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The Covid-19 pandemic has taken its 
toll on us, like it has on many other 
magazines, organisations and businesses 
globally. 

Unfortunately we are faced with a 
landscape that has irreversibly changed 
since the Big Issue first hit the streets in 
1995. To meet this challenge Ireland’s Big 
Issue must also change. 

We have reluctantly decided, albeit with 
a heavy heart, to  host the magazine 
digitally only for the foreseeable future. 

From now on, Ireland’s Big Issue will 
focus our support on the Irish Homeless 
Street Leagues. This volunteer-driven, 
non-profit has been using the power of  
sport to transform the lives of  men and 
women who’ve found themselves affected 
by social exclusion all across Ireland - 
north and south. By continuing to support 
the magazine online you’ll be helping 
to develop resilient individuals and 
stronger communities, connecting people 
and promoting equality and diversity, 
inspiring and motivating those affected by 
social issues and essentially giving people 
the confidence and tools to become the 
best possible version of  themselves.

We will also be adjusting the content to 
reflect the times we live in.   

We thank you for your support to date 
and ask that you continue to help us help 
those on the margins of  society. This has 
always been our aim and shall continue to 
be our driving force.
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When I was asked to write this, I wondered which 
younger self to address. The seven-year-old me, clutching 
armfuls 
of library 
books? The 
twenty-
five-year-
old me, 
sobbing 
through 
fertility 
treatment 
and 
wondering 
if she’d 
ever be a 
mother? 
How about 
thirty-
something 
me, 
starting a 
debut novel 
with no 
idea that 
one day the cover would be on a train station poster as 
big as a bus? 

In the end, I plumped for sixteen-year-old me. I have 
three teenage children now, and I find myself constantly 

telling them This is the hardest time – I promise it gets 
easier. It is, I think, even harder to be a teenager in today’s 

world than 
it was 
when I 
was young. 
When 
we fell 
out with 
friends, 
or found 
ourselves 
on the 
bully’s 
hit-list, we 
could at 
least leave 
the angst at 
the school 
gate. Now 
it follows 
kids home, 
taunting 
them 
from their 

mobile phones. I recently wrote letters to my teenagers, 
to remind their future selves how brilliant and brave they 
are right now, so it seems appropriate for me to take a 
trip back in time to my own teenage years. I was brilliant 
and brave too I think, although of course I didn’t know it. 

Each issue we ask a well-known individual to write a letter to their younger self. This
issue, Sunday Times best-selling author Clare Mackintosh (46) has a word with her 

teen self.  Clare (who has Irish Citizenship) is patron of  the Silver Star Society, a charity 
supporting families facing difficult pregnancies and donated her advance for her book 
A Cotswold Family Life to the Silver Star Society who used the donation to buy foetal 
monitoring equipment for the maternity unit. 

Letter to my Younger Self - 
Clare Mackintosh

Issues: Life

“I recently wrote 
letters to my 

teenagers, to remind 
their future selves how 

brilliant and brave 
they are right now, so 
it seems appropriate 
for me to take a trip 
back in time to my 

own teenage years.” 
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Do any of us? I loved to perform, and dreamed of being 
on stage, but was never quite bold enough to take the 
leap. I don’t believe in regrets, but I would have loved to 
have gone to drama school. I found it easy to slip into 
character and was never once struck by stage fright, 
whereas speaking 
in assembly 
as myself was 
terrifying and 
exposing. If 
I follow this 
thread into later 
years, I can see 
how much more 
confident I was 
in my police 
uniform than on 
my days off; how 
much easier it 
was to explore 
grief through the 
filter of fiction, 
than when I 
eventually wrote about it in a memoir. The title of my 
latest book – The Last Party – prompted an interviewer 
to ask recently whether I enjoy parties. The truth is, I’d 
rather host one than be a guest. In fact, given 
the choice, I’d rather serve the 
drinks. Flitting between 
guests, overhearing 
gossip, enjoying the 
buzz of a crowded 
room without the 
pressure of making 
conversation… that’s my kind 
of party. 

What of the writing, then? Did I hope, as I penned 
shapeless poetry and overly-long short stories, that I 
would one day be published? You bet. Did I imagine it 
would actually happen? Not for a second. I dreamed of 
it in the same way I dreamed that [name redacted to 
spare both our blushes] would notice me on the bus, or 
in the same way I practised my Oscar acceptance speech. 
I didn’t know any writers, or anyone who worked in the 
Arts, and it is impossible to imagine something you’re 
not entirely convinced exists. Now, when I talk to my 
teenagers, or to their friends, I try to show them how 
many career possibilities there are; that there are jobs 
they’ve not even heard of yet, that might not even exist 
yet. Perhaps that’s what I’d tell my younger self, then: 
writing is a valid profession. It could be yours. 

Too often, schools adopt a cookie-cutter approach, 
pushing children along a conveyor belt to be packed 
into the right boxes. Academic. Sporty. Musical. Useless. 

There are young people who happily inhabit their box 
and good luck to them, but there are more who end up in 
a box they never asked for. At sixteen, when compulsory 
education finished and I began my A-levels, I set fire to 
my gym slip, vowing to never do sport again. I was not 

sporty. I knew this 
because I hated 
hocky and netball, 
and was frequently 
berated by my 
PE teacher for 
lagging behind on 
the cross-country 
run. Yet I rode 
horses and had 
ballet lessons twice 
a week. It wasn’t 
sport I hated, but 
school sports. 

We learn these 
nuances when we 
are adults, too late 

for our teenage selves to understand that we were normal, 
and so if I could say one thing to the sixteen-year-old me, 
it would be this. You are you. You are who you should be 

and where you should be. You are enough.  

The Last 
Party by Clare 

Mackintosh, 
the first DC 

Morgan mystery, is out 
now in hardback, published by Sphere. 

You can also listen on Audible.

The Last Party has been optioned for TV 
by ITV Studios’ 5 Acts Productions.

Too often, 
schools adopt a cookie-cutter 

approach, pushing children along a conveyor 
belt to be packed into the right boxes. Academic. 

Sporty. Musical. Useless. 
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Otto Warmbier was a popular student at the University 
of  Virginia. A natural academic, it was no surprise 
when he graduated salutatorian (2nd in class) of  his high 
school in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, enabling 
him to pursue a 
double major (a joint 
honours degree) 
in commerce and 
economics with 
part of  the degree 
undertaken at the 
prestigious London 
School of  Economics. 
Otto had three big 
loves, his family, 
friends and studying 
world cultures, so 
it was no surprise 
to anyone when he 
decided to schedule 
a few months off before embarking on a study-abroad 
program in Hong Kong. In his months off he visited 
Israel on a Birthright trip, Europe, 
Cuba and Ecuador. Bitten by 
the travel bug and being a 
deeply inquisitive person by 
nature, Otto began searching 
the internet to fathom how 
one visits North Korea and was both 
delighted and astounded when he discovered Young 
Pioneers Tours, a budget tour operator based in China 
whose slogan was, “destinations your mother would 
rather you stayed away from.” Otto’s father would later 
state how his son was very curious about the citizens 
of  North Korea and was desperate to meet them - and 
on 29th December 2015, Warmbier would achieve his 
dream, but sadly one that would swiftly morph into a 
living nightmare.

“One Last Adventure”

On 29th December 2015 
Otto flew with his tour group 
(10 other U.S. citizens) on an 
old soviet plane from Beijing 
to North Korea’s capital 
Pyongyang for a one-week New 
Year’s tour. Warmbier’s friends 
had no concerns about their 
faithful pal, after all, according 
to the Young Pioneer’s Tours’ 
website at the time, North 
Korea was  “extremely safe” 
and “tourists were cherished.” 
Otto’s parents on the other 
hand did not want him to go, 
after all, they were more than 
aware of  the brutal fascist 
regime in the country, having 

lived through the Cold War and tried to explain to 
their son that he had mere textbook knowledge of  this, 

being born in 1994, three years after the 
dissolution of  the Soviet Union and 

Kim Il-sung’s death. Their advice 
fell on deaf  ears, “I want one last 
adventure” he said, adding that when 

he started work he would never have 
freedom like this again and so, wanted to make 

the most of  it. 

When the plane touched down in Pyongyang, border 
police removed all smartphones and scoured each device 
for “subversive to the state” content. This would be the 
first indication that Otto and friends were perhaps not as 
welcome as the travel website suggested.

Death of  a Tourist:
What Happened Otto in North Korea and was he used a Political Pawn?

Otto Warmbier  aged just 21 had the world at his fingertips but curiosity led to an 
untimely death. Sam McMurdock reports.

"destinations your mother 
would rather you stayed away 

from.”

Otto in happier times
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“An Imperial 
Enemy”

Pyongyang’s 
Yanggakdo Hotel 
was extremely 
luxurious. Otto 
and pals danced, 
drank and partied 
into the wee 
hours each night, 
yet, according to 
friends, Otto was 
acutely aware of  
the anti-American 
propaganda 
everywhere and 
couldn’t distract 
himself  from the 
knowledge that 
within a short 
distance there 
were prison camps 
full of  oppressed 
citizens as he 
enjoyed the finer 
things.

During the day 
the group would dander around the city visiting places 
of  interest, this included delving into the dark annual 
of  American history; one afternoon the group visited 
the USS Pueblo - an American spy ship captured in 
1968. Being a keen reader, Otto was aware these sailors 
were starved and abused for 11 months before their 
release. According to friends, the Virginia University 
student began to feel like he was behind enemy lines and 
appeared “visibly shaken.” In an attempt 
to lighten the mood, one of  the 
group humorously nicknamed 
him ‘An Imperial Enemy’ - 
spinning North Korea’s loathing 
of  the U.S. into a joke became a 
hallmark of  the rest of  their visit.

Otto enjoyed exploring the city but found it bewildering 
that during rush-hour, school children and businessmen 
would get off the train and respectfully pause at the 70-
foot bronze statues of  the country’s leaders, mumbling 
words of  praise before walking on their way. Did 
these people not realise they were being brainwashed, 
oppressed, starved - forced into prison camps? Why were 
they so reverent towards such an oppressive regime? Still, 
Otto buried his concerns and tried his best to enjoy the 

rest of  the trip. 

The centre-
piece of  the 

tour.

On New Year’s 
Eve the tour group 
celebrated the last day 
of  2015 by carousing 
in Pyongyang’s 
Kim Il-sung Square 
before returning 
to their hotel for a 
knees-up. Sometime 
during the festivities 
Otto disappeared. 
Whether it was 
intoxication or a 
moment of  madness, 
the university student 
decided to make his 
way to the forbidden, 
infamous 5th floor (in 
the hotel lift, the 5th 
floor is not listed, it 
goes from 4-6). This 
level can only be 
accessed by stairs and 
is very strictly off-

limits. A tall man resembling Otto can be seen stealing a 
propaganda poster from the wall.

Arrest

On 2nd January 2016 Otto was in the departure 
queue when two guards tapped him 

on the shoulder and led him away. 
Danny Gratton, a member of  the 
tour group from the UK jokingly 

shouted after him, ‘Well, that’s the 
last we’ll see of  you,’ and Warmbier 

smiled. Sadly an ironic comment that proved 
correct. 

The North Korean news agency stated that Warmbier 
had been detained for “a hostile act against the state,” 
and nothing else was spoken of  the incident for the next 
6 weeks despite the fact a Young Pioneers spokesperson 
allegedly contacted Reuters about the incident. 

In a press conference on 29th February 2016, Otto 
confessed he had tried to steal a propaganda poster 

..decided to make his way 
to the forbidden, infamous 5th 

floor..

Otto pleading the court for mercy
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from a restricted 
area of  the hotel. 
Many believed 
the confession was 
forced - certainly 
his wording 
and behaviour 
appeared strange.  
The confession 
was riddled with 
odd references 
and cultural 
malapropisms, 
for example, 
wrongly referring 
to Fred Warmbier’s 
company, Finishing 
Technology, 
as “Finishing 
Cincinnati Black 
Oxide.” The 
confession also 
claims Otto 
“practised” by stealing signs around his university and 
storing them under his bed. His dad found no signs. The 
confession says in stealing the poster, Warmbier was 
trying to raise $200,000 to fund his younger siblings’ 
education. Such fundraising would be expected of  an 
older son in a Korean family. It all sounded ludicrous. 

Otto stated he had stolen this poster at the request of  his 
local Methodist church and the Z Society - a 
secret society he allegedly wished to 
join, both of  which he said were 
allied with the Central Intelligence 
Agency. Again, this was proven 
to be false. The New York Times 
remarked that “the unlikely nature 
of  the details suggested the script 
had been written by Mr. Warmbier’s North 
Korean interrogators.”

Otto is charged.

Otto’s family felt there was nothing they could do, 
months would pass at a time without any details 
of  their son - whether he was alive or dead.  On 
16th March 2016, just hours after U.S. envoy Bill 
Richardson met with two North Korean diplomats to 
press for Warmbier’s release, Otto was charged with 
subversion and the court stated he had committed a 
crime “pursuant to the U.S. government’s hostile policy 
toward North Korea in a bid to impair the unity of  its 

people after 
entering it as a 
tourist.” Otto 
was sentenced 
to 15 years hard 
labour.

Otto’s parent’s, 
Fred and 
Cindy met with 
various Obama 
administration 
officials and were 
told to keep a 
low profile - a 
task they felt 
impossible due to 
their son’s plight 
but did their 
best to comply, 
believing that 
anything they 
might say would 

agitate the North Korean leader.

Otto is brought home

On 13th June 2017 Otto’s mum and dad were contacted 
stating their son was just released, 

however, subsequent media reports 
revealed that at a meeting on 6th 
June North Korean officials had 
advised U.S. State Department 
Special Representative Joseph 

Yun that Otto had contracted 
botulism shortly after his sentencing 

and had fallen into a coma. Yun organised 
an experienced team of  diplomats and medical 
professionals and they flew into Pyongyang to oversee 
Otto’s repatriation. 
After more than a year-and-a-half  in detention, 
Warmbier, still in an unconscious state, was taken to 
Cincinnati Medical Centre where doctors tried to 
determine what caused this coma. According to medics, 
brain scans revealed Warmbier had suffered extensive 
loss of  brain tissue throughout his brain, consistent with 
a cardiopulmonary event that caused the brain to be 
deprived of  oxygen. Specialists said they did not know 
what caused the cardiac arrest. A neuro-intensive care 
specialist at the hospital stated that there was no evidence 
indicating botulism. Although news reports stated there 
was no evidence of  abuse or torture, Otto’s parents 
believed otherwise - his father claiming his bottom teeth 

Otto’s parents felt Otto was used as a pawn bt Trump

According to medics, 
brain scans revealed Warmbier 

had suffered extensive loss of  
brain tissue
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were now crooked and there was damage to his feet.

Politics played its role.

Sadly, like many of  these situations, it would seem likely 
that Otto’s fate was tied to geopolitics. Warmbier was 
nothing short of  a pawn to the North Koreans. Four days 
after Warmbier’s detention at the Pyongyang airport, 
North Korea claimed to have tested its first hydrogen 
bomb. A few days later, after Congress passed new 
sanctions on North Korea, that government released 
Warmbier’s “confession.” The trial and sentencing 
occurred one day after President Barack Obama signed 
an executive order imposing sanctions on North Korea. 

Upon his release, (then) President Trump condemned the 
North Korean regime for the imprisonment,

”You are powerful witnesses to a menace that threatens 
our world, and your strength inspires us all.” 

Trump said, addressing Warmbier’s parents, during his 
2018 State of  Union address, 

“Tonight, we pledge to honour Otto’s memory with 
American resolve.”

Fast forward a year and to a summit in Hanoi, with Kim 
Jong Un, Trump stated,

“He [Kim Jong Un] tells me that he didn’t know about it 
and I will take him at his word.” Trump added that Kim 
“felt badly about it. He felt very badly.”

Trump was taking the word of  a dictator who had 
his half-brother assassinated with nerve gas and who 
continues to live a luxurious lifestyle while his country 
suffers. We know Jong Un rules North Korea with 
an iron fist - how could he have missed this massive, 
international news story born in his own country? So 
why did Trump reverse course on Warmbier and North 
Korea? Politics is a dirty business - it was the politically 
expedient thing to do. Trump at that time wanted to 
make a denuclearisation deal with North Korea and one 
that would be a massive foreign policy achievement and a 
major pillar of  his presidential legacy.

Otto Warmbier, a young man with such promise died 
because of  a silly prank, a corrupt country’s legal system 
and it was a further kick in the teeth to the family that the 
U.S government did so little - Democrat and Republican. 
Warmbier’s father firmly blames the tour operators for 
“luring” Americans into the rogue nation. The result, he 

said, was “my son happened to become fodder for the 
North Koreans.” 

Editor’s Note

Young Pioneers Tours were contacted but this reply 
from Young Pioneer Tours Representative Mr. Rowan 
Beard, to a legitimate query, speaks volumes about the 
company’s  concern regarding their customers’ welfare. 

Screenshot of  email to Rowan Beard

Mr. Beard’s sarcastic reply speaks 
volumes.
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Joe Jackson has an exceptional ability in tapping into the 
human psyche, a truly unique flair for reading people, 
their body language and their dialogue like no other 
and, before one knows 
it they’ve abandoned 
any social inhibitions 
and are chatting 
freely in what Gen Zs 
would describe, a ‘safe 
environment.’

It’s little wonder to me 
that Gabriel Byrne once 
stated that everyone 
should be interviewed 
by Joe as he, 

“….asks the 
questions that make 
the interviewee ask 
profound questions of  
themselves.” 

Singer-songwriter Tori 
Amos entrusted Joe 
to tell her story, which 
included a brutal rape 
at 22, and explained 
why to him,

 “I will tell this story once 
and only once to you, 
because I trust you. I feel 
that you are a medium 
and that I can tell my 
story to and through you, 
and that neither it, nor I, will be 
violated.”

Joe, perhaps in another lifetime could have been a priest, 

minister or hairdresser - there’s something about him 
that makes him, even as a stranger, feel like someone I’ve 
known for years and it was a pleasure interviewing 

him.

You and Richard 
Harris didn’t get 
off to the best 
of  starts. Tell us 
about that.

“On October 10th, 
1987, as I sat in 
an armchair in the 
presidential suite of  
Dublin’s Berkeley 
Court Hotel, I 
watched Harris leap 
from the sofa, race 
across the room, slap 
a set of  pages in my 
hand, and shout,
 
‘You are a funny guy, 
you know? You come 
in here saying, “Here 
are all my questions 
for Harris on this 

piece of  paper; I want the answers.” 
Well there are no answers! What 

do you say to that?’

He had a combative, 
sometimes 
pugnacious 

reputation? 

“And I was prepared to lash back if  he 
did! But he didn’t. And, instead, what I said was, ‘There 
are no answers? Maybe. But that doesn’t invalidate the 

Sam McMurdock recently sat down with award-winning interviewer, author and 
radio host Joe Jackson who has interviewed well over 1,400 of  the globe’s most inter-

esting people in the world of  the arts, politics, and entertainment for countless media 
outlets across the globe.

Joe Jackson: The Interview

My 
mum worked cleaning 

houses and somebody threw out a 
diary and mum took it out of  the waste-
paper bin and she said, ‘I think my son 

might have good use for that’.

Issues: Interview
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questions.’ He smiled, sat back down, then replied, ‘OK, 
fair enough. So, let’s continue our interview.’”

After that encounter did you ever believe you’d 
spend the next 34 years 
as friends and obtain 
the material to write 
such an insightful 
memoir? 

[It would be Jackson 
who’d crack the fake 
facade Harris had 
created to manipulate 
the media, and would 
show the reader there 
was far more to Richard 
than the superficial 
image of a boozing, 
brawling womaniser.]

“It was only after he asked 
me to write it in 1989 that 
I knew I’d do it someday, 
but he was too hard to 
pin down. He asked me 
to do it when his career 
was at a low ebb, but 
within months he got his 
comeback film and then 
he got his comeback on 
the stage in London so that 
took him off in another 
direction. That was the 
book on hold but I knew that the quality of  the tapes and 
his incomparable honesty on them meant I had to do 
something.”

Do you enjoy the writing 
process?

“I’ve always been a writer. 
My mum worked cleaning 
houses and somebody threw out a 
diary and mum took it out of  the wastepaper bin and 
said, ‘I think my son might have good use for that’. She 
gave it to me and I started keeping a diary at 11. I’d also 
seen a movie about journalism called Deadline Midnight 
and I was fascinated by the idea.”

Your book is getting excellent reviews, but is 
is frightening, putting a piece of  yourself  ‘out 
there’ for public scrutiny?

“It got one savage review in the UK [Jasper Rees in 
The Telegraph] and I’ve interviewed so many people, 

like famous musicians and novelists and spoken to them 
within a week of  their book or album being released and 
I used to think, ‘This person doesn’t have their priorities 
right - why are they focusing on the one bad review they 

receive?’ But I find myself  
doing that. I found myself  
walking around saying, ‘Why 
did he say that? That little 
rat.’ Then the bl**dy Irish 
Independent bought the 
review and published it here 
that Saturday, so now I hate 
him even more.”
You’ve interviewed over 
1,400 famous people; 
have you ever been 
starstruck?

“No. That’s going to sound 
arrogant. The first person 
I interviewed was Leonard 
Cohen and I went to interview 
him as a fan, but I pretended 
to be a journalist because I 
wanted to talk with him. I 
managed to get a magazine 
editor to commission an 
interview and off I went. The 
focus that Leonard Cohen 
puts on a person talking to 
him, whether you’re a fan, a 
star, a writer or a journalist 
is so intense, that I came out 
of  the interview believing my 

feet hadn’t touched the carpet. I felt I was flying. I felt 
transcendent. So, I went home that night, just a guy on 
the dole determined to get more of  my heroes to talk to 

me.”

What about some of  
the beautiful women 

you’ve interviewed?

“[Laughs] Yes, I’ve fallen in love with some of  the 
women I’ve interviewed, but again, I wasn’t starstruck. 
Although I must admit I held a special place in my heart 
for Ms. Amos.”

You said you felt ‘spiritually polluted’ by Jimmy 
Savile when you met him.

“He was never a hero. He was just a DJ that organised 
walks in Dublin for charity and we all went on them. I 

I’ve fallen in love with some of  
the women I’ve interviewed
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always said there was something out of  kilter with him. 
I remember talking with him, and my girlfriend at the 
time felt weird in his presence. When we left I told her I 
felt spiritually 
polluted. 
It was only 
when I went 
back over my 
tapes that 
I realised 
he insisted 
on being 
interviewed 
in a room full 
of  children in 
the Central 
Remedial 
Clinic and he 
was boasting 
about how 
close he was 
to some of  
the kids - and 
even now, 
listening, 
I wonder 
‘What was he 
telling us? Why didn’t I notice?’ Like, he was 75, wearing 
a plunging neckline, and a Superman suit - which is 
going to appeal to kids. One of  the 
children came over and said 
‘nice jacket’, he pointed to 
his crotch and said ‘what 
about the trousers?’

“I remember asking him upfront 
about the rumour of  his love for necrophilia and I also 
asked, ‘What if, after you die, it’s revealed you were these 
things that some people allege and he said, ‘I won’t give 
a boll*cks … I’ll be dead.’ I put all of  this in my article 
in 2002 - so that said a lot to readers. I think we all knew 
it, but we didn’t know we knew it. Children could smell it 
off him.

“The only other person I got that feeling from was the 
singer Jerry Lee Lewis. He threatened to have me killed 
if  I did a bad write-up.  Of  course, there’s questions 
around the deaths of  two of  his wives. He made it very 
clear I’d be murdered if  I wrote anything negative about 
him. When I left that bar I walked home to wash that 
man off my skin.”

You’re involved in so many mediums: writing, 
interviewing, podcasting, radio … do you have a 
preference?

“I love writing but I love making radio programmes. 
Some people criticise people like me who don’t stick to 
one thing, but I started out as a photographer, wrote for 

stage and 
TV, was an 
associate 
producer on 
The Ghost 
of  Richard 
Harris, now 
I’ve done my 
fourth book. 
I’d advise any 
young person, 
at a time like 
this especially, 
when you can 
lose your job 
and end up 
broke, you 
should have 
two or three 
extra strings 
to your bow.”

Would that 
be your 

advice to your 16-year-old self ?

“Absolutely. You never know how you 
might need to earn a living. 

You need to ask yourself, if  I 
lose my job, how will I stay 
creative, what else do I enjoy, 

what else can I do … never rely 
on one string - ever.”

How would you like to be remembered?

“That was the first question I asked Leonard Cohen and 
he said, ‘I don’t humour such thoughts because they 
might bring on prematurely my death.’ I’d most like to 
be remembered as a writer who wrote to raise people’s 
spirits. You’ll notice that if  you look for it in every article 
I’ve ever written.”

‘Richard Harris: Raising Hell and Reaching for 
Heaven’ [Merrion Press] is available now from 
all good book shops and online.

Jerry Lee Lewis threatened to 
have me killed.. 

Joe with Richard
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If so, the Ombudsman may be able to help.
The Ombudsman investigates complaints about providers of public services such as:

• government departments
• local authorities
• the HSE 
• nursing homes 
• education bodies

You must have tried to resolve your complaint with the public body  
before contacting the Ombudsman.  If you are unhappy with the  
response then you can complain to the Ombudsman:

Online: www.ombudsman.ie

In writing: 6 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2.

Call us if you need any assistance at 01 639 5600.

The Ombudsman cannot take complaints about consumer matters,  
financial services, private pensions or An Garda Síochána.

OUR SERVICE IS IMPARTIAL, INDEPENDENT & FREE

Have you a complaint about a public body?



Kim Kardashian is refining her personal brand. 
Right-wing news outlet Fox TV is gaining 
viewers through attention-grabbing headlines. 
Photographer Gabriele Galimberti is gaining notoriety. 
All this is due to a recent advertising campaign from 
leading global fashion brand Balenciaga that has 
caused widespread controversy. 

One photograph shows a child in a string vest holding 
a bondage gear-clad teddy 
bear. Another shows 
a handbag resting on 
paperwork about child 
abuse. Balenciaga 
responded to the backlash 
to its campaign by issuing 
an apology that blamed 
the set designers and 
photographers for the 
uncomfortable messages. 
It has also filed a US$25 
million lawsuit against the 
campaign’s producers.

As an expert in branding who has worked in advertising 
for over 25 years, I am wary of  Balenciaga’s responses. 
All major brands have people in place to approve 
these types of  advertising campaigns. The 
approval process would be especially 
comprehensive for a brand 
like Balenciaga, which spends 
around US$100 million a year on 
publicity.

Advertising is, of  course, designed to get 
attention. According to the University of  Southern 
California, urban consumers see more than 5,000 

advertising messages a day but remember only three 
or four. Brands invest a lot of  money with the goal of  
becoming one of  those memorable ads.

One technique used to achieve that goal is 
“shockvertising” – an advert that “deliberately, rather 
than inadvertently, startles and offends its audience by 
violating norms for social values and personal ideals”. 
Fashion brands such as Benetton, Calvin Klein and 

FCUK have all created 
shocking ads resulting in 
free media coverage that 
benefited the brand and 
those associated with it.

A History of  
Successful Fashion 

Shockvertising

From the 1970s through 
to the early 2000s, Italian 

clothing brand Benetton created simple photographic 
adverts that featured controversial topics. A priest and a 
nun kissing. A black woman nursing a white baby. A man 

dying of  Aids surrounded by his family.

These adverts, placed in 
popular magazines and on 
billboards, were designed 
to attract attention. The dying 

man imagery, for example, was 
published as news broke that Aids 

had become the leading cause of  death for young 
men in the US. The campaign’s creator Oliviero 

Carl Jones takes a look at the long history of  ‘shockvertising’and Balenciaga’s 
controversial new campaign. 

Balenciaga’s Controversial New Campaign

Advertising is, of  course, 
designed to get attention.

Issues: Talking Point
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Toscani became world famous and Benetton an even 
more popular global brand, although it later severed 
ties with the photographer.

In the early 2000s, French Connection launched 
a campaign around the acronym FCUK 
(French Connection United Kingdom). Its 
slogan “FCUKinkyBugger”caused Britain’s advertising 
watchdog, the Advertising Standards Authority (ASA), 
to respond to 132 complaints from the public. French 
Connection reacted 
by putting the sign 
“Sorry FCUK” in 
its store windows, 
attracting even more 
young consumers to 
their high street stops 
and increasing sales 
from £6.4 million to 
£19m. 

In 1980, Calvin Klein 
released adverts 
featuring the very 
young supermodel 
Brooke Shields 
modelling the brand’s 
jeans while saying: 
“Do you know what comes between me and my Calvins? 
Nothing.”

The print and TV ads placed the 15-year-old 
in sexually provocative positions 
and caused an uproar with the 
public. In the US, ABC 
network stations banned 
the TV commercial. 
However, due to the 
controversy, Calvin 
Klein boosted sales and 
Brooke Shields’ career 
took off. She has since 
appeared on over 300 magazine 
covers internationally and starred in 
Hollywood films.

Who Benefits from Shockvertising?

As these examples demonstrate, people associated with a 
shockvertising campaign can take advantage of  the news 
it generates to further their own interests.

Kardashian, who has been something of  a muse for 
Balenciaga in recent years, published a reaction on her 
Instagram to the controversial campaign. This allowed 
her fanbase to voice their opinions on the matter, an 

example of  Kardashian using controversy to build up her 
personal brand.
Galimberti, who photographed some of  the most 
controversial images in the Balenciaga campaign, stated: 

“I was not entitled in whatsoever manner to … choose 
the products, nor the models, nor the combination of  
the same.” 

He has since given several interviews to mainstream 
media, bringing his 
name to an even bigger 
audience and, potentially, 
the opportunity to gain 
new clients.

Balenciaga did not 
respond to our request 
for comment on whether 
the campaign may have 
intentionally courted 
press coverage. The 
brand’s creative director 
Demna Gvasalia, 
however, issued a public 
statement on December 
2 taking personal 
responsibility for the 

campaign. 

“As much as I would sometimes like to provoke a 
thought through my work, I would NEVER have 

an intention to do that with such an 
awful subject as child abuse that I 

condemn,” he told his Instagram 
followers. 

“It was inappropriate to have 
kids promote objects that had 
nothing to do with them.”

Shockvertising strategies allow 
adverts to be seen by millions of  

potential consumers despite being aired for 
only a limited amount of  time before being taken down. 
As the current Balenciaga controversy demonstrates, 
the way to make paid advertising work harder is to get it 
talked about for free.

Carl W Jones
Course Leader & Senior Lecturer, School of  Media and 
Communication, University of  Westminster
Originally published  on The Conversation

Calvin Klein released 
adverts featuring the very young 
supermodel Brooke Shields (15) 

modelling the brand’s jeans while saying: 
“Do you know what comes between me 

and my Calvins? Nothing.”
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Movies have the potential to skyrocket the profits of  
a studio, or to send it into financial ruin. Films that 
cost more to produce than they acquire in revenue 
are considered box-office bombs - and if  they have a 
laughable script 
too - turkeys! 
The studios split 
grosses with 
cinema owners, 
so even if  a film 
makes as much 
as its production 
budget, it’s still 
losing, and that’s 
before even 
considering 
a myriad of  
other costs, like 
marketing, so 
its no surprise 
then that a box office bomb can almost destroy a studio’s 
bottom line and the A-listers starring.

The Lone Ranger (2013)

I remember waiting 
patiently on the release of  
The Lone Ranger (can’t 
believe that was ten years 
ago!) and finally, 30 minutes 
in, sitting uncomfortably in my seat 
wondering why a Hollywood heavyweight like 
Johnny Depp would have wasted his time on such an 
uninspiring mess. 

With an estimated budget of  $225-250 million plus 
$150 million in marketing costs, The Lone Ranger’s box 
office returns (some would argue) would’ve unavoidably 
struggled to cover its costs, regardless of  its general 
reception but add in the controversy over Depp’s casting 

as Tonto (despite having Native American ancestry) and 
the fact the studio’s previous movie, Mars Needs Moms 
had bombed (losing upwards of  $144 million) and 
the budget for their then-unreleased John Carter had 

ballooned as high 
as $263 million, the 
studio’s bottom line 
was not healthy. 

To be fair, the film 
isn’t as bad as the 
critics made out. I do 
think a 31% rating on 
Rotten Tomatoes is 
unfair but then again 
(and I hate to say this 
as a huge Depp fan), 
Tonto’s idiosyncratic 
behaviour became a 
tad irritating after the 

first few gags. It can’t help that the film premiered the 
same weekend as the hotly anticipated sequel Despicable 

Me 2 which exceeded expectations by 
bringing in $143.1 million in its 

first five days playing in the U.S. 
alone - setting a new record for 
animated movie 
openings which meant that 

many families who might have 
been willing to take a chance on 

The Lone Ranger, even with the bad 
reviews - under different circumstances were off 

watching Gru and the Minions’ shenanigans instead.

The Wizard of  Oz (1939)

This one’s hard to take in, but The Wizard of  Oz, 
was originally a huge flop. The folks at MGM couldn’t 
comprehend why the production they’d spent blood, 

Shaun Anthony takes a look at the films that promised to be epic successes but ended 
up major embarrassments for Hollywood and its talent.

Big-Budget Box Office Bombs 
That Cost Tinsel Town A Fortune

Armie Hammer as The Lone 
Ranger & Johnny Depp as Tonto
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Tonto’s idiosyncratic 
behaviour became 

irritating after the first few gags.
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sweat and tears on (literally) was so poorly received, 
resulting in losses of  $1.1m (over $15m in today’s 
money). Luckily, a decade 
down the line the film 
made a comeback, 
securing a place in the 
Hollywood Hall of  Fame 
and upon re-release in 
1956 it became even 
more popular; certainly 
every number of  years 
the film seems to enjoy a 
revival, not least, thank 
to being a Christmas and 
holiday favourite on TV.

Alexander (2004)

While we hate to slate 
Colin Farrell, writer/
director Oliver Stone’s 
three-hour historical 
adventure and 
biographical epic about 
legendary Macedonian 
king Alexander 
(the Great) was an 
over-elaborate and 
monotonous film with 
two extensively-staged 
battle scenes that were 
both savagely edited. 
Farrell was miscast (Irish accent!), wore what looked 
like a fancy-dress wig and did not play to his strengths. 
Still, he did not deserve a Razzie for Worst Actor; worst 
decision, yes, but worst actor? Definitely not. Still, Farrell 
wasn’t singled out, Worst Actress gong 
was given to Angelina Jolie, 
and the film also got Worst 
Director, Worst Picture, 
Worst Screenplay, and 
Worst Supporting Actor 
(Val Kilmer). The film 
lost Warner Bros $102m 
and Stone blamed “raging 
fundamentalism in morality” in America for 
the film’s ultimate failure, claiming that the catchphrase 
“Alex is Gay” turned off potential audiences.

Gigli (2003)

Known as the worst film ever created, this turkey earned 
just $7.3m against a budget of  $75.6m. The fact its stars, 
Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez met and started dating 
during filming created a lot of  negative press (J-Lo was 
known as a diva) and so this complete overexposure 

was said to have damaged the film. True, everywhere 
you turned in the media you could not get away from 

coverage of  them and their 
public displays of  affection - 
but to blame them for the film 
bombing is perhaps a unfair as 
many couples meet on set and 
the film becomes a huge hit 
(like Mr and Mrs Smith’s Brad 
Pitt and Angelina Jolie - even 
with accusations of  Jolie being 
a home-wrecker!) Sony Pictures 
withdrew Gigli on the third week, 
one of  the shortest circulation 
times for a big-budget film and 
the UK almost immediately 
dropped it from every cinema. 
Gigli is still one of  the most 
expensive box office flops of  
all time. Personally, I found the 
movie difficult to categorise - it 
was billed as a romantic comedy 
crime, despite the fact there was 
no romance or comedy in it. 
Director, Martin Brest, at the 
time, a big-name director with 
Beverly Hills Cop, Midnight 
Run, Scent of  a Woman, and 
Meet Joe Black on his resume 
seemed to have lost interest half  
way through the movie and that’s 
reflected in the end result (he also 

wrote and rewrote the script). And finally, were we really 
to believe Afflect as a credible gangster? And despite (a 
reported) red-hot love life in real life, there was literally 
no sexual chemistry between the two on-screen. 

Sahara (2005)

After How to Lose a Guy 
in Ten Days, a lot of  ladies 
were really looking forward to 

Matthew McConaughey’s hotly 
anticipated Sahara. McConaughey, 

with that Texan-drawl, country boy vibe 
was the leading man of  the moment, but sadly that 

was not to last. Sahara, based on the best-selling 1992 
novel of  the same name by Clive Cussler tells the story 
of  a treasure hunter who partners with a World Health 
organization  doctor to find a lost American Civil War 
Ironclad warship in the Sahara Desert. Problems would 
arise quickly. 

Initially given the green light with a production budget 
of  $80 million, costs rose to $100 million by the time 
shooting started and had ballooned to $160 million by 

Among some of  the items 
in the budget were bribes to the 

Moroccan government, some of  which 
may have been legally questionable 

Colin Farrell with 
Angelina Jolie & Val 
Kilmer in the much 
slated Alexander
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the time production wrapped, with a further $61 million 
in distribution expenses. The LA Times have cited it 
“one of  the most expensive flops of  all time.” But what 
happened? The LA Times presented an extensive special 
report on 15th April 2007, dissecting the budget of  
Sahara as an example of  how Hollywood movies can cost 
so much to produce 
and fail. Many of  
the often closely 
held documents had 
been leaked after a 
lawsuit involving the 
film. Among some 
of  the items in the 
budget were bribes 
to the Moroccan 
government, some of  
which may have been 
legally questionable 
under American law 
(“courtesy payments,” 
“gratuities” and “local 
bribes” totalling 
$200K handed out in 
Morocco.)

Matthew 
McConaughey 
was reportedly 
embarrassed by the 
allegations and poor 
press and decided 
to drive his own 
Airstream trailer 
(painted with a large 
Sahara movie poster 
on each side) across 
America, stopping 
at military bases and many events such as the Daytona 
500 (to Grand Marshal the race), premiering the movie 
to fans, signing autographs, and doing interviews at each 
stop. Sadly, despite dedicating his own time and 
money to the cause, the film was not 
receiving any greater reviews 
and Rotten Tomatoes settled 
on a score of  38%. 

Losses did not stop after the 
film’s release – , author Clive 
Cussler was so angry that he 
filed a highly-publicised and expensive 
lawsuit against Paramount Studios for not being granted 
“absolute approval” and creative control over the film’s 
script before shooting commenced and the film was 
distributed. After this lengthy court case it was also 
discovered that the director had a 46-second plane crash 

sequence that cost $2 million cut at the end and other 
misspending through filming which (many would argue) 
was dire financial mismanagement.

To be honest, even without the bribes and over-
spending, the plot was pitiful, the soundtrack misplaced 

and when the press 
got wind of  Penelope 
Cruz and Matthew 
McConaughey’s “star 
perks” (millions spent to 
keep them on board), 
the public lost any real 
interest in spending their 
hard-earned cash on 
such frivolous trash.

Unsurprisingly, the 
film lost $109m - 
although many movie 
buffs claim that this is 
only what Paramount 
embarrassingly admitted 
to - it is estimated to be 
much, much more.

A Flop Can Flop 
Over to Success ….. 
occasionally

There’s many movies 
unjustly labelled flops 
such as Cleopatra (1963) 
and Waterworld (1995) 
to name just a couple. 
In recent years, some 
of  these low-income 
producing films have 

become profitable (after initial box-office failures) with 
strong international grosses, and further profits from the 
sales of  movies to TV syndication and to home video/

DVD releases (or re-releases). A prominent example 
of  a film which did very poorly, (The 

Golden Compass (2007)) with 
only $70.1 million (domestic 
revenue), easily recouped its 
production budget costs of  
$180 million with $302 million 

(foreign only revenue) - for a 
total of  $372 million (worldwide). 

So, to be fair, some movies could quite 
easily find their audience down the line, and films that 
are not successful at the cinema, can go on to have a life 
of  their own - however, the selection we have chosen 
for this piece, (except, of  course The Wizard of  Oz) I’m 
pretty confident, will always be complete turkeys!

The worst film ever 
created?
J-Lo and Ben Afflect in 
Gigli
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Aughrim St Sports Hall, Stoneybatter,
D7. (01) 8388085

Tony Gregory Community, Youth
& Sports Centre, Ballybough, Dublin 3.
(01) 2228584

Sports & Fitness Ballyfermot, Le
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D7. (01) 2227559

Clogher Road Sports Hall, Clogher Road, Crumlin, D12. (01) 2228594
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D11. (01) 2223985

St. Catherine’s Sports Centre, Marrowbone Lane, D8. (01) 2227542

Coolock Swimming Pool, Northside Shopping Centre, Coolock, D17. (01)
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East Wall Water Sports Centre, Alfie Byrne Rd, D3. (01) 2225579

Municipal Rowing Club, Longmeadows, Islandbridge, D8. (01) 6779746

https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/sports-and-leisure





Beautiful sunny day in the winter on the River Erne, Co. Cavan , Ireland



Hydrogen fuel cell cars emerged as an alternative to both 
the electric and combustion engine vehicle in the early 
2000s. They were widely considered an avenue towards 
universal green motoring. Powered through a chemical 
reaction between hydrogen and oxygen, the only tailpipe 
emission they produce is water. 
The technology 
also promised 
a traditional 
driving 
experience. 
Drivers can 
refuel at filling 
stations and 
the range of  a 
hydrogen car is 
comparable to 
the combustion 
engine vehicle. 

Hydrogen vehicle technology also offered oil companies 
the opportunity to shift their operations towards 
the production and transportation of  hydrogen and 
hydrogen refuelling at existing stations. 
The UK government reiterated its commitment to the 
technology in 2016 by investing £2 million 
in the promotion of  hydrogen cars 
to UK businesses. The European 
Parliament have more recently 
agreed to set minimum national 
targets for the deployment of  
alternative fuels infrastructure. 
Under this framework, there will be 
at least one hydrogen refuelling station 
every 100km along main EU roads.

But hydrogen cars have now all but disappeared. Toyota 
and Hyundai, the only vehicle manufacturers to produce 
hydrogen cars for the UK market, sold just 12 hydrogen 

cars in the country in 2021. Earlier this year, Shell 
closed all of  its UK Hydrogen refuelling stations. 

Infrastructure is Key

The vehicle types 
are not competing 
with each other 
outright. Instead, 
this is a case 
of  competition 
between national 
technology systems. 
And where this 
is the case, the 
technically superior 
product rarely 
triumphs.

The Betamax tape recorder failed to take control of  
the video cassette market in the 1980s, despite being 
technically superior to its competitors. The lower-quality 
video home system (VHS) was able to take a dominant 

share of  the market due to their better supply 
chain infrastructure. As they were 

stocked in more video rental 
stores, VHS tapes were simply 
more accessible than Betamax.

Hydrogen and electric 
vehicles also depend on broader 

technological systems. One is based 
on electricity generation and the other on 

supplying hydrogen. 

Electric vehicles have the advantage of  being able to 
depend on an existing power generation and distribution 

Hailed as the answer to our environmental concerns over emissions . Only twelve 
cars were produced in the UK in 2021 Tom Stacy and Chris Ivory report.

The Days of the Hydrogen Car are Already Over

Issues: Science/Environment

They were widely 
considered an avenue towards 

universal green motoring.
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system – the electrical grid. An electric vehicle can be 
recharged wherever there is access to a plug socket.
Electric vehicle manufacturer, Tesla, has capitalised 
on this. Already with a customer base, Tesla was able 
to build its vehicles and recharging infrastructure 
simultaneously. They produced over 900,000 new 
vehicles in 2021 and have installed a global fast charging 
network of  35,000 superchargers to support them.
 
Tesla have 
invested in 
a global fast 
charging 
network. 
The 
infrastructure 
that exists 
to support 
hydrogen 
vehicles 
is limited 
in comparison and will require extensive investment 
to introduce. The pipeline infrastructure necessary 
for a European hydrogen distribution system alone is 
estimated to cost €80–143 billion (£69–123 billion).

As hydrogen needs to be pressurised 
and transported either as a gas 
or a liquid, supply chains must 
also be redesigned. The cost of  
developing hydrogen refuelling 
stations and scaling up hydrogen 
production will also be extensive. 
Hydrogen production currently 
accounts for just 3% of  global energy demand.
But governments and businesses are at present unwilling 
to make the required investments. There is little 
economic sense in building the infrastructure if  the 
network of  cars is too small to use it. Yet at the same time 
demand for hydrogen cars will remain low until they are 
supported with compatible infrastructure.

Lessons for the Hydrogen Car

The introduction of  complex technologies and 
infrastructures have always relied on investment in large 
scale technology systems. But governments face a choice 
over which technologies they support.
Investment in technologies to bring public transport 
systems to cities in developed nations at the turn of  
the 20th century, to fight wars, and to power modern 
economies all emerged at a time when governments took 
responsibility for the need to invest, plan and control 

production and consumption in the national interest.
Large scale national infrastructure projects including 
nuclear power and weapons programmes, rail 
electrification, the development of  high-speed trains 
and manned space missions all occurred throughout the 
remainder of  the century. They all required coordinated 
efforts to bring them about. This involved government 
funding, the creation of  new institutions such as Nasa 

and British 
Rail, research 
grants for 
manufacturers, 
and the setting 
of  clear targets.

Governments 
have also been 
the customers 
of  these 
technologies. 
The US 

government, for example, awarded Elon Musk’s space 
technology programme, SpaceX, a contract to conduct 
national security launches for the US military.
 

High-speed rail was introduced to the UK in 
1976. The planning and construction 

of  such systems have always 
been underpinned by the idea 
that national interests are at 
stake. This has been the case 

whether the motive has been to 
ensure adequate military defences, 

to be internationally competitive or to 
provide societal benefits by launching satellites and 

developing mass public transport systems.

A mixed automotive economy of  hydrogen and electric 
vehicles could accelerate the transition towards zero 
emissions. But a viable hydrogen automotive system will 
need investment on a massive scale. It will require the 
construction of  new and complex technology systems 
and a fundamental shift in policy thinking and public 
discourse.

First published  in The Conversation
 
Tom Stacey Senior Lecturer in Operations and 
Supply Chain Management, Anglia Ruskin 
University.

Chris Ivory Director of  the Innovative 
Management Practice Research Centre, Anglia 
Ruskin University

The only tailpipe 
emission they produce is water. 
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A Little Bit of Irish
Phrase:    Translations:    Pronounciation:

Athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh Happy New Year    Ah-vleen fwee vosh-ah gheev
            
    

Rún na hAthbhliana    New Years Resolution    Roon na ha-vleean-a     
          
           

 Eírí as an tobac   Give up smoking    Eye-ree oss on tuh-bak

 Eírí as seacláid   Give up chocolate    Eye-ree oss shock-lawd
           
Táim ag dul go dtí an ionad spóirt I’m going to the gym    Tom egg dul guh dee an un - nad   
           sport
    

Ar mhaith leat ag teach?  Would you like to come?   Air whah latt egg chock?

Word Power

Over the next few issues we’ll be attempting to increase your word power. Have a look at the words 
below and afterwards see if  you know their meaning.

Word   Pronunciation

1. Indict  in-dahyt
2. Fuchsia  fyoo-shuh
3. Conscientious kon-shee-en-shuhs
4. Paraphernalia par-uh-fer-neyl-yuh
5. Acquiesce  ak-wee-es
6. Alalia  uh-ley-lee-uh
7. Billingsgate  bil-ingz-geyt
8. Buoy  boi
9. Epicarp  ep-i-kahrp
10. Garrulous  gar-uh-luhs
11. Languorously lang-ger-uhs-lee
12. Paronym  par-uh-nim

Answers

1. To bring a formal accusation against someone.
2.  A plant belonging to the genus Fuchsia or a   
 bright purplish-red colour.
3.  Governed by conscience; principled.
4.  Equipment, apparatus, personal belongings.
5.  An inability to speak.
6. A trace or remnant of  something that is    
 disappearing or no longer exists.
7.  Coarsely or vulgarly abusive language.
8.  An an-chored floating seamark for showing   
 navigable course.
9.   The outer skin of  fruits.
10.  Loquacious, talkative.
11.  In a dull manner.
12.  Words alike in sound but different in spelling and  
 meaning.

How did YOU score?

10 or more – Perfection!6-9 

Brilliant.
3-5 Well done.

0-2 Must do better.
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Thanks to you, last year
we changed the lives of 

over 12,500 people

Proud Supporters of Ireland’s Big Issue & Homeless Street Leagues

              And YOU can make it happen!

By holding a fundraiser for the Irish Homeless Street Leagues, you will assist us in reintegrating hundreds of men & women who have 
experienced homelessness, addiction and social isolation, back into society through sport.

If you are interested, please click the SUPPORT button on our website 
irishstreetleague.com or contact lev@irishstreetleague.com

A BALL CAN CHANGE A LIFE

          www.irishstreetleague.com         Irishhomelessstreetleague         IrishStLeague             @IrishStLeague
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Screen 
Scene

  Kaleidoscope **

Starring: Giancarlo Esposito, Rosaline 
Elbay, Tati Gabrielle
Run Time: 8 x 60 mins
Streaming on: Netflix
Available: From 1st January 

The Rig ***

Starring: Richard Pepple, Martin Compston
Run Time: 6 x 60 mins
Streaming on: Prime Video
Available to stream: 6th January

This limited series starring Giancarlo Esposito looks 
like a run-of-the-mill heist thriller, but it has a gimmick 
that either makes it more intriguing or less appealing, 
depending on your tolerance for potentially ill-advised 
narrative experimentation. Seven of  the eight episodes 
can be watched in any order (the finale has to be 
watched last, of  course). 

The story spans a period of  25 years and follows 
a crew of  masterful thieves who work to unlock a 
seemingly unbreakable vault for the biggest payday in 
history. Before they can get their hands on the cash, 
they must make it through the world’s most powerful 
corporate security team and the FBI.

The Rig sees the crew of  the Kinloch Bravo oil rig 
stationed off the Scottish coast in the dangerous 
waters of  the North Sea. When they are due to be 
collected and return to the mainland, a mysterious 
and all-enveloping fog rolls through. The rig is hit 
by massive tremors, and they find themselves cut 
off from all communication with the shore and the 
outside world.

As the crew endeavour to discover what’s driving 
this unknown force, a major accident forces 
them to ask questions about who they can really 
trust. Bonds are broken, allegiances formed 
and generational fault lines are exposed. The 
crew of the Bravo will be driven to the limits of 
both their loyalties and their endurance leading 
to a confrontation with forces beyond their 
imagination.
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Giancarlo Esposito and Tati Gabrielle

Martin Compston 
in The Rig



Love Actually****

Starring: Hugh Grant, Martine McCutcheon
Streaming: Prime 
Run Time: 129 mins.

 The Banshees of Inisherin  
****

Starring: Colin Farrell, Brendan Gleeson
Streaming: Disney+
Run Time: 114 mins
Available to stream: Since 21st December

For those of you who didn’t get a chance to see 
The Banshees of Inisherin at the cinema, not to 
worry, Disney+ have been streaming it since 21st 
December and you can watch it from the comfort 
of your own armchair for the price of one month’s 
subscription (£7.99 in NI & €8.99 Rep) and 
without the fear of being caught eating the sweeties 
you’ve snuck in!

The movie is set on a remote island off the west 
coast of Ireland in the 1920s and follows lifelong 
friends Pádraic (Colin Farrell) and Colm (Brendan 
Gleeson), who find themselves at an impasse when 
Colm unexpectedly puts an end to their friendship. 
A stunned Pádraic, aided by his sister Siobhán 
(Kerry Condon) and troubled young islander 
Dominic (Barry Keoghan), endeavour to repair 
the damaged relationship by any means necessary. 
However, as Colm’s resolve only strengthens, he 
soon delivers an ultimatum that leads to shocking 
consequences. 

A perfect tragicomedy of friendship turned sour. 

Shrinking ***

Starring: Harrison Ford, Jason Segel
Streaming: Apple TV+
Run Time: Varies
Available to watch: 27th January

Explore With Us ***

Starring: Varies
Streaming: YouTube
Run Time:  Varies
Available to stream: YouTube

Shrinking tells the story of Jimmy (Segel), a therapist 
whose own ongoing experience with grief prompts him 
to start engaging with all of his patients a bit differently 
than they’re accustomed to. While Jimmy’s still 
committed to helping his patients deal with a wide range 
of issues, he’s less interested in being sensitive about 
how he deals with people or sugarcoating the advice he 
gives them. When Jimmy starts to tell everyone exactly 
what’s on his mind, his personal life begins to change 
in unexpected ways, and it starts to become clear to 
everyone around him that a little honesty goes a long 
way toward shaking things up.
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Farrell & Gleeson

Jason Segel

Explore with Us is a free True Crime 
YouTube channel dedicated to unsolved 
cold cases and allows the viewer access to 
police interrogation footage etc, really al-
lowing the true crime fan access all areas. 
Each episode is well written, researched 
and more importantly, allows the viewer 

to draw their own conclusions. Well worth a view.



As the war ravaged Europe, a continuous stream of  
carnage was washed up on the shoreline of  the Irish 
coast.  Many of  the 
battles fought in 
World War 2 were at 
sea and an important 
aspect of  naval policy 
was the laying of  
sea mines. As we all 
know, the sea can 
be unpredictable 
and the current 
often distorted the 
direction of  these 
floating mines away 
from intended targets 
and into areas they 
were not meant for. Unfortunately, one of  these mines 
washed ashore in Ballymanus.

On 10 May 1943, word spread around the area that 
a strange looking object was afloat in the water.  With 
nothing much to do and with a general air of  
excitement Twenty-three young 
people went to have a look 
and described it as a mine, 
approximately 8 foot high 
with spikes facing down the 
way, suggesting it had been 
bent by the rocks and sea. As 
boredom set in, a sense of  bravado prevailed 
Some of  the group thinking the mine must be safe got a 
rope and decided that the best course of  action would be 
to lasso the mine by the spikes and pull it to shore.  This 
was the worst thing that could have happened – the mine 
exploded with a bang that could be heard 40 miles away.  
People were stunned, and when the dust settled, the 

gruesome facts became evident – many had been killed 
outright, some were dismembered, while one young lad 

appeared just in a state 
of  shock stood against 
the rocks however on 
closer examination and 
touch the top half  of  
his body keeled over 
he had been severed in 
half  by the blast. Some 
died later in hospital 
and only four survived. 
Nineteen males ranging 
from thirteen to thirty-
four years old lost 
their lives. From the 
documentary ‘The 

Ballymanus Disaster’ (or ‘Tubáiste Bhaile Mhánais’), 
presented by Donall Mac Ruairí we obtained a personal 
account when Michael Hanley, an interviewee, who told 
his story, and we could see that the aftermath of  this 
tragedy still resonates within him deeply to this very day.  

He told how he was working in Scotland and his 
two young brothers were down at the 

shore collecting seaweed when the 
blast ricocheted through the air.  
He recalled how their father 
ran from the house, in only his 

slippers as he knew instantly that 
something awful had happened, and 

was met directly with the dreadful news. 

Most of  the dead were breadwinners supporting their 
families and grief  left no house untouched, as a home 
either had a death or was grieving for close friends. The 
dead were waked together and as mothers and fathers 
and brothers and sisters mourned in the local hall, Father 

On the evening of  10 May 1943, Donegal would experience a tragedy that would 
claim the lives of  19 young men, aged between 13 and 34 years old, some from the 

same family in the Ballymanus Mine Disaster.  Samantha Bailie reports.

The Ballymanus Mine Disaster 

Most 
of  the dead were 

breadwinners supporting their 
families and grief  left no house 

untouched…
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McAteer, the local priest stunned the locals, he hit a 
coffin with his blackthorn stick, and told the grieving 
to “have sense” and instructed mothers to stop crying. 
Many locals viewed this behaviour as unacceptable – 
especially from someone who should have been offering 
words of  comfort at that time.  

Many people in Ballymanus are angry to this day that 
despite the local authorities and An Garda Síochána 
being made aware of  the mine, no action was taken 
whatsoever to isolate the area until the mine was 
rendered 
harmless. 
There was 
plenty 
of  time 
before 
the locals 
finding 
the mine 
that could 
have been 
used to 
deactivate 
it – this 
time was 
not used 
and this 
negligence 
resulted in death and devastation for many families. 
A local man, Jim Duggan gave evidence afterwards 
that he spotted the mine at 4.30pm and went out in a 
currach to have a closer look.  When he knew it was 
indeed a mine, he went to the post office at Kincasslagh 
and rang the Gardaí in nearby Annagry to report it.  
Gardaí received the call at 6.45pm and 
the Garda in charge of  the 
station was Sergeant Frank 
Allen.  His response was 
to send a message to the 
local coastguard, Morgan 
Dunleavy, asking that he 
go and check it out.  Lieutenant 
Dunleavy drove the couple of  miles to 
Ballymanus Strand on his motorbike and was aware that 
there was in fact a danger. It was 8pm when he sent his 
brother to confirm to the Gardaí that it was a mine and 
he asked the crowd to withdraw while they waited for 
the arrival of  the authorities to clear the area – however, 
only a few left, the rest stayed at the scene, not paying 
any attention to the coastguard, possibly not realising 
just how dangerous the mine was (probably because it 
had floated in and out a few times and even hit rocks 
without anything happening). When Dunleavy left the 
scene, some of  the older men decided to pull the mine in 
themselves.  This was both naïve of  locals and negligent 

on the part of  local authorities. 

Locals called for an inquest and it was concluded with 
the jury that nineteen victims were killed by an exploding 
mine.  They disagreed however as to whether Morgan 
Dunleavy was negligent but added a rider, which stated 
“We find that the disaster could have been avoided if  
Sergeant Allen had cordoned off the immediate vicinity 
of  the mine until the arrival of  the military.”  Allen was 
not at the inquest but had been transferred the day after 
the explosion and was never seen again.  The late Tom 

Breslin who 
represented 
the then 
Taoiseach at 
the community 
hall in Mulduff 
acknowledged 
that the 
relevant 
authorities 
did not take 
the required 
measures when 
the mine’s 
arrival was 
brought to 
their attentions. 
There are an 

abundance of  documents relating to the period which 
plainly indicate that once a report was provided to 
Gardaí that a mine was coming onshore that they were 
responsible to ensure the area was cordoned off. One 
such document stated that “Whenever a report that an 
explosive article has been washed ashore is received 

at any Garda station the member-in-charge will 
immediately take such steps as are 

necessary to ensure that no one 
approaches to within 500 yards of  
the article and will at once report 
the matter to the nearest military 

post.” This mine was reported well 
before it exploded yet Gardaí did nothing 

to safeguard the public. 

If  very little was done at the time, it is painfully 
distressing to those relatives still alive who believe that 
there has been a huge cover-up since. Many surviving 
relatives feel that a state apology is necessary but 
it has not been forthcoming (perhaps the state fear 
compensation costs?) Surely it’s the least they deserve. 
Prominent locals and senior government figures have 
evidently ensured that the full facts of  the incident would 
never immerge. 

In 2008 an attempt was made to raise the issue at 

…. It 
is painfully distressing to 

those relatives still alive who believe 
that there has been a huge cover-up 

since..
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government level through local representative Senator 
Brian Ó Domhnaill.  Although a reply was given and 
the state expressed their condolences to the families, an 
apology was not given.  An admission of  guilt and the 
state’s acceptance of  blame would provide a measure 
of  closure for some families but it seems it will not be 
forthcoming.  

Senior 
Gardaí and 
government 
officials blame 
Sgt. Allen, the 
locals blame 
him and Allen 
himself  stated 
“I see from the 
circular that it 
would be my 
duty to go to 
the scene – my 
only excuse for 
not proceeding 
to the scene 
was that I 
was awaiting 
word from 
Dunleavy.” 
It is clearly 
Allen’s inaction that was to blame – so why is there any 
confusion regarding the state’s responsibility towards the 
relatives?   
With Allen admitting that he did not perform his duties 
effectively why was there no independent 
enquiry?
 On a letter dated 15 May 
1943, (just 5 days after the 
mine disaster and one day 
after the funerals) it read 
that there was no need for an 
independent enquiry! The letter was 
even approved and signed by Gerald Boland, the 
then Minister for Justice – the decision therefore not to 
have an independent enquiry was taken at the highest 
level of  government, without the families affected being 
made aware of  such a decision! 
 Did the relatives not know?  Something quite odd 
happened – relatives changed their minds about an 
independent enquiry at a meeting that was attended by 
clergy and solicitors, where they decided unanimously 
that they would no longer demand an enquiry. This 
seems very strange – if  not almost impossible – why 
would they change their minds? Perhaps a briefing 
letter from the local superintendant to the Gardaí 
Commissioner in Dublin illustrates the thinking behind 
such a decision.  Breslin stated it was,

 “ridiculous to hold an enquiry that would only show up 
the local people as an ignorant, stubborn lot who had no 
respect for authority.” 

Had the locals been ‘brainwashed’ in a sense into 
believing they would be seen nationally as a laughing 

stock? Had they 
been talked 
around and 
shown the ‘error 
of  their ways’ 
in bringing 
attention to 
the area by 
being made to 
believe they 
had behaved in 
an anarchical 
manner? There 
was talk that 
three of  the 
victims were in 
The White Army 
(a local gang of  
delinquents) – 
had the priests 
and solicitors 
told the locals 
that this would 

reflect badly on them as a people? However their silence 
was gained, they knew not to push the enquiry any 
further.

Time is running out for the people that 
matter to receive an apology and 

compensation   it is viewed 
by some as just a distant 
event that happened a long 
time ago – far removed from 

personal emotion.– 
Perhaps it is time for officials to 

take accountability, make a public apology and 
compensate those who remain.  It’s the very least they 
can do for a community that is devastated by a tragedy, 
to this very day, that could so easily have been avoided.

Many thanks to Keith O’Grady of  Brassneck 
Productions Ltd and Dearcán Media CIC for his 
tremendous help, and without whom, this article could 
not have been written.

This article is from our archives and was first published 
in Issue 147 - October 2012

Had the 
locals been ‘brainwashed’ 

in a sense into believing they would 
be seen nationally as a laughing 

stock?
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The Homeless World Cup announced recently that the 
2023 annual tournament will be held in Sacramento, 
USA. The Homeless World Cup will be celebrating its 
20th anniversary next year and it will be the first time 
that the 
tournament 
has been held 
in the USA.

California 
State 
University, 
Sacramento 
and national 
non-profit, 
Street Soccer 
USA, will 
host the 
tournament 
in July 2023 
with the 
action-taking 
place on 
campus at the 
iconic Hornet 
Stadium. 
The Homeless World Cup 
brings together a network 
of  Homeless World Cup 
Member Countries from 
around the globe to 
celebrate the beautiful game. 

The Homeless World Cup is a 
unique and pioneering tournament that uses 
football to inspire and demonstrate the power of  sport in 
changing people’s lives. After the postponement of  three 

tournaments since 2019 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the announcement is a step in the right direction for the 
Homeless World Cup and its 70+ Member Countries 
as the much-loved tournament returns to the global 

stage. Sport for 
social change 
non-profit and 
the Homeless 
World Cup’s 
American 
partner, Street 
Soccer 
USA will 
organise the 
event and field 
the US Men’s 
and Women’s 
national teams.

The 
tournament will 
take place from 
Saturday 8th 
July 
– Saturday 
15th July 2023 

at California State University, 
Sacramento acting as 

venue for the games.

Mel Young, Homeless 
World Cup President 

and Co-Founder, said: 
“Since 2003 we have proved that 

the power of  football can change lives and 
through our annual tournament and our partnerships 
across the world, we are committed to tackling and 

Sacramento, the State capital of  California will host the Homeless World Cup in July 
2023. The Homeless World Cup hasn’t been held since 2019 due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. The tournament will be played at the Hornet Stadium, California State 
University, Sacramento.

California to Host Homeless World Cup 2023

The 
Homeless World Cup is a 

unique and pioneering tournament 
that uses football to inspire and 

demonstrate the power of  sport in 
changing people’s lives

Issues: Football
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ending homelessness.”

Sean 
Kavanagh, 
Founder 
of  Irish 
Homeless 
Street 
Leagues 

‘After 
participating 
in the 
Homeless 
World Cup 
since its 
inaugural 
tournament 
in 2003 and 
knowing at 
first hand the 
life-changing impact it has on those who take part, we’re 
delighted the tournament has got the green 
light for 2023. 

Sacramento will present 
many challenges for us. 
Not least the high cost 
of  flights, acquiring Visas 
and gathering together 
a panel of  players, male and 
female who fit the criteria. It is a 
challenge that we have faced 
and overcome ever since the Street Leagues were 
founded back 
in 2003.  

Its about the 
players and 
what they can 
take from the 
tournament, 
its not just 
about the 
football, its 
about being 
part of  
something 
significant, 
achieving 
something 
tangible, 
representing 
your country, 
such things 
are life 

changing and can be the catalyst to embarking on a new 
life as our logo 
implies – “A 
ball can change 
a life.”

The players, 
male and 
female will be 
chosen from 
the National 
Street Leagues 
program. It is 
not a simple 
task as a player 
can only play 
in the World 
Cup once, so 
that means that 
an entirely new 
team must be 

chosen each year, while it is difficult for the organising 
staff it also opens up the opportunities for new 

participants and offers sufficient 
incentive for individuals to 

embark on a significant life 
changing experience. The 
Street Leagues is affiliated 
to the FAI’s Football for all 

programme which means all 
participating players will receive 

International caps. 

The next six months will require an all out effort from 
all those 
involved 
in this 
non-profit 
organisation 
to raise 
the funds, 
organise 
Visas and get 
our players to 
the Homeless 
World Cup. 
See page  25  
which offers 
individuals 
- if  they 
wish - an 
opportunity 
to be part of  
this process.

.... its 
not just about the football, 

its about being part of  something 
significant, achieving something tangible, 

representing your country...
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Patricia Scanlan’s 
Book Club

Patricia Scanlan was born in Dublin, where she still lives. She is a #1 bestselling author and has 
sold millions of books worldwide. Her books are translated in many languages. 
Patricia is the series editor and a contributing author to the award winning Open Door 
Literacy series. In this monthly feature, Patricia brings you her favourite reads of the moment.

 Almost There: The Onward Journey of  a Dublin Woman – Nuala O’Faolain – 
New Island Books

 
Nuala O’Faolain’s first memoir, Are You Somebody? became a literary sensation and an 
international bestseller when it was published by New Island Books in 1996. It launched a new life 
for its author, at a time when she had long since let go of expectations that anything new could 
dislodge patterns of regret and solitude. 
Almost There opens at that moment when O’Faolain’s life began to change. It tells the story of 
a life in subtle, radical, and unforeseen renewal. It is a tale of good fortune chasing out bad – 
of an accidental harvest of happiness. But it is also a provocative examination of one woman’s 
experience of the ‘crucible of middle age’ – a time of life that faces in two directions, that forges 

the shape of the years to come, and also clarifies and solidifies one’s relationships to friends and lovers, family and self.
Nuala O’Faolain’s final memoir, Almost There chronicles the pursuit of artistic and personal integrity, and what it is to 
be a woman in contemporary society, with the signature style and raw candidness of her personal writing.
Sequel to the international bestseller, Are You Somebody?, with a new introduction by Anne Enright, now available in 
Ireland and UK.

Courting: Tractor Dates, Macra Babies and Swiping Right in Rural Ireland Paper-
back – Liadán Hynes – New Island Books 

Looking for love – the most human quest of them all – has been transformed in recent years, with 
new technology removing the need to be in ‘the right place at the right time’. Dating has never 
been more convenient, varied or disposable and we Irish have taken to it with gusto ... and not just 
in cities.
Courting: Tractor Dates, Macra Babies and Swiping Right in Rural Ireland tells a variety of 
honest, touching stories of trying to meet The One in a rural setting, where the ingredients for 
successful dating – choice, proximity, free time and, for some, alcohol and anonymity – aren’t 
always guaranteed. Liadán Hynes travels from family farms to tiny islands, village pubs to remote 
communities, to sit down with childhood sweethearts, long-lost loves and singles, ever hopefuls 
and lonely hearts, as they navigate this quest through tractor dates, Macra, dating apps and more. They candidly 
describe swiping for love and moving for it, hooking up and settling down, all while inheriting a 24/7 farm job or 
coming out, returning to the home place or joining the pandemic exodus.
Revealing the importance of community, diversity and, above all, hope and resilience, Courting is an insightful and 
unique window into dating in rural Ireland today. 
A book so many will identify with, written with great sensitivity and discernment, Liadán Hynes has written a living 
history that will be throw light on this generation long after we are gone.  

Issues: New Book Releases

34



The Great Irish History Book – Myles Dungan – Gill Books

Join historian Myles Dungan as he guides you through the history of our amazing island. Take an 
historical trip back in time to visit the ancient Celts, sail away on a famine ship or join the 1916 rebels 
in the GPO. Discover leaders, thinkers and fighters and learn how our ancestors lived and worked in 
forts, castles and cottages.
 
The latest book in the Gill Books series of important topics tackled by experts, this engaging history 
introduces Ireland’s most significant people, history and culture to readers of all ages.
 
With clear text and bright illustrations, this book is for anyone who wants to understand more about 
Ireland, its history and its people.

You Don’t Know What War Is – Yeva Skalietska – Bloomsbury

Everyone knows the word ‘war’. But very few understand what it truly means. When you find you 
have to face it, you feel totally lost, walled in by fright and despair. Until you’ve been there, you don’t 
know what war is. 
This is the gripping and moving diary of young Ukrainian refugee Yeva Skalietska. It follows twelve 
days in Ukraine that changed 12-year-old Yeva’s life forever. She was woken in the early hours to 
the terrifying sounds of shelling. Russia had invaded Ukraine, and her beloved Kharkiv home was 
no longer the safe haven it should have been. It was while she was forced to seek shelter in a damp, 
cramped basement that Yeva decided to write down her story. And it is a story the world needs to 
hear. 
Yeva captured the nation’s heart when she was featured on Channel 4 News with her granny as they 
fled Ukraine for Dublin. In You Don’t Know What War Is, Yeva records what is happening hour-
by-hour as she seeks safety and travels from Kharkiv to Dublin. Each eye-opening diary entry is supplemented by personal 
photographs, excerpts of messages between Yeva and her friends and daily headlines from around the world, while three 
beautifully detailed maps (by Kharkiv-native Olga Shtonda) help the reader track Yeva and her granny’s journey. You Don’t 
Know What War Is is a powerful insight into what conflict is like through the eyes of a child and an essential read for adults 
and older children alike.

The Interview – C.M. Ewan – Pan MacMillan

It’s 5 p.m. on a Friday. You have been called to an interview for your dream job. In a stunning office thir-
teen floors above the city below, you are all alone with the man interviewing you. Everyone else has gone 
home for the weekend. The interview gets more and more disturbing. You’re feeling scared. Your only 
way out is to answer a seemingly impossible question. If you can’t . . . what happens next?

Quinn – Trevor Birney – Irish Academic Press

This is the definitive inside story of Sean Quinn, Ireland’s bankrupt billionaire, who went from rags 
to riches, then gambled his fortune on Anglo Irish Bank shares and became the world’s biggest 
personal loser of the economic collapse of 2008.
A millionaire by thirty, Quinn became an almost mythical character, creating thousands of jobs at a 
time when the shadows of mass unemployment and the Troubles loomed over the Irish borderlands. 
However, after four decades of unparalleled success, Quinn’s business empire imploded.
The atmosphere in ‘Quinn Country’ turned ominous. Violence and intimidation flourished, helping 
bring part of his business back under local control, with Quinn as consultant. However, what seemed 
like a ‘second coming’ soon turned toxic. Rifts in the boardroom between Quinn and his former 
executives, men he had once prized for their loyalty but now blamed for the loss of his companies, 
ended with Quinn’s final ousting. Further violence followed, culminating in the horrific attack on his former right-hand 
man, Kevin Lunney, an event that would end even local support for Quinn. His empire was gone.
This is the truly remarkable story of the man everyone said was too big to fail.
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Jokes Because laughter is Because laughter is 
the best medicine!the best medicine!

A man staggers into an emergency room with a 
concussion, multiple bruises, two black eyes and a five 
iron wrapped tightly around his throat. Naturally, the 
doctor asks him what happened.
“Well, it was like this,” said the man. “I was having a quiet 
round of golf with my wife, when at a difficult hole, we 
both sliced our balls into a pasture of cows. We went to 
look for them, and while I was rooting around, noticed 
one of the cows had something white at its rear end. 
I walked over and lifted up the tail, and sure enough, 
there was a golf ball with my wife’s monogram on it-- 
stuck right in the middle of the cow’s butt.” “That’s when 
I made my big mistake.” “What did you do?” asks the 
doctor.
“Well, I lifted the cow’s tail again and yelled to my wife, 
“Hey, this looks like yours!” “I don’t remember much 
after that!”

Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and asks the 
first man he meets, ‘Do you want to go to heaven?’ 
The man said, ‘I do, Father...’
The priest said, ‘Then stand over there against the wall.’
Then the priest asked the second man, ‘Do you want to 
go to heaven?’
‘Certainly, Father,’ the man replied. 
‘Then stand over there against the wall,’ said the priest.
Then Father Murphy walked up to O’Toole and asked, 
‘Do you want to go to heaven?’
O’Toole said, ‘No, I don’t Father.’ 
The priest said, ‘I don’t believe this.   You mean to tell me 
that when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?’
O’Toole said, ‘Oh, when I die, yes.   I thought you were 
getting a group together to go right now.’

A strong young man at the construction site was 
bragging that he could outdo anyone in a feat of strength. 
“I am the strongest, most powerful man here,” he 
boasted. He made a special case of making fun of John, 
one of the older workmen.
After several minutes, John had enough. “Why don’t you 

put your money where your mouth is?” he said. “I 
will bet a week’s wages that I can haul something in a 
wheelbarrow over to that outbuilding that you won’t be 
able to wheel back.”
“You’re on old man,” the braggart replied. “It’s a bet! Let’s 
see what you got.”
John reached out and grabbed the wheelbarrow by the 
handles. Then, nodding to the young man, he said “All 
right. Get in.”

A fellow finds himself in front of the Pearly Gates. St. 
Peter explains that it’s not so easy to get in heaven. There 
are some criteria before entry is allowed.
St. Peter asked the man, “Were you religious in life? Did 
you Attend church services?”
“No.” 
St. Peter told him, “That’s bad. Were you generous? Did 
you give money to the poor? To charities?”
“No.”
“That too was bad. Did you do any good deeds? Helped 
your neighbour? Anything?”
“No.”
St. Peter was becoming concerned.
Exasperated, St. Peter said, “Look, everybody does 
something nice sometimes. Work with me, I’m trying to 
help. Now think!” 

The man said, “There was this old lady. I came out of a 
store and found her surrounded by a dozen Hell’s Angels. 
They had taken her purse and were shoving her around, 
taunting and abusing her. I got so mad I threw my bags 
down, fought through the crowd, and got her purse 
back. I then helped her to her feet. I then went up to 
the biggest, baddest biker and told him how despicable, 
cowardly and mean he was and then spat in his face”. 

“Wow”, said Peter, “That’s impressive. When did this 
happen”? 

“Oh, about 10 minutes ago”, replied the man. 
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They Walk Among Us -  
America (True Crime)

The award-winning team that created 
‘They Walk Among Us’, featuring true 
crime cases from the UK, now take 
their unique and bone-chilling podcast 
across the pond. This is ‘They Walk 
Among Us - America’ - a true-crime 
podcast covering tales of  murder and 
mystery in the United States. Hosted by 
Nina Innsted.

Films to Be Buried With 
(Movies)

We are born. We die. In between we 
watch a lot of  films. And some of  these 
films shape the people we are. This is 
a podcast about those films. (And a bit 
about death.)  Join comedian, actor, 
writer and swimmer Brett Goldstein 
and an extra special weekly guest as 
they go all the way into life and death 
by way of  movies, to ultimately pick 
their Films To Be Buried With!

The High Performance 
Podcast (Personal 
Achievement)

The High Performance Podcast brings 
you an intimate glimpse into the lives of  
high-achieving, world-class performers 
who have all excelled in their field with 
first-hand experiences and lessons to 
share. Find out what non-negotiable 
behaviours they employed to get them 
to the top and keep them there. Hosting 

every conversation is sports broadcaster 
Jake Humphrey and leading organisational 
psychologist Damian Hughes. Jake is 
currently BT Sport’s Premier League 
anchor and former lead presenter of  
BBC’s Formula One coverage. Damian is 
an author and professor who continues to 
work with leading sports organisations to 
create a high-performing culture.

Happy Place (Mental 
Health)

Fearne Cotton talks to incredible people 
about life, love, loss, and everything in-
between as she reveals what happiness 
means to them. With guests like Bear 
Grylls, Dawn O’Porter, Roman Kemp, 
Tim Minchin and others, there’s always a 
great conversation to dive right into.

We source the best selection of  podcasts each issue. This time we bring you They Walk Among 
Us - America, Films to be Buried With, The High Performance Podcast and Happy Place.

The Podcast Review

How to: 

Search “Google podcasts” in 
the Play Store app (if you’ve 
an Android phone). iPhones 
comes with Apple podcasts 
app installed. Open the app 
and type in the name of the 
podcast you want or you can 
just browse categories whilst 
there.

38



Discount Corner
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Career Guidance Online
If want to find a career you’re going to 
be good at and enjoy doing...  
we can help you!

 þ Careers that fit best with your 
interests and your aptitudes
 þGuidance on how to go about getting 
into them
 þ Instant Personalised Report; 
Inexpensive; Quick; 
Private & Reliable
 þ Assessments 
can be done on 
mobiles, tablets or 
computers

www.careerfit.com



@

BAILE ÁTHA CLIATH · BÉAL FEIRSTE · RÁTH CHAIRN · DÚN SEACHLAINN · GAOTH DOBHAIR

Is í ár dteanga féin í. 
It’s our language.

forasnagaeilge.ie
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