy landowner in the west of Ireland is brutally attacked and her home is burnt down resulting in such severe 
facial disfigurement that she wears a veil for the rest of her days. The perpetrator? He was the inspiration behind 

JM Synge’s ruthless hero. Sam McMurdock reports.

Issues: Historical

Agnes and James had a 
major row.
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Lynchehaun was equally clever, but more so – cunning, a 
mannerism that Agnes would increasingly find difficult to 
manage, and just 
twelve weeks into 
their contract, 
Agnes and James 
had a major 
row.  Agnes sent 
him a letter to 
terminate his 
position and 
the lease on his 
property.  Agnes’ 
intent anger 
and apparent 
hatred led many 
to believe this 
was not simply a 
business venture 
that had not 
worked out – she 
was, after all 
used with such 
situations. She 
was behaving 
more like a 
woman scorned. 
Islanders believed 
Agnes and James 
were having 
a torrid love 
affair and with 
her passionate 
personality and 
his deceptive 
ways in business, 
not to mention 
his philandering 
– many assume 
that this was 
a ticking time 
bomb that had to 
explode. 

Agnes went around 
to his cottage and 
told him to get 
out but he refused.  
Knowing a small amount 
of  the law, Lynchehaun would hold up 
proceedings by taking Agnes to court and this went on 
for quite a time until she eventually told him that she 
was increasing his rent from £15 a year to £45 a year. 
She had effectively outwitted him, and by all accounts, 
he was furious. He hated to be outfoxed, but more so by 
a woman. He was used with calling the shots with the 

ladies and this didn’t sit well with him.  His mind was 
restless. 

Some nights later, 
Agnes was asleep in 
her house with her 
dog Pip on her bed. 
No one else was in 
the property that 
night and Agnes 
awoke coughing and 
gasping for breath.  
She could barely 
believe what she was 
seeing – the room 
was bright yellow and 
orange – it took her 
a second to fathom – 
the room was on fire; 
flames were gushing 
violently around 
the bedroom.  She 
ran disorientated to 
the back door and 
screamed, but locals 
were just starting to 
gather shouting “the 
big house is on fire 
…. the big house has 
gone up”. 

Lynchehaun 
immediately 
appeared at the 
door and Agnes 
thought he had come 
to rescue her, and 
flung herself  on his 
mercy, but instead 
he grabbed her and 
dragged her behind 
a haystack where he 
viciously beat her.  

His cruelty knew no bounds and he 
didn’t stop until she had lost an 

eye, had her nose bitten off and 
was unrecognizable. He left 
her to die in a pool of  blood. 

The once stunning woman was 
now deformed forever.  The doctor who 

arrived at the scene said later in court that: 

“Mrs MacDonnell was in almost lifeless condition. Her 
hair and nightdress was saturated in blood. Her pulse 
was trembling and barely perceptible. Her breathing was 
weak. Her body was almost cold.”

His 
relatives his him underneath the 

floorboards of  a friend and he remained 
out of  sight for twelve weeks.
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Lynchehaun was arrested and brought to Castlebar Jail 
– however, because of  the nature of  the case and the 
victim’s frail condition, he had to be taken to and from 
Castlebar to 
Achill on a 
further four 
occasions 
under heavy 
police 
custody in 
order to 
hear Agnes’ 
statement of  
the night of  
the fire and 
attack. The 
journey to 
and from the 
jail was an 
arduous one 
that involved 
police taking 
Lynchehaun 
by train, then the rest of  the journey by jaunting car. 
On his final trip by jaunting car back to the prison, 
Lynchehaun seized his opportunity and jumped from 
the carriage into the dead of  night. 
Why was he not handcuffed 
to an officer? Tactically 
he had jumped on 
the Mulranny side 
of  Achill where his 
uncle had a house.  
His relatives hid him 
underneath the floorboards of  
a friend and he remained out of  sight for 
twelve weeks as close to 300 RUC policemen searched 
the island for him. 

The government offered £200 (topped up to £300 by 
MacDonnell) for information leading to his arrest. At first 
there was nothing and the locals laughed at outwitting 
the authorities, but eventually someone came forward, 
unable to resist the ‘bait’ of  £300. Lynchehaun was 
caught and imprisoned in Maryborough Jail in Portlaoise 
where he planned his escape for the next seven years.  
His strategy didn’t work out too well as he disappeared 
clad only in his shirt and underpants! His escape did not 
go to plan, and just over two and half  months later he 
was caught – in the United States no less – Chicago to be 
exact! 

Lynchehaun, always quite keen on the law (but not in 
keeping it unfortunately) launched an appeal that became 
the major political debate of  its day.  The British wanted 
him brought back to Ireland to finish paying his debt 

to society, but despite the government’s vehement fight 
for justice, this was not to be. Lynchehaun fought tooth 
and nail and the British government was at odds what to 

do as they had 
exhausted all 
routes (even a 
hearing in the 
Supreme Court). 

Lynchehaun 
lived in the 
States for many 
more years and 
by all accounts 
was quite 
popular with 
the emigrant 
population and 
quite the life 
and soul of  the 
party; however, 
a meeting with 
Michael Davitt 

(the MP who founded the Irish National Land League) 
really seemed to affect him. He put his hand out to shake 
hands and Davitt said, “I will not shake the hand of  a 

murderer.”  It is said that Lynchehaun’s 
health went downhill after that 

and he lost a lot of  interest 
in life in general.  Had 
he believed that he was 
somehow innocent because 

he was not extradited? 

Did Lynchehaun ever return to 
Achill?  He actually did – twice! Once in 

1907 (disguised as an American holidaymaker) and then 
in 1918 – at which time he was arrested and deported to 
the U.K. He died in prison in Scotland in 1937 at the age 
of  seventy-seven. 

So, what happened Agnes MacDonnell? She made a 
very slow recovery and was in constant pain from her 
horrific injuries. Her property, The Valley House was 
rebuilt and she continued to live there until her death in 
1923.

This story has left its mark on American extradition law 
and the film ‘Love and Rage’ is based on this story and 
was actually filmed on location at The Valley House and 
around Achill. 

Her hair and nightdress were saturated 
in blood.
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A Little Bit of Irish
Phrase: Translations: Pronounciation:

Bean sí Fairy woman Ban-shee 

Oíche Shamhna Hallowe’en Ee-huh-how-nuh

Filíocht Poetry Fill-ee-uhkht

A Chairde Dear Friends A-Kh-ahr-dyuh

Beannachtaí Blessings Bean-ach-tee

File Poet Fill-uh

Cara Friend Kah-ruh

Word Power

Over the next few issues we’ll be attempting to increase your word power. Have a look at the words
below and afterwards see if  you know their meaning.

Word Pronunciation

1. Elemental El-uhmen-tl
2. Effervescent Ef-er-ves-uhnt
3. Effigy Ef-i-jee
4. Dossier Doss-ee-er
5. Auspicious Aw-spish-uhs
6. Astir Uh-stur
7. Impasse Im-pas
8. Pedagogue Ped-uh-gog
9. Valvular Val-vyuh-ler
10. Testate Tes-teyt
11. Bunkum Buhng-kuhm
12. Scurrility Skuh-ril-i-tee

Answers

1. Of  the nature of  an ultimate constituent; simple;
uncompounded.

2. To give off bubbles of  gas, as fermenting liquors.
3. A representation or image, especially sculptured,

as on a monument.
4. A collection or file of  documents on the same

subject.
5. Promising success; propitious; opportune.
6. An excited state or condition.
7. A position or situation from which there is no

escape; deadlock.
8. A teacher; schoolteacher.
9. Having the form or function of  a valve.
10. Having made and left a valid will.
11. Insincere speechmaking by a politician intended

merely to please local constituents.
12. The quality of  being insulting and abusive.

How did YOU score?

10 or more – Perfection!6-9

Brilliant.
3-5 Well done.

0-2 Must do better.
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Patricia Scanlan’s 
Book Club

Patricia Scanlan was born in Dublin, where she still lives. She is a #1 
bestselling author and has sold millions of books worldwide. Her books are 

translated in many languages. Patricia is the series editor and a contributing author to the award 
winning Open Door Literacy series.

This issue, Patricia brings her favourite books of the moment.

The Other Guinness Girl: A Question of Honour. - Emily Hourican –
Hachette Books Ireland

Honor Guinness is rich, aristocratic, shy and awkward -- nothing like her glamorous cousins 
Aileen, Maureen and Oonagh. But when she marries charming and ambitious American, Henry 
‘Chips’ Channon, together they make the perfect couple at the heart of  the most elite social 
circles -- including a close friendship with the Prince of  Wales and Mrs Wallis Simpson. But 
within the marriage, all is less than perfect. 
Meanwhile, Honor’s best friend, the beautiful, enigmatic Doris, is set on establishing her place in 
London society. But, as tensions rise in 1930s Europe, Doris, born to a German-Jewish mother, 
hears troubling accounts from her cousins in Berlin. Will she be able to secure the right marriage 
to protect her family, and her future? 
Set against the rise of  Nazism, the abdication of  a king, and the slide into World War II, The Other Guinness Girl is a 

sweeping novel of  love, desire, friendship and self-discovery. 

Emily Hourican gets better and better. An utterly absorbing read. 

Hawk Mountain – Conner Habib – Doubleday Ireland

Thirty-three-year-old Todd is playing at the beach with his son, Anthony, when he catches 
sight of  an approaching figure. Instantly, he recognizes Jack, his high school tormentor.
Todd hasn’t seen Jack since school, and yet here he is - radiant, repentant, and overjoyed to 
have run into Todd. Jack suggests a meal to catch up. And could he spend the night? He’s in 

an unfamiliar town after all. Caught off guard by this chance interaction, Todd finds himself  unable to escape Jack’s 
charismatic and insistent presence in his life. But then Todd’s past starts to catch up with him and Jack isn’t going 
anywhere. 
What follows is a fast-paced story of  obsession and suspense as Jack pushes Todd to the brink, 
showing that love and hate can be intertwined until the very last breath.
Hawk Mountain is a tense, edgy, atmospheric read that will keep you turning the pages of  this 
excellent debut novel.

The Bullet That Missed: (The Thursday Murder Club 3)  – Richard 
Osman – Viking  

It is an ordinary Thursday and things should finally be returning to normal. 
Except trouble is never far away where the Thursday Murder Club is concerned. A decade-old cold 
case leads them to a local news legend and a murder with no body and no answers. Then a new foe 

Issues: New Book Releases
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pays Elizabeth a visit. Her mission? Kill. . . or be killed. 

As the cold case turns white hot, Elizabeth wrestles with her conscience (and a gun), while Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim 
chase down clues with help from old friends and new. But can the gang solve the mystery and save Elizabeth before the 
murderer strikes again? 

The Thursday Murder Club fans will absolutely love No 3.

An Irish Folklore Treasury: A selection of old stories, ways and wisdom 
from The Schools’ Collection – John Creedon – Gill Books

In this people’s history of  Ireland, John Creedon introduces a fascinating collection of  stories from 
the Schools’ Collection. This treasure trove of  old stories, ways and wisdom, which could have been 
lost forever, was collected by schoolchildren as part of  a nationwide project set up in the 1930s to 
preserve Irish folklore.

Published here for the first time, this ‘best of ’ selection includes chapters on ghost stories, agriculture, 
forgotten trades, schooling and pastimes. The result is an incredible arc of  folk history that tells us about ourselves and 
how we lived long ago.

An Irish Folklore Treasury is a real gem of  a book to dip in and out of. 

Girls Who Slay Monsters: Daring Tales of Ireland’s Forgotten Goddesses –Ellen Ryan – 
HarperCollins Ireland

Have you heard of  Eithne the supernatural scholar or Fand the shape-shifting eco-warrior?
What about Bé Mannair, a gender-fluid spy who challenges an entire army, or Bé Binn, a giantess 
who gets her own back on her bullies?

From mermaids and fashionistas to athletes and farmers, meet goddesses of  all shapes and sizes 
from Ireland’s ancient myths. Stand by their sides as they wield magic, fight monsters, and protect 
the powerless – and you might discover that you, too, are a force of  nature.

Note From The Author

Irish goddesses were an undiscovered secret. At my convent school, I was taught about two or three magical women from 
mysterious lands, but they were not described as goddesses, and I had no idea how warped these tales had become.
Then years later, I took a trip to Rathcroghan, an Irish archaeological site known as the ancient capital of  Connacht, 
and the original home of  Halloween. I learned the land there was linked with powerful goddesses like Morrígan – whose 
name I barely knew – and Medb, described in my schoolbooks as a greedy mortal, no more than a villain in a man’s 
story.

I couldn’t understand why I hadn’t been taught about these goddesses and felt something had been stolen from me. So, 
for many years after, I went digging through ancient Celtic texts and discovered a pantheon of  exciting goddesses with 
brilliant abilities. But what I found most remarkable was that these women from thousands of  years ago often faced the 
kind of  challenges we experience today. Their stories are relevant and inspiring, yet girls everywhere have been stripped 
of  the Celtic goddesses – an important part of  our shared female heritage. I am grateful and honoured to retell their 
stories for you now.

A vibrant, fascinating, informative and very timely book for young Irish girls to reconnect with their magnificent goddess 
energy. Girls Who Slay Monsters is an absolute winner, deservedly racing up the bestseller charts. 

35



A guy had been feeling down for so 
long that he finally decided to seek the 
aid of a psychiatrist.

He went there, lay on the couch, 
spilled his guts then waited for the 
profound wisdom of the psychiatrist 
to make him feel better.

The psychiatrist asked me a few 
questions, took some notes then sat 
thinking in silence for a few minutes 
with a puzzled look on his face.

Suddenly, he looked up with an 
expression of delight and said, “Um, I 
think your problem is low self-esteem. 
It is very common among losers.”

Old Mrs. Watkins awoke one spring 
morning to find that the river had 
flooded the entire first floor of her 
house Looking out of her window, 
she saw that the water was still 
rising. Two men passing in a rowboat 
shouted up an invitation to row to 
safety with them. “ No thank you, the 
Lord will provide”

The men shrugged and rowed on. By 
evening, the water level forced Mrs. 
Watkins to climb on top of the roof for 
safety. She was spotted by a man in a 
motorboat, who offered to pick her up. 
“Don’t trouble yourself,” she told him, 
“ The Lord will provide”

Pretty soon, Mrs. Watkins had to seek 
refuge atop the chimney. When a Red 
Cross worker came by on patrol, she 

waved it on, shouting, “The Lord will 
provide” So the boat left, the water 
rose and the old woman drowned.

Dripping wet and thoroughly annoyed, 
she came through the pearly gates and 
demanded to speak to God. ‘What 
happened?” she cried.
“For crying out loud lady, God said, “ 
I sent three boats”

A young reporter went to a retirement 
home to interview an aged but 
legendary explorer. The reporter 
asked the old man to tell him the most 
frightening experience he had ever 
had.

The old explorer said, ‘Once I was 
hunting Bengal tigers in the jungles 
of India. I was on a narrow path and 
my faithful native gun bearer was 
behind me. Suddenly the largest tiger I 
have ever seen leaped onto the path in 
front of us. I turned to get my weapon 
only to find the native had fled. The 
tiger leapt toward me with a mighty 
ROARRRRR! I soiled myself
The reporter said, ‘Under those 
circumstances anyone would have 
done the same’
The old explorer said, ‘No, not then – 
just now when I went ROARRRR!’

For his wife’s birthday party, a doctor 
ordered a cake with this inscription:

“You are not getting older,

You are just getting better.”

When asked how he wanted it 
arranged, he said,
“Just put ‘You are not getting older’ at 
the top,
and ‘You are just getting better’ at the 
bottom.”

It wasn’t until the good doctor 
was ready to serve the cake that he 
discovered it read:

“YOU ARE NOT GETTING OLDER 
AT THE TOP,
YOU ARE JUST GETTING BETTER 
AT THE BOTTOM.”

A lady was walking past a pet store 
when a parrot said, ‘hey, lady, You’re 
really ugly’. The lady was furious and 
continued on her way.

On the way home, she passed by the 
pet store again and the parrot once 
more said, ‘Hey, lady, you’re really 
ugly’ She was incredibly ticked off 
now, so she went into the store and 
said that she would sue the store 
and kill the bird. The store manager 
apologised profusely and promised he 
would make sure the parrot didn’t say 
it again.

The next day, she deliberately passed 
by the store to test the parrot, ‘Hey 
lady, it said.
‘Yes?’
‘You know!!’

Jokes
Because laughter is Because laughter is 
the best medicine!the best medicine!
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Irish Homeless Street Leagues Appointment.
The Irish Homeless Street Leagues are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Chris 
O’Brien as Chief Executive Officer.

Chris has been a voluntary director of the league since 2017 and is well known in the 
Business & Sports related world. Chris was the unanimous choice of the board.
 
Founder and Chairman of IHSL Sean Kavanagh is delighted that Chris has agreed to take 
up the role.

“Chris is ideally placed to lead the organisation into the future, he shares our vision and 
hopes and fully embodies the values of the Irish Homeless Street Leagues and understands 
the important role Sport plays in rebuilding lives “ 

Chris is cognizant of the challenges and work involved.

“When I first became involved with the Street Leagues I was taken aback when I saw what 
was happening, all that positive energy, an non judgemental and inclusive atmosphere, 
people developing their true sense of themselves. I could see at first hand what it meant 
to people. Anyone can become overwhelmed by life’s challenges and confidence can drain 
away so it is important there is a pathway that empowers people to rebuild their lives, that 
is what Street Leagues offers.  I’m a true believer in the power of sport and as the logo 
implies ‘‘A ball can change a life’ I look forward to the challenges ahead.’”

Chris with Cllr Sarah Kiely (far right) at the recent opening of the new Chris with Cllr Sarah Kiely (far right) at the recent opening of the new 
‘Irish Street League In Moyross, Limerick’‘Irish Street League In Moyross, Limerick’

    And YOU can make it happen!
By holding a fundraiser for the Irish Homeless Street Leagues, you will assist us in reintegrating hundreds of men & women who have 
experienced homelessness, addiction and social isolation, back into society through sport.

If you are interested, please click the SUPPORT button on our website 
irishstreetleague.com or contact lev@irishstreetleague.com

          www.irishstreetleague.com         Irishhomelessstreetleague         IrishStLeague             @IrishStLeague



Now You’re Asking (Comedy)

Marian Keyes (multi-award-
winning writer, with a total of  over 
30 million books sold to date in 33 
languages) and best-friend Tara 
Flynn (an actress, comedian and 
writer) want to solve your problems. 
Or try, at the very least. Join them 
as they dig into their own life 
experience to find advice for all of  
us. From dilemmas about life, love 
and grief, to the perils of  laundry 
or knowing what to say at a boring 
dinner, we’ll find out what Marian 
and Tara would recommend - 
which might not solve the problem 
exactly, but will make us all feel a 
bit better.

Got a problem you want Marian 
and Tara to solve? Email: 
marianandtara@bbc.co.uk

The Big Green Money 
Show (Science)

Dragons’ Den’s Deborah Meaden 
talks to some of  the world’s biggest 
business names about the biggest 
problem facing the planet: climate 
change. Episodes include: greener 
funerals, food waste, energy bills 
and hair & beauty.

Football Daily
(Sport)

Your daily dose of  football reaction, debate and analysis 
from the Premier League, EFL and beyond, plus 
interviews with the biggest names in the game. With over 

100 episodes so far, you can have a binge if  
you’re just discovering this excellent football 
podcast for the first time.

HOAX: The Sherri Papini 
Story (True Crime)

On November 2nd, 2016, California 
mum Sherri Papini went out for a jog and 
vanished. Three weeks later, she was found 
on the side of  the road, badly beaten up 
and claiming she’d been kidnapped and 
tortured. But it was all fake! Like a real-life 
“Gone Girl,” Sherri Papini had completely 
fabricated her abduction.

Journalist Abby Schreiber explores one of  
the most bizarre true crime sagas in recent 
memory, diving into the graphic lies Sherri 
told to the colourful characters who pop up 
during the investigation, all in an effort to 
discover whether any clues from Sherri’s past 
foreshadowed all of  the lies and deceit in her 
future. Absolutely excellent.

We source the best selection of  podcasts each issue. This time we bring you Now You’re Asking,
The Big Green Money Show, Football Daily and HOAX: The Sherri Papini Story.

The Podcast Review

How to: 

Search “Google podcasts” in the Play Store 
app (if you’ve an Android phone). iPhones 
comes with Apple podcasts app installed. 
Open the app and type in the name of the 
podcast you want or you can just browse 
categories whilst there.
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BAILE ÁTHA CLIATH · BÉAL FEIRSTE · RÁTH CHAIRN · DÚN SEACHLAINN · GAOTH DOBHAIR

Is í ár dteanga féin í. 
It’s our language.

forasnagaeilge.ie
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